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EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE 
CONFERENCE CALL MEETING SUMMARY 

Wednesday, November 16, 2011 
 

Participants: Chris Walsh  Mike Sutherland  
 Dave Bergner Jeff May 
 Harry Weed Laura Berkey-Ames, Staff 
  Teresa Hon, Staff  Cora Jackson-Fossett, Board Liaison 
 
Absent:  Kürt Blomquist   
 
 

 1. Call to Order – Chris Walsh called the meeting to order.  There were no additions or changes to the agenda.  
The October 26 Meeting Summary was approved as submitted.  

 
 2. At Large Director Report (Board of Directors and Sustainability) – Cora Jackson-Fossett  

 Membership – increased b .04% compared to last year. Retained 86% of members eligible for renewal 
(2% over last year) 

 DCS received good response with 96 applications  
 2012 Awards program is now open for nominations or submittals. All info is on-lien this year.  Deadline for 

Snow & Ice Control award is Feb 1 but all others are March 1 
 Snow Conference is coming up in April 2012 in Milwaukee, Registration open in December. 
 Dates for Sustainability Conference in Pittsburgh, PA, June 25-27. Registration open January 

 
 3. Legislative Update – Laura reminded the Emergency Management Committee to provide comment on Senator 

Landrieu’s Stafford Act reform legislation. While it does not seem like the bill will move this year, APWA should 
be ready to provide comment on the legislation. Laura is asked for any and all comments/analysis be sent to 
her via email by Wednesday, November 30.  

Laura also discussed the potential development of the Government Affairs Committee establishing 
subcommittees, one of which would be an Emergency Management Subcommittee. In an effort to assist the 
subcommittee with establishing legislative goals (when the subcommittee forms), the Emergency Management 
Committee agreed upon the following possible goals for the subcommittee: 1) Amending the Homeland 
Security Act of 2002’s definition of a “first responder” to include public works; 2) Advocating that the 700 MHz 
“D Block” spectrum be allocated free of charge to the public safety community—and ensuring that public works 
is not left out of what is looked upon as the public safety community; 3) Advocating for a long term 
reauthorization of the National Flood Insurance Program and particularly focusing on the full funding of the 
Flood Map Modernization Program; 4) Stafford Act reform—providing comments/offering up language as 
Senator Landrieu’s bill moves forward next year. 

Laura also informed the committee that FEMA is forming a National Response Framework Work Group and 
has reached out to APWA for public works representation. The Department of Homeland Security, in 
partnership with Federal departments, agencies, State, local and tribal authorities, and the public and private 
sectors, is conducting a comprehensive review of the National Response Framework (NRF) to assess its 
effectiveness and identify required changes. This review is consistent with the new Presidential Policy 
Directive-8 (National Preparedness) that requires the development of integrated preparedness frameworks for 
prevention, protection, mitigation, response, and recovery. Harry Weed and Jeff May volunteered to serve as 
public works representatives. 

Laura also informed the committee that she has reached out to White House Resilience Directorate personnel 
(Richard Reed and David Bibo), FEMA Intergovernmental Affairs  staff (Gwen Camp and Larry Vigil), and 
House and Senate Homeland Security Committee staff (Edward Parkinson, Kerry Kinirons, Troy Cribb) to see 
if there are any additional initiatives APWA can get involved in.  
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 4. Subcommittee Reports  

a. Mitigation Subcommittee – Mike (Next meeting Dec 1) Developing an advocacy statement on FEMA and 
DHS sustainable grants.  Will be working to develop guidelines for chapter “care groups” who will provide 
support for public works personnel and their families during emergencies. 

b. Prevention Subcommittee – Dave (Next meeting Dec 6) Identify state EM contacts and work with chapter 
relations staff to plan implementation project for fostering relationship between chapters and state EMs 

c. Preparedness & Planning Subcommittee – (Next meeting in early February) Laura has collected and 
formatted the list of volunteers for the Peer Helpers database.  APWA will post a static document to APWA 
web site (for members only). If interest is high, we’ll look at making the database dynamic. Staff is 
developing a user terms and conditions statement which must be acknowledged before accessing the 
document.  APWA will also develop a disclaimer for volunteers to sign before the document is rolled out. 
APWA Executive Director will review the statements and determine if they need to go to legal.  
Subcommittee members will send staff suggestions for 8-15 subcategories or potential search terms for 
future versions of the database.  

d. Response Subcommittee – Harry (Next meeting Dec 8) review of the current Mutual Aid position 
statement.  Mary Wilson and Teresa Smith volunteered to conduct a review and provide suggestions or 
recommendations for change by the next conference call meeting.   

b. Recovery Subcommittee – Jeff (Next meeting Dec 2) – Subcommittee will discuss how we can address 1) 
guidelines FEMA documentation, 2) A standard methodology and format for condition assessment 
valuation.  

 
 5. IAEM relationship – Teresa summarize the contact from Jerry Quinn who suggested that APWA and the 

International Association of Emergency Managers (IAEM).  Mike Sutherland was at the IAEM in Vegas today 
and feels that because they have such a large conference we can find speakers and topics that will be 
valuable to public works.  Teresa had spoken with Larry Zensinger (who is familiar with IAEM and knows the 
new President).  Larry feels the there are ways the two organizations can support each other without regular 
attendance at each other’s meetings.  Because the IAEM is still primarily composed of local agency members, 
he felt the relationship could be an inroad for Chapters to get their members involved.  We could also 
investigate the level of penetration in the Canadian provinces which could prove to be beneficial for CPWA 
members.  Before the next call committee members should pull together an outline of expectations for 
relationship (for both APWA and IAEM) and forward to Teresa so that she can compile the list for committee 
member review prior to the December call.  

 
Informational: 

 
 6. Guaranteed sessions for Congress 2012 in Anaheim, CA, August 26-29.    
  a. The Missouri River Flood of 2011:  How to Avoid Catastrophe for 101 Days-The Flood Fighting Efforts of 

Council Bluffs Iowa – submitted By Greg Reeder  
  b. Panel discussion on successful preparedness initiatives (includes selection, training, equipping and 

organizing personnel) – suggested by Dave Bergner 
c.  Panel Discussion:  Working with Others/Building Credibility as First Responders (examples:  fusion center 

to integrate different water groups – teach our counterparts how to begin conversations and work with 
others, presenting ourselves as public works and how we come across) – suggested by Robert 
Canterbury, TX 

 
 7. External Working Group Reports  

a. Stafford Act Coalition – no recent meetings 
b. Strategic Foresight Initiative – Nothing new to report 
c. HSPD-8:  National Preparedness Goal, Target Capabilities, Universal Task List, NIMS, NPR and NAC 

Update – Teresa Scott reported that FEMA will begin roll-out sessions for the National Disaster Recovery 
Framework in December.  The schedule is still being determined, however, she is aware that the first one 
is in New Orleans and then Kansas City.  Teresa would like us to encourage APWA members to contact 
their Regional Administrators to get the specifics of the roll-outs in their region and plan to participate.   

d. Credentialing: DHS Committee – Diane Linderman indicated that they will be meeting in January to 
adjudicate the comments on the Resources Definitions from the Fed Register.  More documents should be 
posted in FR but not sure when. 

e. SAFECOM – Laura Berkey for Phil Mann – nothing new to report 
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f. Homeland Security Consortium – Laura Berkey/Chris Walsh – Will be attending next meeting in December 
in South Beach.  We were asked to a do a presentation on which Kürt will be assisting.  Can report more 
in December. 

g. IRWG sub group on PW – no report 
h. Criticality Industry stakeholder workshop – no report 
i. Update on FEMA education program for PW in emergencies – A pilot of IS-554 Planning was conducted 

last month.  The IS-556 damage assessment course is being finalized now and should be available on 
EMI’s website this month.  Teresa will send notices once it is available.  

j. The Infrastructure Security Partnership – Chris asked Laura to contact them because they want more 
contact/involvement.  Tend to do last minute scheduling so it is difficult to participate.   

k. EPA Discussion Group for Recovery/Reimbursement for Water Sector – no report 
 

 8. Upcoming Click, Listen and Learn Programs  
  a. Debris Management in Emergency Situations (with SW Committee) – Ron Smith (Gulfport, MS), Charlie 

Jones (Reading, PA). Staff has decided to marry the debris removal with a sustainability and resiliency 
(Sustainability Center) into one CLL.  The focus will be on the debris removal plans that are needed for 
FEMA and then a case study or two. Probably schedule in April  

  b. Understanding the Required EVT (Emergency Vehicle Training) for Fleets – February 23, 2012.  
  c. Case Studies on Building Support for Flood Protection Projects – March 29, 2012 (Water Committee topic)  

 
 9. 2012 North American Snow Conference, Milwaukee, WI, April 29-May 2 – Teresa  
  a. Public Works: A Partner in Traffic Incidents and All-Hazards Emergency Management – believe this 

session was accepted for the program 
  b. Snow & Ice Operations: It’s Not Just For Winter Anymore! – believe this session was accepted for the 

program 
 
 10. APWA Reporter copy deadline November 20 – Teresa provided an update and indicated we should have 

enough copy  
 Cyber Security – Kürt (submitted) 
 Small community preparation – Jeff  (confirmed, with assistance from Kürt) 
 Crisis Communication: How to manage information  (submitted) 
 Building relationships with police and fire – Ken Miller, IL (submitted) 
 New products from EMI for public works – Gregg Varner or Kayleen Holt  (confirmed) 
 The Trifecta in Japan: we could never have guessed this could happen (the necessity for preparedness) – 

Larry Z (submitted) 
 Crystal Lake Blizzard and Windstorm  (submitted)  
 Legislative Report – Laura (confirmed) 
 An overview of where public works started (when public works wasn’t included as a first responder) and 

how the APWA has worked to get public works included – Teresa’s committee article (with assistance from 
members) 

 Draft for President’s Message – Teresa (Typed Resource Definitions for Public Works Teams and how 
they will be used by public works professionals.  Also relate to the recommendation from the Emergency 
Management Think Tank that asked for strike teams.  Summarize some of the other efforts the committee 
is undertaking to address the recommendations) 

 
 11. Schedule for monthly InfoNOW Community Postings (e-mail addressed to emergency@infonow.apwa.net)  

November: Kurt December: Harry January: Mike 
 It was suggested we ask Teresa Scott if she would be willing to post information regarding the National 

Disaster Recovery Framework sessions.  
 
 12. Discuss spring meeting dates – March 14-15 (with arrival being on March 13) or March 21-22 (with arrival 

being on March 20) in Washington DC.  Laura is willing to reach out to White House, FEMA and 
Congressional Staff.  Committee members are to think about what issues we’d like to discuss to guide Laura in 
organizing meetings. Most important is to be able to make contact at DHS (perhaps branches that we have not 
reached out to).   

 
 13. Next conference call meeting was changed to December 21 at 8am Pacific/9am Mountain/10am 

Central/11am Eastern.  


