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EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE CONFERENCE CALL SUMMARY 
Wednesday, January 9, 2013 

 
 

Present: Kurt Blomquist  Phil Mann 
 Dave Bergner  Jeff May 
 Mike Sutherland Ken Hill 
 Teresa Hon, Staff  Laura Berkey-Ames, Staff 
 
Absent: Larry Zensinger Chris Walsh 
 Teresa Smith Cora Jackson-Fossett 
 
 
 1. Kürt Blomquist called the meeting to order.  The December 12 meeting summary was approved as submitted 

 
 2. At Large Director Report (Board of Directors) – Cora Jackson-Fossett 

 Congratulations to everyone who contributed to the January Reporter’s EM issue.   
 APWA membership count at the end of December - 28,859, a .2% increase compared to the same time last 

year and a .2% increase (309 members) compared to the previous month.  
 APWA Board of Directors meets Jan. 25-27 in Kansas City.  Let me know if there are any issues/concerns 

you’d like me to share with the board. 
 The 2013 Chapter Leadership Training and Membership Summit will be held in Kansas City, February 28 – 

March 2, 2013. Online registration closes February 1. For details, email rwilhite@apwa.net or visit 
www.apwa.net/clt.  

 Today (Jan. 9) is the deadline for DCS applications; the second quarter deadline is April 10. 
 The Leadership & Management Committee is seeking submissions for the “Recognize Your Leader” column in 

the APWA Reporter.  
 
 3. Legislative Update – Laura Berkey-Ames  
 

Executive Order - On December 7, President Obama issued an Executive Order that establishes a Hurricane 
Sandy Rebuilding Task Force. Chaired by the Secretary of Housing and Urban Development, the Task Force is 
comprised of the heads of various Federal level agencies, departments and offices such as the Department of 
Homeland Security, the Department of Transportation, the Environmental Protection Administration and the 
National Economic Council. In accordance with guidance provided by the National Disaster Recovery Framework, 
the Task Force is charged with identifying opportunities for achieving rebuilding success, enhancing public health 
and safety, protecting critical infrastructure systems and ensuring appropriate accountability. Moreover, the Task 
Force will work to ensure that the Federal Government engages with and provides support to State, local and tribal 
communities as they continue to recovery and rebuild from Hurricane Sandy.  
 
National Flood Insurance Program - On January 6, President Obama signed into law H.R. 41, legislation that 
would raise the borrowing authority of the National Flood Insurance Program’s (NFIP) National Flood Insurance 
Fund by $9.7 billion. H.R. 41 passed the House by a bi-partisan vote of 354 – 67 and cleared the Senate by 
unanimous consent on January 4.  Increasing the borrowing authority will help address claims resulting from 
Hurricane Sandy and other floods, as there are currently over 115,000 outstanding claims nationwide. According to 
the Federal Emergency Management Agency, funds available to pay claims would have run out by the week of 
January 7 if Congress had not acted. The passage of H.R. 41 was not without political controversy. Prior to the bill’s 
passage, Republican lawmakers voiced their frustration over House Speaker John Boehner’s decision not to 
consider the $60.4 billion Hurricane Sandy relief package the Senate passed on December 28, 2012. H.R. 41 is the 
first Hurricane Sandy-related assistance bill to pass the 113th Congress. It is anticipated that the House and Senate 
will begin consideration of a $51 billion aid package in mid-January.  
 
Debris Removal - On January 8, APWA submitted comments to the Federal Register in response to the Federal 
Emergency Management Agency’s (FEMA) interim final rule implementing one of the debris-related Public 



Assistance Pilot procedures allowing for the reimbursement of the straight- or regular time salaries and benefits of 
the employees of Public Assistance applicants who perform disaster-related debris and wreckage removal work.  
APWA supports FEMA implementing procedures that help state and local governments expedite the disaster 
recovery process.  The interim final rule stipulates that regular-time salaries and benefits of a grantee or 
subgrantee’s permanently employed personnel are allowable costs for a period not to exceed 30 consecutive 
calendar days. However, APWA recommended that FEMA provide more flexibility by allowing waivers and 
extensions to the 30-day limitation. Debris removal activities for widespread disasters can often take four to six 
months.  

 
 4. Technical Track Career Path for Donald C Stone Center – Teresa will send the Body of Knowledge report to 

members so that they can allocate each item to a level.  We are looking for details behind what we see as the 
basics for each level.  By February 6, submit your suggestions for the body of knowledge for basic level to Teresa. 
She will also solicit volunteers to assist in the project. 

 
 5. Congress 2013 in Chicago, Illinois, August 25 – 28  

a. Meeting schedule – Tuesday, 10:00am – 1:00pm, (make certain that subcommittee chairs are present) 
  b. Educational sessions 

 Open Forum on Sunday 4:00 – 4:50pm  
 Public Works: A First Responder for Traffic Incidents and All Hazards Emergencies – Dave Bergner, FHWA 

rep, Phil Mann, Kürt Blomquist (Sunday, 3:00-3:50 pm) 
 Illinois Public Works Mutual Aid Network-Responding to the Call – Marked as a guaranteed.  Teresa 

contacted submitter to make certain they cover the basics of Mutual Aid (Monday, 3:00-3:50pm) 
 Emergency Management 101: Why should you care? – Teresa H will compile comments from 

subcommittees regarding what should be covered for their area.  At the February meeting we’ll need to 
make decisions regarding speakers. (Monday, 4:00-4:50 pm) 

 
 6. Snow Conference 
  a. Meeting schedule - Monday from 10:00am-4:30pm, taking a break for lunch on the exhibit floor and to attend 

roundtables (possibly needed to moderate discussion).  
   Those who have arrived Sunday morning should plan to meet with the International Federation of Municipal 

Engineers from 11.00am – noon 
  b. Identify items for discussion with IFME – send to Teresa by Friday, February 1 
  c. Fleet Services Committee would like to find a time when representatives of both committees can meet and 

discuss potential joint projects.  Teresa will check the schedule. 
 
 7. Continue review of the Emergency Management Committee Work Plan Review and Discussion – (see 

accompanying updated report) 
 
 8. Reports on December Subcommittee meetings 
  a. Mitigation (Sutherland) – Dan Hargrove resigned from the subcommittee due to work responsibilities.  Mark Ray 

agreed to take on the role.  One of the subcommittee’s assignments is to follow-through on the recommendation 
from the Think Tank to develop Chapter Care Groups.  This has been difficult as there seems to be no one who 
has a formal policy in place. Conversations with police or fire contacts indicate that it is something they do for 
their colleagues on their own, not as part of a formal policy.  Members will identify a checklist of ways agencies 
and colleagues can assist one another without development of a formal policy. They are also working on tips 
and guidelines for changing the image of first responders.  Subcommittee will use Sutherland’s Congress 
presentation as a starting point.  Lastly, the subcommittee is looking at USAR training for public works.  Vince 
Slominski indicated during the Congress meeting that he (TEEX) would be interested in this project. 

  b. Response (Smith) – no report 
  c. Prevention (Bergner) – This group has a very small number of volunteers.  It is recommended that this 

subcommittee be combined with the Preparedness and Planning Subcommittee.  Members agreed.  The 
subcommittee will now be called the Preparedness Subcommittee.  

 
 9. External Working Group Reports – comments or discussion based on updates received via email 

a.    NAC Updates – Teresa Scott - The next NAC meeting will be held in New Orleans, March 19 – 21.  My opinion 
is that we need to have multiple people submit applications for the next round of NAC appointments.  The 
application period should be coming up very soon. Looking for suggestions for nominees  

b.  SAFECOM/FirstNet/Public Safety Advisory Committee – Phil Mann provided a copy of the final report from the 
last meeting and called attention to several items:  Public Safety Broadband FirstNet Board & PSAC Update 
(Page 1); Broadband Outreach Toolkit Update (Page 2); 2013 SAFECOM Strategic Priority Discussion (Page 
5); Statewide Communications Interoperability Plan (SCIP) Update (Page 7) NOTE – Public Works Department 



agencies need to ensure that public works related concerns are being addressed at the state level and that a 
representative is on the committee that represents those interests – often times it is a DOT type person. 

c.    Homeland Security Consortium – Laura Berkey/Chris Walsh will be attending a meeting next week 
  

10. Schedule for Position Statement Review – Teresa will forward copies of these statements so that members can 
review and suggest changes/updates before the next conference call meeting.  Forward suggestions to Teresa by 
COB February 1 
a. February  

 PW and Statewide Mutual Aid 
 Public Works and Risk Mapping, Assessment, and Planning (Risk MAP) 
 PW and National Preparedness 
 Vulnerability & Security of Public Buildings (F&G Committee) 
 Hazardous Materials and Asbestos Management in Public Facilities (F&G Committee) 

  b. March 
 PW and Stafford Act 
 PW and Interoperable Communication 
 PW and Cyber Security 

  c. April 
 Improving Local Agencies’ Emergency Service Capabilities 
 PW Professionals as Emergency Responders 
 The Role of PW during Pandemic Outbreak 

 
 12. Schedule for monthly InfoNOW Community Postings (e-mail addressed to emergency@infonow.apwa.net)  

January – Mike Sutherland (done) 
February – Dave Bergner 
March – Ken Hill 

     April – Jeff May 

May – Phil Mann 
June – Kürt Blomquist 
July – Chris Walsh 

 
 13. Monthly committee conference calls will take place the second Wednesday of the month at 8am Pacific/9am 

Mountain/10am Central/11am Eastern.  Dates for the next six months are: 
  February 13, 2013 
  March 13, 2013 
  April – During Snow Conference April 7-10, 2013 
  May 8, 2013 
  
 14. Adjourn 

  
 
 


