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EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE SPRING MEETING SUMMARY 
Wednesday, April 8, 2013 
Charlotte, North Carolina 

 
 

Present: Kürt Blomquist  Dave Bergner 
 Jeff May  Mike Sutherland 
 Chris Walsh Keith Pugh  
 Teresa H Smith 
 Teresa Hon, Staff  Laura Berkey-Ames, Staff 
 
Absent:  Ken Hill Phil Mann  
 Cora Jackson-Fossett, APWA Board 
 
Guests: Kim Vasconez, FHWA Office of Emergency Transportation Operations  
 Pete Gum, Executive Director of International Municipal Signal Association 
 Tom Martin, Operations Program Coordinator, I-95 Corridor Coalition  
 Peter King, APWA Executive Director 
 
 
Emergency Management Committee members met with the International Federation of Municipal Engineers on Sunday 
morning.  There was a good exchange of information and members planned to keep in touch.  
 
 A. Call to Order – Kürt Blomquist called the meeting to order.  Members and guests introduced themselves.  The 

March meeting summary was approved (with corrections).  Teresa provided a quick overview of  
 
 B. Director at Large Report – Cora Jackson-Fossett reported that the APWA Board of Directors met in Charlotte prior 

to the start of the Snow Conference.  Among the items discussed were: 
 Guidance was provided to staff regarding the FY14 budget 
 Technical upgrades to the APWA Information System and DCS will be a priority 
 Approved efforts to refocus the House of Delegates to be more meaningful (from the Board perspective) 
 The Board’s governance model was approved with a; focus on policy making and strategic planning 
 Membership saw an increase this month of 0.8 percent over last year with a number of 28,810 
 APWA received 258 nominations in the national awards program 
 37 chapters qualified for the PACE Award 
 The DCS application deadline is April 10 
 The Sustainability Conference will take place in San Diego, May 13-15.  This is the final year for the Conference 

as we’ve not been able to attract enough attendees to warrant the conference.  Next year’s Congress will 
feature either a pre-Congress Sustainability event or a specific event (similar to the Stormwater Summit). 

 
 C. Legislative Update – Laura Berkey-Ames  

Appropriations: Laura reported that President Obama signed the “Consolidated and Further Continuing 
Appropriations Act of 2013” (PL 11306) on March 26, 2013. This continuing resolution will fund the federal 
government through the remainder of fiscal year 2013, which ends on September 30. The measure leaves the 
March 1st sequester in place. Laura provided her legislation matrix which details specific DHS/FEMA program(s) 
funding levels.  
 
Cybersecurity: Laura reported the cybersecurity remains a hot topic for the 113th Congress, as this issue is 
continuing to move forward. Currently, the House and Senate have introduced legislation—HR 624 and S 21, 
respectively—which have yet to move. Despite the bills’ current inactivity, Laura has been reaching out to the 
Senate Commerce, Science and Transportation Committee, Senate Homeland Security Committee and House 
Select Committee on Intelligence. On April 4, Laura had a meeting with Senate Homeland Security Committee staff 
to discuss why managing cyber risk is so vital to public works. Committee staff indicated they plan to draft cyber 



 

legislation and are willing to possibly work with APWA to draft legislative language. The Senate Homeland Security 
Committee hopes to introduce legislation in July. In addition, Laura reminded the Emergency Management 
Committee to send remarks on the Federal Register notice pertaining to incentives to adopt cybersecurity practices. 
This request for comments by the Department of Commerce is the first step of many to implement the cybersecurity 
executive order that President Obama signed in February. Formal comments are due to the Department of 
Commerce on April 29.  

 
  Members discussed the Chemical Security issue and asked Teresa to relay their concerns to the Water Committee 

liaison.   
 
 D. GAC Emergency Management Subcommittee – Laura Berkey-Ames indicated that the GAC will be meeting in 

Washington DC later this month.  Among other things, they will be reviewing all position statements.  
 
  Chris Walsh mentioned an email she had received the previous week which indicated that public works would need 

to pay for broadband but police and fire won’t.  Laura asked Chris to forward the email to Phil Mann so that he could 
review. 

   
 E. Subcommittee Reports  

a. Mitigation Subcommittee – Mike reported that Mark Ray is the new subcommittee chairperson  The 
subcommittee is active and trying to reestablish their goals.  With regards to the care group assignment, they 
are going to have to create something new as they’ve been unable to locate current policies they can use as a 
template (requested info via infoNOW, also contacted police and fire).  

b. Preparedness Subcommittee – Dave reported that this newly combined subcommittee (with Preparation and 
Preparedness & Planning subcommittees) is searching for a new chairperson.  They are working on finding 
ways to encourage members to undertake training.  They will also focus on gaining visibility and recognition.  
We need to get our own members to recognize they are first responders.  Suggested APWA make available for 
sale (business casual) a shirt that identified APWA emergency management which could be worn in Command 
Centers (to place us on a more professional level as the other first responders have uniforms).  The City of 
Burridge, IL, has developed an EM shirt.  (Peter King was in attendance at that point and indicated that national 
could look at developing a public works logo as part of our branding strategy.)  We should include 
communicating with the public and media to elevate our own professionalism and also reach out to private 
contractors who do water, debris, etc., to elevate our professionalism.  We should look at NPWW to see if it can 
be incorporated in some way.  

c. Response Subcommittee – Teresa Smith indicated that the subcommittee needs a directive from the full 
committee.  Topics they can address would include mutual aid, damage assessment, FEMA requirements, 
finances – look at the Field Manual for guidance. Implementation of plans developed by preparedness.  We 
could connect the subcommittee with Kim V to talk about resources available through TMI and how we can 
connect our members to the training.  The FEMA Rapid Needs Assessment Course involves police and fire. We 
should encourage our members to organize for their area.  

d. Recovery Subcommittee – Jeff indicated that the committee spent the majority of their time in the last call 
discussing the EM101 course.  

e. Kürt would like members to consider if this structure is working. What do we feel they should be doing? 
 Jeff believes the subcommittees should send specific items up to the committee for review and 

consideration.   
 Review and comment on documents from Laura 
 Look at initial task list and allow subcommittee to determine their focus area 
 Liaisons take more initiative to direct the subcommittee chair on assignments to subcommittees 
 Perhaps we should regroup and the Congress agenda for the EM Committee should include time for us to 

identify the six most important things for the subcommittees to address, e.g., one person on Homeland 
Security Consortium at the state level.  We could work on job descriptions for the committee liaison and 
subcommittee members and determine if subcommittee work should be project driven.  

 Teresa was directed to try and schedule breakout rooms for subcommittee meetings at Congress 
 There should be conversations between the subcommittee chairs and liaisons for joint projects and to 

discuss overlap.  
 
 F. Review of position statements  

a. Public Works & Federal Homeland Security/ Emergency Management Grants – Members discussed recent 
concerns voiced by Larry Zensinger.  The committee decided to ask Laura to take a try at reformatting based on 
Larry’s comments and discussion during the meeting.  

b. Improving Local Agencies' Emergency Service Capabilities – will address at a future meeting prior to Congress. 



 

c. Public Works Professionals as Emergency Responders – There is the continual issue of specific organizations 
going directly to the Feds without acknowledging themselves as public works.  Can we use the APWA 
Advocates to push the image of public works in general?  Peter indicated that the Washington office provides 
them with information to share with new officials.  This could be added to the info they receive. Peter indicated 
that he and President-Elect Ed Gottko met with the Senate Environment and Public Works Committee Chair.  
They held a House Transportation and Infrastructure Committee reception to introduce new members to APWA, 
AWWA, WEF, etc.  Many didn’t know why the meeting was scheduled.  Question was asked how we get to the 
new magazines like 60 Minutes who look at long term issues, as opposed to news services who look at 
immediate breaking news.  

d. The Role of Public Works during a Pandemic Outbreak – incorporate medical countermeasures in this 
statement (Kürt and Chris) 

 
 G. Fleet Committee members join for discussion of potential joint issues and/or projects 

 Fleet Committee will work on guidelines for members 
 Outreach effort to businesses regarding back-up power 
 Elevated tanks empty for emergency management – include in mutual aid agreements? 
 Policy statement on fuel supplies for employees (Fleet Committee) 
 EM work on policy aspect regarding taxation issue to relieve burdens on the agency 
 Fleet Committee members asked if EM Committee felt an update to the Equipment Code was warranted.  EM 

members used FEMA codes for equipment codes.  Reimbursement codes are different.  It was recommended 
that if updating the information, start with the FEMA codes then build out to meet the needs of public works.   

 The EM will support Fleet’s efforts with encouraging software companies to incorporate FEMA codes and 
include canned reports that meet FEMA documents (Dennis, Sam and Chris to work together) 

 In all fleet publications there should be mention of FEMA codes. 
 Perhaps APWA should send a letter to software manufacturers from both committees, encouraging them to 

incorporate the FEMA codes into their software 
 At both Congress open forms, ask attendees to talk with vendors about this as well. 
 The EM Committee will provide Fleet members with the EMAC language for use in a mutual aid agreement so 

they can be reimbursed.  Also provide information as to how it works.  
 EM should include fleet in medical countermeasures issues 
 Laura will share the legislative matrix with the Fleet Committee so that they are aware of potential legislative 

issues 
 One member mentioned the White House Council on Environmental Quality and the potential for fleet to 

become involved or at least receive a report on their efforts.  Teresa will reach out to Julia Anastasio in the DC 
office. 

 Another topic mentioned was chemical spills/fire.  Oftentimes PW isn’t contacted until after cleanup because 
responding parties don’t understand public works role.  

 
 H. Brainstorm topics for Reporter issue, Click, Listen & Learn, and live events (Snow and Congress) 
 

 January edition of the Reporter (due November 15) 
 Recognize Your Leader      

 Click, Listen & Learn Program (January, 2014) 
 2014 North American Snow Conference, Cincinnati, Ohio (Grand Rapids, Michigan for 2015) 
 Congress 2014 in Toronto, Ontario, Canada 

 
 Recognize Your Leader 
 Article for Leadership & Management issue (Due date August 15) 
 Texas Task Force 1 – How do we get one in our state? 
 EM from fleet perspective – their responsibilities (Fleet Committee member write) 
 Follow-up on Sandy:  Lessons Learned – Harry Weed 
 Staging for Incidents (Mike look into it) 
 Being an Advocate, Be an Educator (Laura) – grass roots efforts.  How to get people involved (politicians at the 

local level) 
 Training 
 Valeria Cere – Canadian perspective 
 IFME efforts for Emergency Management with International Perspective (Ross) – at end of article include an 

explanation of the committee’s meeting with them.  
 Special Events: It is Incident Command 



 

 Case studies (Presidential visit, funeral, Augusta National golf tournament) How does it affect the bottom line?  
 Social Media and Emergency Management (Kürt did a presentation on this a while back) 

 
 I. Review/Update of 2012-13 Business Plan/Work Plan/@ A Glance and identify items for the 2013-14 Work Plan  
 
 J. Congress 2013 in Chicago, Illinois, August 25 – 28  

a. Meeting schedule – Changed to Tuesday, noon-5:00pm, (make certain that subcommittee chairs are present) 
b. Educational sessions 

 Open Forum on Sunday 4:00 – 4:50pm (all committee members) 
 Public Works: A First Responder for Traffic Incidents and All Hazards Emergencies – Dave Bergner, 

Kimberly Vasconez (FHWA), Phil Mann (Sunday, 3:00-3:50 pm) 
 Illinois Public Works Mutual Aid Network-Responding to the Call – Barbara Stiehl (Monday, 3:00-3:50pm) 
 Emergency Management 101 (Wednesday, 8:30-10:45am) – Chris Walsh, Jim Maxwell, Kürt Blomquist  

o It was agreed that we’d hold a conference call with planners and potential speakers to determine what 
will be presented that will engage them so that they go back to their chapter and ask for more training.   
What should I Google? 

 
 K. Review status of Technical Track Career Path for Donald C Stone Center (as time permits) – Tabled 
 
 L. External Working Group Reports – tabled 
 
 M. New Projects and Discussion items – tabled 
  Possible new committee projects 
  General committee PPT 
 
 N. Schedule for monthly InfoNOW Community Postings (e-mail addressed to emergency@infonow.apwa.net or post 

through web site) – members were reminded of deadlines 
April – Jeff May 
May – Phil Mann 
June – Kürt Blomquist 
July – Chris Walsh 

 
 O. Monthly committee conference calls will take place the second Wednesday of the month at 8am Pacific/9am 

Mountain/10am Central/11am Eastern.  Dates for the next few months are: 
  May 8   June 12  
  July 10  August 27 in Chicago, IL 
  
 P. Next conference call meeting is scheduled for May 8, 8am Pacific/9am Mountain/10am Central/11am Eastern 
 
 
 


