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EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE 
CONFERENCE CALL MEETING SUMMARY 

Wednesday, February 16, 2011 
 

Participants: Curt Edwards  Jeff May 
 Kürt Blomquist  Chris Walsh 
 Harry Weed Laura Berkey-Ames, Staff   
 Teresa Hon, Staff 
 
Absent: Larry Zensinger Cora Jackson-Fossett 
 
Subcommittee Guests: David Himes (Response Subcommittee) Gary Schneider (Recovery) 
  Dave Bergner (Preparedness & Planning) Scott Nodes (Preparedness & Planning) 
  Ken Hill (Preparedness & Planning) Teresa Scott (Mitigation Sub) 
  Phil Mann (Prevention) Brian Usher (Prevention & Recovery Subs) 
  Jeffrey Hogan (Mitigation)  
 
 
 1. Call to Order – Curt Edwards 

 Welcome to subcommittee members 
 There were no changes or additions to the agenda  
 The January 19 Meeting Summary was approved as submitted 

 2. Emergency Management Subcommittee Discussion – Curt Edwards welcomed subcommittee members to the 
conference call meeting and provided a quick overview of the subcommittee mission/goals.  He discussed the 
potential conference call schedules and the allocation of subcommittee projects and emerging issues for the 
five subcommittees.   

   1) Mitigation Subcommittee 
   2) Prevention Subcommittee 
   3) Preparedness & Planning Subcommittee 
   4) Response Subcommittee 
   5) Recovery Subcommittee 

 
  In addition to reviewing requests for comment on documents and evaluation of emerging issues, 

subcommittee members could also suggest topics for Congress, Snow Conference and Click, Listen & Learn 
programs. Submission of Reporter articles could be another area where the subcommittees provide assistance 
to the full committee.   

 
  A previously discussed request for information regarding sea level changes and aging infrastructure was 

assigned as a discussion item for the Mitigation Subcommittee.  
 
  Another previously discussed potential joint project with the Water Resources Committee wherein APWA 

would conduct outreach with water and wastewater utilities to be certain that they are prepared for an 
emergency was determined to be a project for a subcommittee.  Teresa and Laura will take this topic to the 
Mitigation and Prevention Subcommittees.   

 
  Teresa Scott mentioned that FEMA National Advisory Committee (NAC) Work Group Subcommittees are 

being developed.  Membership in the subcommittees will be opened up for involvement of individuals outside 
the NAC.  There will be a bottom up review of the Public Assistance Program as well as credentialing.  If 
anyone is interested, please contact Teresa Scott at 352-393-8801. Teresa Hon will provide her with contact 
information for the individuals who served on the APWA/FEMA Education Task Force. 
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 3. At Large Director Report (Board of Directors and Sustainability) – Cora Jackson-Fossett was not available to 
provide a report.  Teresa Hon was present at the Board meeting and indicated that members reviewed and 
received reports from a variety of task forces and special working groups.  On the majority of the issues, Peter 
King was directed to develop strategies and action plans for consideration by the Board of Directors at their 
April meeting.   

 4. Legislative Update – Laura  

FY 2012 Budget: The Obama Administration released a $3.7 trillion Fiscal Year (FY) 2012 budget proposal to 
Congress on February 14. The plan includes policies to achieve $1.1 trillion deficit reduction over 10 years 
(excluding war savings) and a five-year non-security discretionary spending freeze which will reduce the deficit 
by over $400 billion over the next decade. The budget proposes significant spending increases for some 
infrastructure categories, such as for transportation.  But it also includes deep cuts to others, such as water 
infrastructure programs and several Federal Emergency Management Agency programs.  The release of the 
Administration’s budget request marks the start of the annual budget and appropriations process in Congress, 
which will begin holding hearings on the proposed budget this month. 

Interoperable Communications/D Block: Currently, APWA is very busy working on legislation that would 
allocate the 700 MHz D Block spectrum to public safety free of charge. There are two bills that have appeared 
in Congress thus far, S. 28 and HR 607. APWA is in the process of continuing its advocacy activities—sending 
letters and going on Hill Visits—lobbying Congress to formally recognize public works as a first responder in 
the legislation.  

Continuing Resolution: On February 11, the “Full Year Continuing Resolution Appropriations Act of 2011” (HR 
1) was introduced. This legislation would continue government funding throughout the rest of FY 2011 (until 
Sept. 30), as this bill picks up where the current continuing resolution ends, expiring on March 4. The bill 
continues government funding of the Department of Homeland Security and its related programs (including 
FEMA programs).  

 5. Education Report – Harry had a conflict during the last meeting and was unable to attend.  The next meeting is 
scheduled for Tuesday, February 22.  

 
 6. Policy and Position Statements – Unless otherwise noted, the statements will stand without revision.  Updates 

are due to the Government Affairs Committee staff by March 15.  
a. Advocacy statements  

1) Flood Map Modernization Program  
2) Interoperable Communications – Laura will work to incorporate comments received to date 
3) National Preparedness  
4) Stafford Act – Teresa work with Larry Zensinger re possible updates 
5) Statewide Mutual Aid – Chris Walsh work with Teresa to update 

b. Guidance statements 
1) Improving Local Agencies Emergency Service Capabilities 
2) Pandemic Events 
3) PW Professionals as Emergency Responders 

c. New Cyber Security Statement – Laura has sent out for a preliminary review and received comments from 
members.  The final draft statement was approved as submitted 

 
 7. Chapter Relations Projects – Teresa explained the process she is undertaking to contact the chairs of chapter 

Emergency Management Committees and feedback she has received thus far.  Before the next conference 
call meeting, she will prepare a summary for the Emergency Management Committee and the EM Think Tank.  

  a. Discussion of topics for chapter presentations – This topic was tabled until the next meeting, however, 
members agreed to review the list of topics developed in 2008.  Subcommittees could be tasked with 
fleshing out the outlines and creating PowerPoint slide presentations.   

  b. What does the committee expect from a chapter liaison? 
  c. Packet for chapters – In addition to providing copies of this committee’s business plan, most recent 

approved meeting summary, fact sheet, link to the position statements and the 2008 list of potential 
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educational programs for the chapter, it was suggested that she also generate a list of members with 
responsibility for emergency management programs from the chapter.  

 
 8. External Work Group Reports  

a. Stafford Act Coalition – Nothing new to report 
b. Strategic Foresight Initiative – Larry was not available to provide a report 
c. HSPD-8:  National Preparedness Goal, Target Capabilities, Universal Task List, NIMS and NPR Update – 

nothing to report 
d. Credentialing: DHS Committee – no report 
e. SAFECOM – Nothing new to report 
f. Homeland Security Consortium – Nothing new to report 
g. NAC Report – Teresa Scott previously reported on the new subcommittees being implemented 
h. IRWG sub group on PW – Chris and Kürt indicated that the next meeting will take place March 2 (ESS 

Working Group).  They will provide a report next month.  
i. Criticality Industry stakeholder workshop – Curt provided an overview of the meeting held January 31 in 

Reston. A facilitator led discussion where they worked to prioritize critical infrastructure (ways of doing it) 
which should help stakeholders work on interdependabilities and cascading issues.  This will likely be a 
continuing group which will release a work product.  He will forward the meeting minutes to the committee 
once he receives them. 

j. FEMA National Preparedness Task Force – no report  
k. Update on FEMA education program for PW in emergencies – Teresa H had no news to report but will 

follow-up to see if there is progress on development of the remaining programs 
l. The Infrastructure Security Partnership – Kürt reported on the annual workshop which took place February 

11 in Washington DC. They are working on a section which will provide regional disaster resilience 
guidelines 

m. EPA Discussion Group for Recovery/Reimbursement for Water Sector – Kürt reported that they are setting 
up another meeting in the first week of March  to complete work on a handout  

n. George’s Task Force/Think Tank – Harry reported that the Think Tank held a call yesterday afternoon. 
They are going to be meeting in New Orleans April 15-16 and will be inviting individuals involved in recent 
Hurricanes and the oil spill to discuss what APWA could have done to assist them in responding to their 
events.  One of the Think Tank members will be contacting California agencies regarding 2010 declared 
disasters.  The goal of this information gathering is to determine what can we learn and proceed from 
there.  The Think Tank will likely be coming to the Emergency Management Committee for help and to 
work with them on a couple of items (eg. Chapter relations).  Teresa also mentioned the direction given to 
the Washington staff by Think Tank members to schedule meetings with key leaders in the police, fire and 
search and rescue associations in an effort to develop relationships.  EM Committee members remarked 
on the fact that a number of EM Committee members currently serve on working groups, task forces and 
committees for these associations and suggest that they be included in plans for these meetings to ensure 
that a consistent message is conveyed.  

 9. Selection of Congress 2011 sessions – informational (speaker names due February 25)  
a. Congress 2011 EM Roundtable/Open Forum (Mon 3:00-3:50) – by consensus the committee chose to not 

hold an open forum meeting this year because each of the education blocks contain an emergency-
management related program 

b. Haiti Experience:  Lessons Learned (Sun 3:00-3:50) – Curt is set for this program  
c. Public Works Teams/EMAC Mission Packages (Mon 2:00-2:50) – Considering the uncertain timeline for 

FEMA approval of the Mission Ready Packaged, APWA staff combined an EMAC proposal with 
Committee’s guaranteed session   

d. Cyber Security Evaluations through DHS (Tues 3:45-5:00) – Laura is working with Chris, Teresa Scott and 
Kürt on this program.  

 
10. Schedule for monthly InfoNOW Community Postings (e-mail addressed to emergency@infonow.apwa.net)  

February – Larry  
March – Harry (Think Tank summary) 
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 11. Next Meeting – March 9, 2011, 8:00am Pacific/9:00am Mountain/10:00am Central/11:00am Eastern.  The 
face-to-face meeting is scheduled for Friday, April 1 in Vancouver, Washington, in conjunction with the 
Oregon/Washington combined chapter meeting.  Teresa will forward travel details later this month.  Chris 
suggested that during the brainstorming session we also consider possible topics for a Snow Conference 
proposal.  

 
 


