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EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE CONFERENCE CALL MEETING SUMMARY 
Wednesday, November 13, 2013 

 
 

Present: Kürt Blomquist  Dave Bergner  
 Phil Mann Mary Wilson   
 Laura Berkey-Ames, Staff Teresa Hon, Staff  
 
Absent:  Mike Sutherland Jeff May 
 Chip Barrett  Teresa Smith  
 Cora Jackson-Fossett, APWA Board 
 
 
 1. The meeting was called to order.  There were no changes or additions to the agenda.  The October 9 meeting 

summary was approved as submitted.  
 

 2. At Large Director Report (Board of Directors) – Cora Jackson-Fossett was not available for the conference call but 
had indicated in an email to staff that the APWA Board would be meeting the end of this week.  Should committee 
members have issues they would like taken to the board, please forward a message to Cora.   

 
 3. Legislative Issues – Laura Berkey-Ames provided reports on the following issues:   

National Flood Insurance Program - On October 29, the House and Senate introduced respective bills, HR 3370 
and S 1610, both titled the Homeowner Flood Insurance Affordability Act of 2013. Both bills would delay 
implementation of flood insurance rate increases for properties until FEMA conducts an affordability study and 
proposes an affordability framework which will be presented to Congress—this study must be completed within 2 
years. These bills are in reaction to the Biggert-Waters Flood Insurance Reform Act of 2012, which would cause 
flood insurance rate increases.   
  
FEMA Reauthorization - On October 29, the FEMA Reauthorization of 2013 Act (HR 3300) passed out of the 
House Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure by a voice vote. Sponsored by Chairman Bill Shuster (PA-
9), the bill would modernize the Integrated Public Alert and Warning System, reauthorize Emergency Management 
Assistance Compact Grants and allocate $2 million to the program for each fiscal years 2014 through 2016, and 
reauthorize the Urban Search and Rescue Response System—allocating $35.18 million for each fiscal years 2014 
through 2016. HR 3300 will now move to the House floor for consideration. However, a date for a roll call vote has 
yet to be scheduled. The FEMA Reauthorization Act of 2013 is a follow-up bill to the Disaster Relief Appropriations 
Act of 2013 (HR 152), which after becoming public law on January 20, 2013, not only provided much needed 
financial aid to victims of Hurricane Sandy but also streamlined provisions in the Stafford Act in order to expedite 
the recovery process from Sandy and future disasters.  
 
Medical Countermeasures - On October 29, the Medical Preparedness Allowable Use Act of 2013 (HR 1791) 
passed out of the Homeland Security Committee by a voice vote. HR 1791 would amend the Homeland Security Act 
of 2002 to codify authority under existing grant guidance authorizing use of Urban Area Security Initiative and State 
Homeland Security Grant Program funding for enhancing medical preparedness, medical surge capacity and mass 
prophylaxis capabilities. APWA signed on to a Medical Countermeasures Coalition letter in Spring 2013 supporting 
this legislation. 
 
Critical Infrastructure Security and Resilience Month - The Department of Homeland Security (DHS) is 
sponsoring Critical Infrastructure Security and Resilience Month throughout the month of November. DHS is using 
this month as an opportunity to highlight the efforts between Federal, State, local, territorial, and tribal governments, 
as well as with private sector stakeholders to protect and secure our Nation’s critical infrastructure and reinforce 

infrastructure resilience.  Critical infrastructure security and resilience requires a whole‐of‐community effort that 

involves partnership between public, private, and non‐profit sectors, and a clear understanding of the risks we face. 
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Just as we all rely on critical infrastructure, we all must play an active role in keeping it strong, secure, and resilient. 
Critical Infrastructure Security and Resilience Month will focus on elevating awareness and understanding of the 
importance of critical infrastructure to America’s homeland security and economic prosperity as well as reaffirming 
the commitment to keep our critical infrastructure and our communities safe and secure. President Obama issued a 
proclamation recognizing Critical Infrastructure Security and Resilience Month. To view the proclamation go to 
www.whitehouse.gov For more information and resources on how you can promote security and resilience during 
the month, please see the material provided in the Critical Infrastructure Security and Resilience Month Toolkit and 
visit: www.dhs.gov/critical-infrastructure-security-and-resilience-month.  

  
 4. Subcommittee Discussion – Teresa provided an update of responses received from past subcommittee members.  

The Recovery subcommittee is one where many had volunteered, with the Mitigation subcommittee showing only 
two members.  Teresa will send requests to the individuals previously nominated for committee appointments to see 
if they would be interested in serving on the Mitigation subcommittee.  

 
 5. Selection of topics for guaranteed educational opportunities  
  A. Congress 2014 in Toronto, Canada (CPR meets in December) 

 Social Media and Emergency Management – Valérie Cēré is fine with handling this one on her own 

 The Challenge of PW in Aboriginal, Rural or Isolated Communities – need to find a second speaker. 
Suggestions were offered in previous meetings. Teresa will collect contact information so that members can 
pursue a volunteer.  

 Climate Risk and Its Potential Impact – Dr. Vivien Gornitz, resident sea level rise expert at the Center for 
Climate Systems Research and member of the New York City Panel on Climate Change, will speakl. We 
have a tentative commitment for an unnamed representative from the NY Mayor’s Office of Long-Term 
Planning and Sustainability as a second speaker.   

 Committee would like to hold an open forum again in Toronto 

 Committee meeting – There are several options for the committee meeting in Toronto:  Sunday morning 
before the Opening General Session, Wednesday late morning or afternoon, breaking into two two-hour 
blocks. Once the educations sessions have been selected, Teresa will survey members via email for 
preferences and alternatives.   

  B. 2014 North American Snow Conference (as soon as all applicants are notified, Teresa will share a list of 
emergency management-related topics selected.    

 Modifying and Using ICS Forms for day to day operations  

 Lessons Learned: The Importance of Documentation 

 Ice Response and Recovery – Chip and Kürt work to identify a potential speaker 

 Dave and Teresa share information regarding the Snow Conference Planning Committee’s intention to hold 
several super sessions which will focus on specific topics.  Dave was tasked with coordinating an 
emergency management session.  The goal is for it to contain basic information for attendees who may not 
normally think of emergency management in winter maintenance.   

  C. January edition of the Reporter (due November 15) – Teresa passed on information from Reporter editor Kevin 
Clark regarding the volume of content in the magazine in relation to ad revenue generated for specific issues.  
With that being said, it was agreed that any articles which did not fit into the issue (if any) could be used for 
other issues or shared with chapters and associations.  The following article topics and authors have been 
confirmed. 

 Recognize Your Leader (Reporter) – Jeff will touch base with Rick Fosse in Iowa City 

 Follow-up on Sandy:  Lessons Learned – Harry Weed agreed to author this article  

 Traffic Incident Response Course – Dave Bergner & Kim Vásconez  

 SAFECOM/PSAC/First Net – Phil Mann 

 Procurement & Bartering for Debris Management and FEMA Reimbursement – Mary Wilson 

 Canadian focused article – Valérie Cēré and Bruce Kerr 

 Criticality analysis and  the City of Bend, OR’s planning process – Tom Hickman, Water Committee 

 Being an Advocate, Be an Educator (Laura) – grass roots efforts.  How to get people involved (politicians at 
the local level) 

 Mutual Support Agreements – Robert Kopp, Carrollton, Texas (submitted) 

 Alberta Flooding follow-up – Patty Podoborozny 

 EM from fleet perspective – fuel priorities (Fleet Committee member Mary Joyce Ivers) 

 Social Media and Emergency Management (Kürt will incorporate into the draft President’s message, along 
with other information) 

http://www.whitehouse.gov/
http://www.dhs.gov/critical-infrastructure-security-and-resilience-month
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 Summary of Critical Infrastructure National Plan update (if possible) - Laura 
 
 6. Committee’s spring meeting – As with our member agencies, the APWA must be responsible stewards of our 

financial resources.  When making plans for committee face-to-face meetings, members must consider not only the 
value of holding a meeting outside of Kansas City but also of the cost. While it has been a couple of years since the 
committee was able to meet with FEMA and DHS representatives in DC, an unofficial rotation of committee 
meetings in DC has been established.  This year the Transportation Committee will be meeting in DC. Teresa will 
include a DC meeting in the request for FY15.  During the Congress meeting, Board member Jimmy Foster, on 
behalf of Region VII, invited the committee to meet in conjunction with their regional meeting in Austin, Texas.  
Additional options are to meet in the New York or Colorado regions, scheduling a meeting with regional FEMA 
representatives to discuss Hurricane Sandy and Midwest flooding issues.  Any additional suggestions (with reasons 
why) should be forwarded to Teresa this week so that she can begin to compare costs and present to Peter King for 
decision.  

 
 7. Schedule for monthly InfoNOW Community Postings (e-mail addressed to emergency@infonow.apwa.net).  

November – Kürt Blomquist 
December – Mary Wilson 
January – Mike Sutherland 
February – Dave Bergner 
March – Chip Barrett 

April – Jeff May 
May – Phil Mann 
June – Teresa Smith 
July – Kürt Blomquist 

 
 8. Future committee conference calls will take place the second Wednesday of the month at 8am Pacific/9am 

Mountain/10am Central/11am Eastern.  The next call is scheduled for December 11. 
 
 
 

mailto:emergency@infonow.apwa.net

