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EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE  
CONFERNECE CALL MEETING SUMMARY 

Wednesday, November 14, 2012 
 

 
Present: Kürt Blomquist Chris Walsh 
 Mike Sutherland Jeff May   
 Phil Mann  Larry Zensinger  
 Teresa Smith  Ken Hill 
 Cora Jackson-Fossett, At-Large Director  
 Teresa Hon, Staff  Laura Berkey-Ames, Staff 
 
Absent:  Dave Bergner   
 
 1. Chairman Blomquist called the meeting to order.  There were no suggestions for additional agenda items.  The 

October 25 meeting summary was approved as submitted.  
 

 2. At Large Director Report (Board of Directors) – Cora Jackson-Fossett 
 Membership is up 2%. Now have 28610 members.  First time member campaign is good.  Have recruited 1653 

members so far. Retention of membership overall is 86%. 
 New Young Professional Network web page which has photos and stories about young members 
 APWA will host a Chapter Leadership Training February 28 through March 2 in Kansas City 
 Chapter budgets for 2013 are due to headquarters by January 15 
 Donald C Stone Center – 95 applications received this quarter.  There are four city agencies with more than 7 

staff members who are a part of DCS Center.  DCS Center was rolled out in 13 chapter institutes, now total of 
16 institutes that are part of the DCS curriculum. 

 APWA is working with FEMA on reinstating our MOU. 
 Deadline for Jennings Randolph Fellows program is tomorrow.  If you were thinking of applying, hurry up and 

get it in. 
 
 3. GAC Emergency Management Subcommittee – Larry Zensinger reported that there have been scheduling issues. 

They had the last GAC conference call on October 24th. Emergency management topics discussed at the last 
meeting were: 
 FEMA/APWA MOU rewrite 
 HSPD7 Update 
 First Net board and D-block implementation 
 APWA representation on SAFECOM 
Next call is December 19.  For planning purposes the spring meeting in DC is April 16th & 17th.  

 
 4. Legislative Update – Laura Berkey-Ames  
  NHSC White Paper: 
  On November 13, the National Homeland Security Consortium (NHSC) released a new version of its white paper, 

Protecting Americans in the 21st Century: Priorities for 2012 and Beyond. The new white paper is a product of the 
collaboration of over 20 national organizations—including APWA. APWA’s NHSC Representative and former 
Emergency Management Committee Chair, Christine Walsh, who is the Director of Operations for the City of 
Beloit, Wisconsin, helped to develop the current white paper, with feedback provided by members of APWA’s 
Emergency Management Committee. The white paper is an effort to advance homeland security goals in a time 
when national resilience is increasingly vital. The Consortium’s endorsing members stated that the following areas 
are not only of concern individually, but that leaders must recognize and begin to understand the interaction and 
intersection of these threats and vulnerabilities: 1) Cyber Hazards; 2) Climate Change; 3) Demands on Global 
Resources; 4) Changing Demographics; 5) Emerging Technologies; 6) Violent Extremist Ideologies; 7) WMD 
Proliferation; and 8) Mega-Hazards and Catastrophic Cascading Consequences 

 
  NTIA Comments: 



  On November 6th, APWA submitted comments to the Federal Register in response to the National 
Telecommunications and Information Administration’s (NTIA) intention to develop the architecture of the 
Nationwide Public Safety Broadband Network (PSBN) and design applications for public safety users.  APWA 
focused on the crucial role that public works professionals play in preparation, response and recovery operations 
addressing all hazards, disasters and emergencies which include events such as blizzards, hurricanes, 
earthquakes, tornadoes, floods, pandemics or terror attacks. Concerning minimum design standards and technical 
requirements, APWA emphasized that they should be established and met in order for eligible States to be 
awarded grants. Having PSBN standards in place before awarding grants will help facilitate grant management 
and the ability to assess the success of grants awarded, before awarding future funding. Moreover, if States 
choose to opt out of the PSBN and conduct their own deployment of radio access, APWA emphasized how vital it 
is to ensure that a State’s emergency communications network is compatible with the PSBN. Interoperability is key 
to any nationwide emergency communications network, as first responders will be able to help maintain safer 
communities, thus creating a more resilient nation.   

 
  Executive Order Establishes White House Homeland Security Partnership Council: 
  On October 26, President Obama signed Executive Order 13629 establishing a White House Homeland Security 

Partnership Council. The Council will focus on fostering homeland security partnerships between the Federal 
Government and the local level—namely, the private sector, nongovernmental organizations, foundations, 
community-based organizations, and State, local, tribal, and territorial government. Council membership will 
consist of Federal officials and a Steering Committee will provide guidance to the Council. The Steering Committee 
will include one representative from each of fifteen Federal agencies, such as the Department of Homeland 
Security, the Department of Transportation and the Environmental Protection Agency, etc.  

  The mission of the Council and Steering Committee is to promote homeland security partnerships and 
collaboration between the Federal and local levels, and raise awareness of local partnership best practices that 
can support homeland security priorities.  

 
  Cyber Security Legislation:  
  Today, the “Cybersecurity Act of 2012” (S. 3414) is up for consideration again in the Senate. It has been Senate 

Majority Leader Reid’s (D-NV) and Senator Lieberman’s (I-CT) intention to make cyber security a priority during 
the lame duck session of the 112th Congress. By way of background, on July 19, Senator Joe Lieberman 
introduced S. 3414 a revised version of Lieberman’s initial cybersecurity bill—S. 2105. The senator had hoped to 
gain more Republican support, as the new bill would create an interagency National Cybersecurity Council to 
coordinate the identification of voluntary cyber security practices for critical cyber infrastructure. Despite the 
Obama Administration’s endorsement of S. 3414, Senator Lieberman was unable to garner additional Republican 
support. On August 2, a cloture vote in the Senate failed 52 – 46. 

 
 5. Technical Track Career Path for Donald C Stone Center – Teresa will work with Chris Walsh, Dave Bergner, Phil 

Mann and Ken Hill to schedule a call.  Ken will chair the group.  Kürt will join for this call. 
 
 6. Final selection of topics for educational opportunities  

a. 2013 North American Snow Conference, Charlotte, NC, April 7-10.  The Snow Conference Program 
Committee met last week and selected fleet-related topics for the program.  In addition to the three from the 
committee (in bold) other topics are: 
 Public Works: A First Responder for Traffic Incidents and All-Hazards Emergencies 
 Tree Debris Removal After Major Snow Storm 
 How did the inaugural year of Homeland Security's (FEMA) new Commercial Mobile Alert System (CMAS) 

effect your winter emergency management communication? 
 Weather and Emergency Response 
 Fighting a Historic Flood in a Snow Storm 
 Close the road? - Planning and implementing winter emergency road closure policies (Chris) 
 Federal Snow & Ice Declaration-Are You ready? (Chris) 
 Debris Management For All-Hazards Emergencies (Dave B) 
 Rebound and Ready, Atlanta resurges from the 2011 Winter Storm experience (Teresa S) 
 Using the Incident Command System in your Snow and Ice Plan (Teresa H see if Eric needs help with his 

program, if so, Mike can add about 15 minutes) 
 

b. Congress 2013 in Chicago, Illinois, August 25 – 28.  The Congress Program Review Committee will be 
meeting in early December.  Topics submitted as guaranteeds from this committee are:  
 Open Forum on Sunday 



 Illinois Public Works Mutual Aid Network-Responding to the Call – Marked as a guaranteed.  Teresa 
contacted submitter to make certain they cover the basics of Mutual Aid  

 Public Works: A First Responder for Traffic Incidents and All Hazards Emergencies - Merge with special 
events traffic management - Bergner w/FHWA rep, request a 90-minute session and include I-75 closure – 
Phil Mann 

 Emergency management 101: Why should you care? (These are the things you need to be learning about 
to effectively do your job.  First responder fundamentals, ICS, NIMS, operation plans, what you need to 
know, caring for employees, continuity of operations) – Teresa H will compile comments from 
subcommittees re what should be covered for their area.   

 
 7. Reporter articles (due November 20)  

 Basics/intro to emergency management – for new members  - Jeff May (submitted) 
 Local Multi-Hazard Mitigation Planning and the Public Works Professional (Recovery Subcommittee) - Jim 

Maxwell (submitted) 
 HAZ MAT teams for public works - Cheryl Simpolt (submitted) 
 IAEM’s certification program - Kate Walker (submitted) 
 NC Chapter Program on EM - Cameron Patterson (submitted) 
 Get Ready: NIMS–Compliant Training for Public Works – Bergner (submitted) 
 Integrating Public Works Into Emergency Management - Phil Mann (submitted) 
 Dirty Work:  A Training Exercise in Emergency Management – Doug House (submitted) 
 Justifying the value of attendance and participation  (Prep & Planning Sub) - Ken Hill/Ray Savalia - coming 
 NHSC White Paper – Laura (Washington Report) 
 Tips for getting PW included in grants – Sudi Shoja - coming 
 Highway incidents and how public works plays a role.  Merge with special events traffic management - 

Bergner, TJ Sorenson or Green Bay Staff for Packer Games 
 MGT 317 - Vince Slominski 
 Moving Shuttle Endeavor to museum in LA (part 1 - Planning aspect) - Cora Jackson-Fossett – coming 26th  
 Boulder recovery from forest fires - Mike Sutherland talk with contact about deadline of Nov 20 
 Updating vulnerability assessment for an all-hazards approach (Prep & Plan Sub) - Ken Hill 
 Sustainability steps as related to disasters (Prep & Plan Sub) - Ram Tewari  
 Mitigation is sustainability - Larry Z 

  Teresa will send reminders to authors of the articles not already submitted.  
 
 8. Recognize Your Leader Column.  Members discussed recommendations suggested by committee members and 

agreed to recognize Teresa Scott.  Teresa Hon will work with Phil Mann to submit copy for the magazine.  
 
 9. External Working Group Reports – next month Teresa will send a request for updates via email.  If there are 

specific items for discussion, they can be added to the agenda.  
a. Stafford Act Coalition – Larry Z  Meeting within the last month or two but was unable to attend 
b. Strategic Foresight Initiative – Larry Z nothing to report 
c. NAC Updates – Teresa Scott 

 The NAC met October 18 in Washington, DC. We received a briefing on the FEMACorp and FEMA 
Qualification System that are underway.  Both are very ambitious programs aimed at building a qualified, 
work force now and into the future.  They have also implemented a detailee program in which FEMA 
employees are put into state & local government offices to work at those respective levels – the person is 
on loan and paid for by FEMA.   

 Building USAR teams and/or overcoming the barriers of liability and licensure of International USAR teams 
continue to be issues getting attention from multiple federal working groups.  

 My term is up June 2013.  The EM Committee should identify someone to nominate for an administrator’s 
selection position.  David Himes with his USAR experience; or Curt Edwards with his experience through 
ASCE in going abroad after major international events may be the best ones – I would even consider 
submitting both.  Rather than submitting one person I think we will have a greater chance of getting 
someone selected if we submit multiple nominations.  David Bergner and/or Phil Mann may also be good 
choices because of their traffic management/broader emergency management experience if we submit 
multiple.  

 Chris agrees that multiple nominees might increase the odds because of geographical distribution and 
areas of expertise 

d. Credentialing: DHS Committee – Diane Linderman reported that documents are in process within FEMA.  
Sandy may delay. 



e. SAFECOM – Phil Mann is on his way to the SAFECOM meeting and will have a report for the next meeting 
f. Homeland Security Consortium – Laura Berkey/Chris Walsh – the white paper was released 
g. All Hazards Incident Management Team Association – Mike Sutherland no report 
h. Transportation Research Board (TRB) – Dave Bergner no report 
i. EPA Recovery/Disaster Funding Focus Group – Kürt Blomquist indicated that this group hasn’t met 
j. Winter Maintenance Subcommittee – Teresa provide information on the topics selected for the Snow 

Conference in previous report 
k. Emergency Service Sector Working Groups and Summit  

 Emergency Services Self Assessment Tool (ESSAT) – Chris  
 Summit Planning Group – Mike  
 ESS Cyber – Chris   
 ESS Medical Countermeasures – Meeting went well, many want to “play with APWA.”  Concur we are part 

of the process, but trying to get their heads around who should be protected.   
 CSCS Working Group (Cyber) 
 Cyber Risk Assessment – Kürt and Chris  

 
 10. Subcommittee Reports – in the interest of time (subcommittee members and staff) it was agreed that 

subcommittees will meet every other month.   
  Schedule for subcommittees (and committee liaisons): 
  November subcommittee meetings:  Recovery (May), Preparedness & Planning (Mann) 
  December subcommittee meetings:  Mitigation (Sutherland), Response (Smith), Prevention (Bergner) 
 
 11. New topics/projects – will discuss more completely during next conference call 
  Possible new committee projects 

 General committee PPT 
 Working with other committees (Teresa will provide a report of what’s in the works for the December meeting) 
Announcements 
 Sudi – CALEMA training for evaluations for registered responders.  Have every professional group on their list 

except APWA. Sudi applied for grant independently, not on behalf of APWA.  
 
 12. Schedule for monthly InfoNOW Community Postings (e-mail addressed to emergency@infonow.apwa.net) Teresa 

will assign months  
December – Teresa Smith 
January – Mike Sutherland 
February – Dave Bergner 
March – Ken Hill 

April – Jeff May 
May – Phil Mann 
June – Kürt Blomquist 
July – Chris Walsh 

 
 13. Monthly committee conference calls will take place the second Wednesday of the month at 8am Pacific/9am 

Mountain/10am Central/11am Eastern.  Dates for the next six months are: 
  December 12, 2012 
  January 9, 2013 
  February 13, 2013 
  March 13, 2013 
  April – During Snow Conference April 7-10, 2013 
  May 8, 2013 

 
 14. Adjourn 
  


