
EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE 
CONFERENCE CALL MEETING SUMMARY 

Wednesday, June 1, 2011 
 

Participants: Curt Edwards  Jeff May 
 Chris Walsh  Laura Berkey-Ames, Staff 
 Teresa Hon, Staff 
 
Guest: Thomas K. Zink, MD  
 
Absent: Cora Jackson-Fossett Larry Zensinger  
 Harry Weed  Kürt Blomquist 
 
 
 1. Call to Order – Curt Edwards 

 The order of discussion was changed so that Dr. Zink could listen to the report from Chris regarding the 
Emergency Service Sector Coalition on Medical Counter Measures 

 The May 11 Meeting Summary was approved as submitted 
 

2. Project EQUIPP – Thomas K. Zink, MD 

 Doctor Zink is a biodefense consultant and an adjunct associate professor at Saint Louis University.  Zink’s 
accomplishments include: more than two decades of practicing emergency medicine and health system quality 
improvement; achieving U.S. policy for universal childhood vaccination against hepatitis A; building a global 
recommendation to booster adolescents and adults against pertussis; and founding Project 
Equal Immunization Policies and Practices (EQUIPP) which has resulted in CDC recommendation to offer pre-
event, anthrax vaccination to U.S. civilian emergency responders. Doctor Zink is a [retired] Diplomat of the 
American Board of Emergency Medicine, a past Fellow of American College of Emergency Medicine and a 
licensed Physician & Surgeon in "Good Standing" by the Missouri State Board of Healing Arts.  

 Dr. Zink reported to the Committee that over the last couple of years, the grassroots advocacy for Project 
EQUIPP has won new Centers for Disease Control (CDC) recommendations on the access to and use of the 
anthrax vaccine. Dr. Zink hopes to include APWA in this project—as public works professionals should be 
among those who should be offered pre-exposure anthrax vaccine along with the other emergency responders 
who answer suspicious powder events. 

 Currently, a number of stakeholder entities has been contacted which include but are not limited to the 
International Association of Fire Fighters, the National Sheriffs Association, and the International Association 
of Fire Chiefs. Dr. Zink reported that he has been in contact with DHS Emergency Services Sector personnel 
and the CDC. EQUIPP volunteers consist of a large, diverse group: the Missouri Department of Health & 
Senior Services, the State Emergency Management Agency, and the Missouri Department of Public Safety - 
Office of Homeland Security (who are helping organize the vaccination demonstration pilot within the 
Homeland Security Regional Response System of Missouri).  Seven work groups are in place to address the 
entire program from awareness/education to sustainment and funding.  Dr. Zink has approached the 
U.S. Department of Health & Human Services Assistant Secretary for Preparedness & Response and the CDC 
Office of Public Health Preparedness & Response (OPHPR) who are supportive in theory but do not have 
programmatic funding due to the budget mess in D.C.  Both have declared Project EQUIPP as rated high on 
merit and fundability and the CDC OPHPR is on record as stating Project EQUIPP is pertinent to its mission 
and its efforts to comply with the 2009 executive order on “Medical Countermeasures Following a Biological 
Attack".   

 
 The Emergency Management Committee plans to stay in close contact with Dr. Zink as the EQUIPP project 

moves forward, and work with the DHS Emergency Service Sector’s Medical Countermeasures Work Group 
on this initiative.  

 
 3. Emergency Service Sector Coalition on Medical Counter Measures – Chris recently met with representatives 

from the Department of Homeland Security, the Centers for Disease Control, and Health and Human Services, 
who were open to the idea and were apologetic that Emergency Service Sectors (ESS) personnel were 



forgotten. There will be fast movement in the group. They are looking for additional associations and 
organizations to join the coalition. Some of the things they’re working on incluce: 
 Developing a draft national strategy for protecting ESS.  The process will involve a couple of conference 

calls and a meeting in Atlanta.  This national Strategy would be in conjunction with the National Fire Chief’s 
Association. 

 Conduct a Survey (Dr. Zink mentioned several surveys they’ve conducted and might be able to help with 
this) 

 Requests for briefing with Senate Health and Homeland Security Committee (Chris directed them to 
contact Laura Berkey-Ames) 

 Want is to actively participate in the reauthorization of the Pandemic Reauthorization Act.  
 Looking at developing an actual ESS Advisory Board and formalizing the technical capability of writing  
If members think of other organizations who would be interested in participating, please forward to Laura or 
Chris.  

  The group will be meeting again in August and possibly November in Las Vegas. 
 

  Chris believes that by partnering with fire and police, we will have a louder voice through the numbers.  Chris 
will continue to participate in these groups and welcome additional input/support from other members.   

 
 4. At Large Director Report (Board of Directors and Sustainability) – Cora Jackson-Fossett was unable to attend 

the meeting; however, she provided the following report via email.  
 Membership – The April month-end membership count was 28,453, an increase of 0.6% over the previous 

month, and approximately a 1.8% decrease compared to the same-time-last-year count. This is the third 
consecutive month of an increase; the trend is positive. The 2011 First Time Member campaign has 
successfully recruited 844 new members through the end of April, a 2.7% increase from the same-time-
last-year. Our membership in Canada continues to grow -- we now have 2,045 members from Canada, 
7.23% of total membership. As of the end of April, APWA had retained 66.9% of the new members who 
joined through the 2009 “First Time Member” campaign and 50% of the new members who joined during 
the 2010 campaign.  

 2011 APWA/PNS Snow Conference – APWA partnered with the Pacific Northwest Snowfighters 
Association (PNS) for a very successful joint North American Snow Conference, April 10-13, 2011 in 
Spokane, Washington.  Attendance included 564 full-paid registrants, 858 attendees and total participation 
of 1,275 people. The combined APWA/PNS exhibit floor had 131 companies represented and 253 exhibit 
booths. Next year, the Snow Conference will be held in Milwaukee, April 29-May 2 and the Call for 
Presentations is now open.  

 2011 APWA Awards Program – APWA has notified all chapters and those who submitted nominations for 
the 2011 APWA Awards Program as to the decision of award recipients. Chapters who are eligible to 
submit for the 2011 PACE Award have been notified and have until close of business on June 1 to submit 
their nomination for the award.  

 2011 APWA Sustainability in Public Works Conference – The 2011 APWA Sustainability in Public Works 
Conference will take place June 27 – 29, 2011 at the Hilton Portland & Executive Tower, Portland, 
Oregon.  

 Certification – Computer-based testing is now available at over 20 sites in Canada. The 2011 exam 
schedule includes both open computer-based testing blocks and paper/pencil exams.  Details can be 
found on the web site.  

 Accreditation – With the recent Accreditation of Lewiston, Idaho, the number of accredited agencies now 
totals 67. The 7th edition of the Public Works Management Practices Manual will be released at Congress 
in September, 2011 in Denver. Agencies planning on being accredited using the 6th edition will need to 
sign a formal contract by October 15, 2011 to continue in the current edition of the Manual. Onsite Self-
Assessment Workshops are available to chapters, branches and local agencies by contacting Ann Daniels 
at adaniels@apwa.net or 800-848-2792, ext. 5223. The APWA Missouri Chapter is sponsoring an On-site 
Self Assessment Workshop for Chapter members in Clayton, MO on Friday, June 3, 2011.  

 
 5. Legislative Update – Legislative Update: Laura reported that the D Block/Emergency Interoperable 

Communications issue is on the move in Congress. On May 19, Senator Lieberman and Senator McCain 
introduced the Broadband for First Responders Act of 2011 (S. 1040). The legislation allocated the 700 MHz D 
Block spectrum to the public safety community free of charge—and is the companion bill to HR 607—which 



was introduced by House Homeland Security Committee Chairman King and Ranking Member Thompson in 
February. Importantly, S. 1040 includes APWA in Sec. 106: Rule of Construction for Public Safety Broadband 
Licensee. Currently, S. 1040 is the only D Block bill that specifically includes public works (in the Board of 
Directors which would assist in the construction and operation of the Emergency Interoperable Broadband 
Network). Since S. 1040 closely mirrors HR 607–save for the inclusion of public works–APWA staff has been 
lobbying Chairman King and Ranking Member Thompson to amend their legislation to include public works 
when their bill is marked up.  

  
 6. Education Report – Harry was not available to provide a report for this meeting.  Staff indicated that members 

have been working to identify Click, Listen & Learn topics from each committee.   
 
 7. Subcommittee Reports – no subcommittee meetings have been held since the last committee conference call 

a. Mitigation Subcommittee – Larry  
b. Prevention Subcommittee – Chris  
c. Preparedness & Planning Subcommittee – Kürt  
d. Response Subcommittee – Harry  
e. Recovery Subcommittee – Curt  

 
 8. External Working Group Reports – In the interest of time a request for reports of new information was made. 

Following those reports, it was determined that we could move on to the next agenda item.  
a. Stafford Act Coalition – The Coalition met on May 19 to discuss pending and future legislative activities—

including the current state of FY 2012 homeland security appropriations. The Coalition decided to hold a 
briefing/discussion/strategy session amongst emergency management/homeland security stakeholders 
that will include organizations beyond that of the Stafford Act Coalition membership. During the strategy 
session, stakeholders will come together to identify the various Homeland Security Grant programs and 
determine how they can work together to preserve them. This meeting will occur on June 7. 

b. Strategic Foresight Initiative – no report  
c. HSPD-8:  National Preparedness Goal, Target Capabilities, Universal Task List, NIMS and NPR Update  
d. Credentialing: DHS Committee  
e. SAFECOM  
f. Homeland Security Consortium – The next meeting of the Consortium will occur in Seattle, Washington on 

June 28-29. Both Laura Berkey-Ames and Christine Walsh will be attending. 
g. NAC Report – no report 
h. IRWG sub group on PW  
i. Criticality Industry stakeholder workshop  
j. Update on FEMA education program for PW in emergencies – Teresa H reported that APWA/FEMA 

Education Task Force members have received the Plan for Instruction for the three remaining programs.  
Due to concerns regarding one of the programs, we shared the outlines with former APWA committee 
members requesting additional comments.  APWA will be afforded the opportunity to participate in testing.  

k. The Infrastructure Security Partnership  
l. EPA Discussion Group for Recovery/Reimbursement for Water Sector  
m. George’s Task Force/Think Tank – Staff indicated that the final report has been submitted to the APWA 

Board of Directors for discussion during their meeting the end of this week.  Judy Mueller will be attending 
the meeting to report on the work of the Think Tank.  

 9. Brainstorm topics for Click, Listen and Learn, Snow Conference 2012, Congress 2012, and Reporter issue – 
deferred discussion until July call.  

 
  Click, Listen & Learn topic deadline – June 1 
  a. Are You FEMA Prepared? (Draft description: When an emergency occurs, public works professionals are 

held responsible for decisions made in situations over which they have no control.   By implementing a 
thorough and effective long-term recovery plan you CAN control how your agency responds and aid in 
rapid recovery.  Learn from program speakers who have faced natural disasters and were successful in 
shortening the length of time in resolving funding issues with FEMA.  In the last five years every state has 
experienced a disaster declaration so preparing for one should be a priority for every community.  With 
declining financial resources this is a must see program!)  Speaker – Col. Terry Ebbers, New Orleans, 
confirmed.  Staff is currently seeking a second speaker to participate.  



  b. Debris Management (with SW Committee) – work is underway to identify speakers for this program.  
Teresa is reaching out to a member who provided testimony lath month which specifically addressed 
lessons learned regarding debris management. Two members of the Solid Waste Committee expressed 
interest in participating in the program  

 
  APWA Reporter copy deadline November 15 
  Reporter topics identified during April meeting 

 Cyber Security (Kürt)  
 Partnering with Chambers of Commerce (Les Miller) 
 Review of what has changed since 9/11 (possibly a monthly column for 2012?) 

o Legislation – Laura 
o Air travel 
o Security of roads/bridges/tunnels 
o Cyber threats 
o Critical infrastructure/interdependency 
o Bioterrorism 
o Communications  
o Evolution of NIMS 
o Interoperability 
o Chemical Security - CFAs 

 Crisis Communication: How to manage information (being released by individuals through social media) to 
get the right message out – contribute to or abate?  – Cora locate an author 

 New products from EMI for public works – Teresa talk to Gregg Varner 
 An overview of where public works started (when public works wasn’t included as a first responder) and 

how the APWA has worked to get public works included – Teresa’s committee article (with assistance from 
members) 

 The Trifecta in Japan: we could never have guessed this could happen (the necessity for preparedness) – 
Larry Z 

 Small community preparation – Jeff and Kürt 
 Using Reverse 911 for snow plowing notification – Harry  
 National Levee Safety – Andy Haney 
 Think Tank Summary – Judy Mueller or Larry Lux? 
 Debris management for ice – find a community that got through it, step by step accounting 

 
  2012 North American Snow Conference, Milwaukee, WI, April 29-May 2 (proposal deadline late August) 
  Congress 2012 in Anaheim, CA, August 26-29 (proposal deadline late September) 

 
10. Schedule for monthly InfoNOW Community Postings (e-mail addressed to emergency@infonow.apwa.net)  

June – Teresa (NEMA handbook) - done 
July – Curt 
August – Chris 
September – Jeff 
 

9.  Selection of Congress 2011 sessions – informational  
a. Haiti Experience:  Lessons Learned (Sun 3:00-3:50) – Curt 
b. Public Works Teams/EMAC Mission Packages (Mon 2:00-2:50) – EMAC submission, endorsed by 

committee 
c. Cyber Security Evaluations through DHS (Tues 3:45-5:00) – Laura  
d. Emergency Management Committee Meeting (Tues 10:00am-1:00pm) 

 
 11. Next Meeting – July 13 at 8:00am PDT and MST/10:00am CDT/11:00am EDT 

 


