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EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE 
CONFERENCE CALL MEETING SUMMARY 

Wednesday, May 11, 2011 
 

Participants: Curt Edwards  Jeff May 
 Chris Walsh  Larry Zensinger  
 Kürt Blomquist  Harry Weed  
 Cora Jackson-Fossett Laura Berkey-Ames, Staff 
 Teresa Hon, Staff 
 
 
 1. Call to Order – Curt Edwards 

 There were no changes or additions to the agenda 
 The April 1 Meeting Summary was approved as submitted.  

 
 2. At Large Director Report (Board of Directors and Sustainability) – Cora Jackson-Fossett  

 Membership has increased by .6% over last month for a total of 28,453 
 First time member campaign has recruited 844 new members through the end of April.  In Canada we 

have a 7.23% increase with 2045 members.  APWA has retained 66.9% of new members who have joined 
through the first time member campaign. 

 The Snow Conference was held last month in Spokane, WA.  We had participation of 1275 people which 
included 564 full paid registrants.  The exhibit floor had 131 companies in 253 booth spaces. Next year the 
event will take place in Milwaukee, April 29-May 2.  

 The Sustainability in Public Works Conference is scheduled for June 27-29 in Portland, Oregon.  Save $50 
if registered before May 27th.   

 Number of great things from Government Affairs but she will defer to Laura for that report.  
 
 3. Legislative Update – Laura provided the following report: 
 

Mitigation Alliance – As a founding member of the National Mitigation Alliance, I wanted to alert you that the 
Alliance launched its website on May 3. The National Emergency Management Association (NEMA) manages 
the Alliance, and accordingly has added a page to its website http://www.nemaweb.org on the Mitigation 
Alliance. Additionally, the Alliance is currently working with the Congressional Hazards Caucus Alliance (which 
APWA belongs to) to discuss the possibility of a briefing, or series of briefings on Capitol Hill to discuss the 
relationship between mitigation and other hot-button topics such as sustainability and the federal grant 
structure. The briefings will enable the Alliance to further educate lawmakers and congressional staff, 
strengthen relationships with other federal agency partners and promote the Alliance’s strategic goal of 
increasing its membership.  
 
Chemical Security – Congress is moving forward with reauthorizing the Chemical Facility Security Anti-
Terrorism Program, which expires at the end of FY 2011 (September 30, 2011) Currently, there are numerous 
bills in the House and Senate. Some bills would merely continue the program as is—whereas others would 
bring drinking water and wastewater under the CFATS umbrella. Currently, APWA advocates that drinking 
water and wastewater treatment facilities should remain outside the CFATS program—which is currently run 
by DHS. The EPA should remain the governmental agency that regulates drinking water and wastewater 
treatment facilities. There is a bill in the Senate—S. 711—that while it has not moved out of committee, proves 
to be potentially troublesome to drinking water and wastewater facilities.  In short, the bill amends the Safe 
Drinking Water Act and the Federal Water Pollution Control Act to authorize the Administrator of the EPA to 
reduce or eliminate the risk of releases of hazardous chemicals from public water systems and wastewater 
treatment facilities. On its face, the bill appears to be positive, but Laura is seeking comment from committee 
members regarding the bill’s provisions on small communities, vulnerability assessments and inherently safer 
technology.  
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White House Meeting – On Tuesday, May 10, Laura met with White House Resilience Directorate staff 
Richard Reed, Special Assistant to the President and Senior Director of Continuity, and Ahasha Tribble, PHD., 
Director for Critical Infrastructure, Protection and Resilience Policy. The meeting was a brainstorming and 
information sharing session, rather than an advocacy meeting. Laura conveyed what activities APWA is 
involved in with the Legislative and Executive Branches. The primary focus of this meeting was of course, that 
of the recently released Homeland Security Presidential Policy Directive-8 (HSPPD-8)—and how APWA can 
maintain open communication and a solid working relationship with the Resilience Directorate. Currently, the 
Resilience Directorate is looking at Homeland Security Presidential Directives 5 and 7. HSPD-5 establishes 
the National Incident Management System and HSPD-7 establishes a national policy for federal departments 
and agencies to identify and prioritize critical infrastructure. The White House is focusing on the latter directive 
first. The White House has spoken to both the private sector and other Federal agencies/sub-agencies (ex: 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration) regarding HSPD-7 and it is unclear what President Obama 
wants to do with this directive. According to Richard, the President may want to wordsmith the directive, re-
write it completely, turn it into an Executive Order, or merely add a presidential memo to the end of the 
directive. Needless to say, the White House has yet to tap the public sector/national stakeholders for their 
input—and currently, APWA is the FIRST national stakeholder asked to provide input on HSPD-7. Laura is 
currently seeking input from the Emergency Management Committee and Subcommittees, and will submit 
their remarks the week of May 15.  

 
 4. Education Report – Harry reported that the Education Committee will start to look at the topics submitted from 

the committees for Click, Listen & Learn programs.  
 
 5. Subcommittee Reports  

a. Mitigation Subcommittee – Larry reported that the group held their first meeting.  There was a very good 
discussion of the issues or subjects for chapter presentations and education.  A couple of the members 
volunteered to get started on the presentations.  Waiting for feedback on ideas generated during the call.  

b. Prevention Subcommittee – Chris reported that Phil Mann will be serving as chairperson of the 
subcommittee.  They’re struggling with what the subcommittee should be focusing on so that there isn’t 
overlap with other subcommittees.  Will continue to work on editing the chapter presentation list before the 
next conference call. Will begin updating the Pandemic Flu slides. Inquired about activities and the final 
report of the EM Task Force so have scheduled next call for after release of the Task Force report.  

c. Preparedness & Planning Subcommittee – Subcommittee hasn’t met since the last committee meeting.  
Next meeting is set for August 3rd.  

d. Response Subcommittee – Harry held a first conference call. The next call will take place July 1. 
e. Recovery Subcommittee – Curt reported that the subcommittee met April 26.  Gary Schneider will serve as 

the chairman of the subcommittee.  Their work was similar to the other committees and will be taking a 
look at the list of topics and develop what they feel is under their jurisdiction and acknowledge there will be 
overlap with other subcommittees.  Curt feels the committee liaisons should look at where there is overlap.  
This subcommittee is also waiting to see what recommendations will come from the Task Force report to 
the board. Next call is early July.  

 
 6. Review of survey results for development/enhancement of chapter relations – Teresa  
Subcommittees could write an article on what they’re doing.  
PowerPoint Curt prepared – share with chapters.  
 
 7. External Working Group Reports  

a. Stafford Act Coalition – The next meeting of the Stafford Act Coalition will occur on Thursday, May 19. 
Laura will provide a report during the June conference call 

b. Strategic Foresight Initiative – no report at this time 
c. HSPD-8:  National Preparedness Goal, Target Capabilities, Universal Task List, NIMS and NPR Update –

The replacement for HSPD8 is out.  DHS will be working on a National Preparedness Goal. 
d. Credentialing: DHS Committee – Diane Linderman reported to Teresa that hopefully the resources will be 

in the Federal Register this summer.  We will make sure the committee is aware.  The Public Works 
Working Group meets in June in Salt Lake City 
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e. SAFECOM – The next in-person meeting will occur in June. Phil Mann, APWA’s new SAFECOM 
representative, will attend and report out during the July conference call. 

f. Homeland Security Consortium – The monthly conference call will occur on Thursday, May 12. Laura will 
provide an update during the June conference call. 

g. NAC Report – The NAC is meeting next week in LA. David Himes has been appointed to the credential 
work group.  The NAC chair met with Craig and talked about the need to increase public works role in 
emergency response efforts.  Chair Featherstone really grasps all that PW brings to the table. 

h. IRWG sub group on PW – nothing new to report as there hasn’t been any action since the last committee 
meeting 

i. Criticality Industry stakeholder workshop – Curt sent the meeting summary to the committee.  They have 
not talked about scheduling a follow-up meeting.  

j. Update on FEMA education program for PW in emergencies – Teresa H reported that the APWA/FEMA 
Task Force received copies of the Plan of Instruction for the Damage Assessment and Emergency 
Planning courses.  The POI for Recovery course is still in progress but almost finished.  Members also had 
a chance to review the program prototype for the Damage Assessment program.  If EM Committee 
members would like to review, Teresa can forward the information to them but the timeline for feedback is 
short.  When they are ready for pilot testing, APWA will once again, have an opportunity to test within our 
membership.  

k. The Infrastructure Security Partnership – Kürt reported on the May 5 meeting where they did a final review 
on the resilience draft guide, Regional Disaster Resilience Guide.  Was not able to attend that meeting. 
Curt attended the New Jersey Symposium of which TISP was a sponsor.  They will be holding the next 
event next June at George Mason University in Fairfax County, VA.  

l. EPA Discussion Group for Recovery/Reimbursement for Water Sector – Kürt no report from the last 
meeting.  He will follow-up  

m. George’s Task Force/Think Tank – Harry indicated that the final report which will be submitted to the 
Board of Directors is due May 20.  Members felt it was a good meeting and the information received was 
worthwhile.  Reference was made to the preliminary summary of the New Orleans meeting Laura and 
Teresa prepared which was shared with the committee.  It was mentioned that the references to the 
development of strike teams and a nationwide database of public works professionals fits in with FEMA’s 
credentialing and NIMS Resource Typing project currently underway. 

 
 8. Brainstorm topics for Click, Listen and Learn, Snow Conference 2012, Congress 2012, and Reporter issue.   
 
  Click, Listen & Learn topic deadline – June 1 
  APWA Reporter copy deadline November 15 
  2012 North American Snow Conference, Milwaukee, WI, April 29-May 2 (proposal deadline late August) 
  Congress 2012 in Anaheim, CA, August 26-29 (proposal deadline late September) 
   
  CLL Topics identified: 

 Debris Management – tornadoes, floods, ice, etc. – EMI is only offering their debris mgt course once a 
year.  The EM Committee would like to work with the Solid Waste Committee on this topic.  Teresa 
mentioned that there were a couple of good speakers at the New Orleans meeting who addressed lessons 
learned from Katrina.  She could follow-up with them as potential speakers.  

 How to Be FEMA Prepared - Resurrecting how to deal with FEMA, recording keeping. One of the items 
that came up in NO is being FEMA prepared.  This would be a good topic for the Reporter and Congress 
too – Teresa will follow-up with a couple of good potential speakers for this program.  

 
  Reporter topics identified at April meeting 

 Cyber Security (Kürt)  
 Partnering with Chambers of Commerce (Les Miller) 
 Review of what has changed since 9/11 (possibly a monthly column for 2012?) 

o Legislation – Laura 
o Air travel 
o Security of roads/bridges/tunnels 
o Cyber threats 
o Critical infrastructure/interdependency 
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o Bioterrorism 
o Communications  
o Evolution of NIMS 
o Interoperability 
o Chemical Security - CFAs 

 Crisis Communication: How to manage information (being released by individuals through social media) to 
get the right message out – contribute to or abate?  – Cora locate an author 

 New products from EMI for public works 
 An overview of where public works started (when public works wasn’t included as a first responder) and 

how the APWA has worked to get public works included – Teresa’s committee article (with assistance from 
members) 

 The Trifecta in Japan: we could never have guessed this could happen (the necessity for preparedness) – 
Larry Z 

 Small community preparation – Jeff and Kürt 
 Using Reverse 911 for snow plowing notification – Harry  
 Debris management for ice – find a community that got through it, step by step accounting 
 National Levee Safety – Andy Haney 
 Think Tank Summary – Judy Mueller or Larry Lux? 

 
 9. Selection of Congress 2011 sessions – informational  

a. Haiti Experience:  Lessons Learned (Sun 3:00-3:50) – Curt 
b. Public Works Teams/EMAC Mission Packages (Mon 2:00-2:50) – Teresa    
c. Cyber Security Evaluations through DHS (Tues 3:45-5:00) – Laura  
d. Emergency Management Committee Meeting (Tues 10:00am-1:00pm) 

 
10. Schedule for monthly InfoNOW Community Postings (e-mail addressed to emergency@infonow.apwa.net)  

May – Larry and Kürt  
June – Teresa (Congress overview) 
July – Curt 

August – Chris 
September – Jeff 

 
11. Next Meeting – The meeting was moved to June 1 at 8:00am PDT/9:00am MST/10:00am CDT/11:00am EDT  

 


