
American Public Works Association 
2345 Grand Boulevard, Suite 700, Kansas City, MO  64108-2625 

Phone (816) 472-6100  Fax (816) 472-1610 
Web www.apwa.net  E-mail thon@apwa.net 

 
 

EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE 
CONFERENCE CALL MEETING SUMMARY 

Wednesday, August 10, 2011 
 

Participants: Curt Edwards  Kürt Blomquist 
 Chris Walsh  Dave Bergner 
 Laura Berkey-Ames, Staff  Teresa Hon, Staff  
 
Absent:  Larry Zensinger  Harry Weed   
 Jeff May Cora Jackson-Fossett 
 
 

 1. Call to Order – Curt Edwards 
 The June 1 Meeting Summary was approved as submitted 

 2. At Large Director Report (Board of Directors and Sustainability) – Cora Jackson-Fossett 
 Membership – The July month-end membership is 28,535, which is a 7 member decrease from the 

previous month’s membership total. It is a 0.2% increase over July 2010 numbers. The 2011 First Time 
Member campaign has successfully recruited 1,297 new members through the end of July, an increase of 
126 new members compared to last month and 175 more than the same time during the 2010 campaign. 
The First Time Member campaign will continue throughout 2011. Anyone who has not previously been a 
member can join APWA for $70 US / $76 CN. As of July 8, APWA had retained 64.1% of the new members 
who joined through the 2010 “First Time Member” campaign and have now been invoiced for renewal. That 
is 1.2% better retention than we had the same time last year from the 2009 campaign. APWA recently 
launched a “We Want You Back” membership campaign – 12 people have joined to date. The campaign is 
targeted to about 9000 former members who discontinued membership between June 1, 2001 and 
December 31, 2009 at a special offer rate of $99 US or CN.  

 APWA Board of Directors Election – The ballot for election for positions on the Board of Directors is 
currently open through August 26 via the web site. Individuals on the ballot, as submitted by the National 
Nominating Committee. 

 2011 APWA Congress – A Young Professionals registration fee of $400 (savings of $255) is being offered 
to all full Congress registration attendees who are 35 years or younger at the time of Congress.  

 Plans to launch the APWA Donald C. Stone Center at Congress in Denver are progressing, with outreach 
currently underway to an initial group of members eligible to become Public Works Leadership Fellows. 
Through the Center, APWA is developing a progressive system of career paths for professional 
development and credentialing in public works.  

 The North American Snow Conference is looking for speakers for the 2012 Conference in Milwaukee, WI 
on April 29th – May 2nd. Submissions deadline is August 31st, 2011.  

 Chris Walsh represented APWA at the recent Homeland Security Consortium Meeting.  
 

 3. Legislative Update – Laura  
  NFIP Bill Passes House - On July 12, the House of Representatives passed the “Flood Insurance Reform Act 

of 2011” (HR 1309) by a vote of 406 – 22. The legislation, which is sponsored by Representative Judy Biggert 
(R-IL, 13), Chairwoman of the House Financial Services Subcommittee on Insurance, Housing and 
Community Opportunity, seeks to extend the National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP) until September 30, 
2016. For the past six years, Congress has been attempting to pass long-term reauthorization bills, but 
legislators’ efforts have been unsuccessful. The latest short-term extension of the NFIP will expire September 
30, 2011—the last day of Fiscal Year 2011. HR 1309 has moved to the Senate for consideration.  

 
  National Mitigation Alliance - On July 28, the National Mitigation Alliance held its first official briefing on Capitol 

Hill which focused on why mitigation matters, how Congress can encourage disaster mitigation efforts to 
support community resilience and reduce the economic burden on constituents.  Briefing panelists included 
James Walke, Director of FEMA’s Risk Reduction Division, John Madden, Director of the Alaska Division of 



Homeland Security and Emergency Management, Chad Berginnis, Associate Director of the Association of 
State Floodplain Managers, and Alessandra Jerolleman, Executive Director of the National Hazard Mitigation 
Association. Formally established on September 10, 2010 by FEMA, the Mitigation Alliance brings together 
stakeholders dedicated to creating a more disaster resistant nation through collaboration and coordination of 
ideas and innovations that will encourage the development of safer environments for the American public. 
APWA is a founding member of the Mitigation Alliance. 

 
  APWA Joins Ready Campaign - This month, APWA joined the Ready Campaign which will sponsor its eighth 

annual National Preparedness Month in September. The Ready Campaign and Citizen Corps encourages 
individuals across the nation to take important preparedness steps that will greatly improve their ability to 
survive and recover from all types of emergencies, whether natural or man-made.  These steps included 
putting together an emergency supply kit, making a family emergency plan, staying informed about the 
different emergencies that may affect them, and becoming involved in community preparedness and response 
efforts. President Obama will issue a proclamation/statement commemorating as National Preparedness 
Month draws closer.  

 
  DHS/FEMA Grants – Appropriations FY 2012 - The Stafford Act Coalition—of which APWA is a member—

brought together 21 national organizations and numerous state/local lawmakers to sign on to an advocacy 
letter that was sent to the entire Senate, specifically—Senator Mary Landrieu, Appropriations Committee 
Chairman of the Subcommittee on Homeland Security and Senator Dan Coats, Appropriations Committee 
Ranking Member of the Subcommittee on Homeland Security.  The letter encouraged the Senate to reject the 
House of Representatives’ drastic cuts to state and local grant programs in FY 2012 appropriations for the 
Department of Homeland Security. Moreover, the letter emphasized that the federal role in preventing, 
preparing for, and responding to terrorist attacks necessitates strong federal-state-local partnerships—and 
therefore the strong partnerships already built will become threatened if the Senate agrees to the House-
recommended levels of funding for DHS grants. 

 
 4. Education Report – Harry Weed was not available to make a report. One of the committee’s CLL programs, 

“How to Be FEMA Ready When Disaster Hits,” is scheduled for August 11.  Kürt Blomquist will participate on 
behalf of the committee.  

 
 5. Discussion of Think Tank report and committee’s plan to address recommendations – The committee 

reviewed the recommendations of the Emergency Management Think Tank item by item.  Staff will compile 
the committee comments into a document for review the committee and submission to the Peter King.  

 
 6. Determine topic(s) for 2012 North American Snow Conference, Milwaukee, WI, April 29-May 2 (proposal 

deadline is August 31). Ideas should be shared with the full committee via email before submitting the 
proposal. Mitigating snow and ice storms/preparation and planning. Chris will share ideas for a few topics.  

 
 7. Discuss sessions for Congress 2012 in Anaheim, CA, August 26-29 (proposal deadline late September) – 

Members agreed to bring forward topics, along with potential speakers, for decision during the Congress 
meeting.  

 
 8. APWA Reporter copy deadline November 15 – Teresa will follow-up with potential authors regarding deadline 
  Reporter topics identified during April meeting 

 Cyber Security (Kürt)  
 Partnering with Chambers of Commerce (Les Miller) 
 Review of what has changed since 9/11 (possibly a monthly column for 2012?) 

o Legislation – Laura 
o Air travel 
o Security of roads/bridges/tunnels 
o Cyber threats 
o Critical infrastructure/interdependency 
o Bioterrorism 
o Communications  
o Evolution of NIMS 
o Interoperability 



o Chemical Security - CFAs 
 Crisis Communication: How to manage information (being released by individuals through social media) to 

get the right message out – contribute to or abate?  – Cora locate an author 
 New products from EMI for public works – Teresa talk to Gregg Varner 
 An overview of where public works started (when public works wasn’t included as a first responder) and 

how the APWA has worked to get public works included – Teresa’s committee article (with assistance from 
members) 

 The Trifecta in Japan: we could never have guessed this could happen (the necessity for preparedness) – 
Larry Z 

 Small community preparation – Jeff and Kürt 
 Using Reverse 911 for snow plowing notification – Harry  
 National Levee Safety – Andy Haney 
 Think Tank Summary – Judy Mueller or Larry Lux? 
 Debris management for ice – find a community that got through it, step by step accounting 

 
 9. Click, Listen and Learn  
  a. How to be FEMA Ready When Disaster Hits (August 11, 2011) – Speakers: Col. Terry Ebbers, New 

Orleans & David J. Elgin, PE, Public Works Dir/City Engineer, City of Cedar Rapids, IA 
  b. Debris Management (with SW Committee) – Teresa has been working with APWA Education Staff and a 

representative of the Solid Waste Committee to identify speakers. She will provide a status report at the 
Congress meeting.  

 
 10. Subcommittee Reports – meetings were delayed until after the Think Tank report was released.  Chairs are 

encouraged to hold meetings before Congress.  
a. Mitigation Subcommittee – Larry  
b. Prevention Subcommittee – Chris  
c. Preparedness & Planning Subcommittee – Kürt  
d. Response Subcommittee – Harry  
e. Recovery Subcommittee – Curt  

 
 11. External Working Group Reports – In the interest of time, reports were deferred to the next meeting (unless 

members had specific information to report) 
a. Stafford Act Coalition – Larry Z  
b. Strategic Foresight Initiative – Larry Z  
c. HSPD-8:  National Preparedness Goal, Target Capabilities, Universal Task List, NIMS and NPR Update  
d. Credentialing: DHS Committee  
e. SAFECOM – Laura Berkey for Phil Mann 
f. Homeland Security Consortium – Laura Berkey/Chris Walsh 
g. NAC Report – Teresa Scott reported that the new appointees have been announced.  There is a list of 

membership by category on FEMA’s website at http://www.fema.gov/about/nac/ 
h. IRWG sub group on PW – Chris/Kürt   
i. Criticality Industry stakeholder workshop – Curt 
j. Update on FEMA education program for PW in emergencies – Teresa H reported that work continues on 

the new training programs.  Gregg Varner will be presenting information on all four at Congress on Sunday 
from 8:30-9:45am in Room 504 

k. The Infrastructure Security Partnership – Kürt  
l. EPA Discussion Group for Recovery/Reimbursement for Water Sector - Kürt 

 
 12. Schedule for monthly InfoNOW Community Postings (e-mail addressed to emergency@infonow.apwa.net)  

August – Chris 
September – Jeff 

 
 13. Congress 2011 sessions – informational  

a. Haiti Experience:  Lessons Learned (Sun 3:00-3:50) – Room 201 
b. So You Want to Deploy – But Are You Ready?  (Mon 2:00-2:50) – Room 601 
c. Cyber Security Evaluations through DHS (Tues 3:45-5:00) – Room 603 
d. Emergency Management Committee Meeting (Tues 10:00am-1:00pm) – Room 204 



 
 14. 2012 Committee membership and leadership – Teresa provided the roster of committee members for the next 

term. Members welcomed Chris Walsh back as the chair of the committee.  Curt has been appointed to the 
International Affairs Committee. 

 
 15. The meeting adjourned at 11:03am.  


