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EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE 
CONFERENCE CALL MEETING SUMMARY 

Wednesday, January 19, 2011 
 

Participants: Curt Edwards  Jeff May 
 Kürt Blomquist  Larry Zensinger  
 Harry Weed  Cora Jackson-Fossett  
 Teresa Hon, Staff Laura Berkey-Ames, Staff   
 
Absent: Chris Walsh  
 
Guests: Matthew Waldrip, Action First Ryan Morley, Action First 
 
 
 1. Call to Order – Curt Edwards 

 There were no changes or additions to the agenda  
 The December 15 Meeting Summary was approved as submitted 

 2. At Large Director Report (Board of Directors and Sustainability) – Cora Jackson-Fossett indicated that the 
Board of Directors will be meeting Feb 4-6. Members of the Comprehensive Professional Development Group 
will be in attendance at the meeting, providing their report.  Anticipate report from the Government Affairs 
Subcommittee who is looking at lobbying efforts in DC.  They will hopefully confirm the proposed agreement 
for the sustainability rating system with ASCE and ACEC. 

 3. Legislative Update   

Ryan Morley and Matthew Waldrip, both Partners with Action First, briefed the Committee on their current 
initiative with cell phone signal boosters. As of late, the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) has 
accepted a petition to evaluate tightening certification of cell signal boosters for wireless networks. The FCC 
has accepted comments on booster use from outside sources and may decide to allow signal boosters to be 
approved and placed in service only by cell phone service providers, who offer no affordable multi-carrier or 
mobile boosting solutions, or may not approve the use of signal boosters at all. Ryan and Matthew have asked 
APWA to lobby the FCC to enforce regulations that will ensure mechanisms are built into signal boosters to 
protect carrier networks from interference. The Committee would like to get more involved in this issue and is 
considering writing a letter to the FCC, as signal boosters play a role in public works’ emergency management 
operations.  
 
Laura Berkey-Ames provided a comprehensive report during the abbreviated conference call last week. A 
written report is provided below. 
 
Appropriations – On December 22, President Obama signed into law the Full Year Continuing Appropriations 
Act of 2011, a continuing resolution that will continue to fund the Federal Government at FY 2010 levels to 
March 4, 2011.  
 
D Block – APWA continues to advocate for the allocation of the 700 MHz D Block broadband spectrum to 
public safety/first responders. Specifically, letters were sent to Sens. Rockefeller, McCain, Lieberman and 
Representative King urging the reintroduction of their pro-public safety D Block bills as the 112th Congress 
convenes. Additionally, in December 2010, APWA joined the Public Safety Alliance (PSA), a coalition 
comprised of the nation's leading public safety associations, which includes the Association of Public-Safety 
Communications Officials International, the International Association of Chiefs of Police, the International 
Association of Fire Chiefs, the National Sheriffs’ Association, the Major Cities Chiefs Association, the Major 
County Sheriffs’ Association, the Metropolitan Fire Chiefs Association, the National Emergency Management 
Association and the National Association of EMS Officials. The coalition is operated as a program of APCO 
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International. Currently, the PSA is working to raise awareness in Congress and the White House about what 
public safety entities need to build out a nationwide, interoperable, 4G, wireless broadband communications 
network to protect America. Throughout the 111th Congress and now into the 112th Congress, PSA is 
continuing to lobby for the (free of charge) allocation of the 700 MHz D Block spectrum to public safety—which 
coincides with APWA’s interoperable communications advocacy activities.  
 
Pre-Disaster Mitigation – On January 4, President Obama signed into law the Pre-Disaster Hazard Mitigation 
Act of 2010. This law Amends and reauthorizes Stafford Act to increase the minimum grant amount that each 
State can receive under the program from $500,000 to $575,000; law authorizes $180 million for FY 2011, and 
$200 million for each FY 2012 and FY 2013.  
 
National Flood Insurance Program – On December 28, APWA submitted comments to FEMA in response to 
the agency’s effort to reform the National Flood Insurance Program. Once FEMA has completed evaluating 
stakeholder comments and their proposed NFIP policy alternatives, recommendations will be scored using 
specific evaluation criteria determined by FEMA’s NFIP Reform Working Group. The policy alternative with the 
highest score, or a combination of high-scoring elements from several of the alternatives, will become the 
recommended NFIP reform policy. This recommendation will be further developed into a full reform package 
including proposed legislative, regulatory, and administrative changes. The NFIP Reform Working Group will 
submit this package to FEMA and DHS leadership as its final deliverable. 
 
Mitigation Alliance – APWA will attend the first official meeting of the Mitigation Alliance on Thursday, 
January 19.  
 

 4. Education Report – Harry indicated that the December call was cancelled and the January call will take place 
next week.   

 5. Report on Comprehensive Professional Development Group – Curt reported on the group’s meeting in Kansas 
City a couple of weeks ago.  They are working on their final report to be submitted to the Board for their 
February meeting. Part of the group’s discussion was regarding the role of the Education Committee.  

 
 6. Emergency Management Subcommittee Discussion  

EMC subcommittee members will participate during the February conference call in an effort to kick-off 
subcommittee work. In anticipation of the February call, Laura is putting together a draft subcommittee 
discussion agenda which will be reviewed by the full committee prior to next month’s call. It is anticipated that 
the full committee and subcommittee members will discuss the following: review subcommittee mission/goals, 
conference call schedules, allocation of subcommittee projects and emerging issues.  

 
 7. Sea Level Changes and aging infrastructure question – Teresa Hon had a received a request from a member 

looking for guidance on how to deal with aging berms/levees not equipped to handle sea level rise, many of 
which have utilities on the leeward side. Most of the “at risk” infrastructure seems to be underground sewer 
that may become buoyant from increased ground water (tidal) levels or failed levees.  Members indicated that 
this is a complex issue and could be associated with many different parameters.  For instance, higher sea 
levels would raise groundwater levels increasing damage from liquefaction and lateral spreading.  In flat areas 
(like the delta), land that was not a major concern could have an elevated hazard level.  Also, hydrostatic 
pressure could increase piping of water under the levies causing erosion (like the Dutch boy putting a finger in 
the hole). 

 
There is not an easy answer to the question.  FEMA is in the infancy of looking at the impact of climate change 
on their flood mapping program.  To our knowledge no maps have been produced.  It would need geotechnical 
study to evaluate.  This is beyond the availability of data to develop.  The committee will refer the issue to the 
newly developed Mitigation Subcommittee for additional discussion.  

 
 8. Discussion of EMAC Mission Package CLL – Teresa reported that because FEMA hasn’t approved and 

released the proposed Mission Packages we’ll be unable to make it the focus of the March 10 scheduled Click, 
Listen & Learn program.  David Himes (speaker on the program), Diane Linderman and staff agree that simply 
discussing the current EMAC Mission Packages isn’t enough reason for members to purchase the program.   
A second option for the time slot was a discussion of the Cyber Security program and the self assessment tool 



  Emergency Management Committee Conference Call Meeting Summary – page 3 

 

being developed.  Unfortunately, the tool won’t be far enough along so that we can make it a focus of the 
program.  
 

  APWA education staff has inserted a rebroadcast of a previously successful program into this slot and will 
delay the Mission Packages CLL until early July 2011. 

 
 9. Selection of Congress 2011 sessions – Speaker names are due in February.  APWA staff will contact 

members responsible for the programs with a reminder.  
a. Congress 2011 EM Roundtable/Open Forum (Mon 3:00-3:50) – All committee members who are available 

will attend and participate in the discussion.  We will also make a point to invite subcommittee members to 
attend.  

b. Haiti Experience:  Lessons Learned (Sun 3:00-3:50) – Curt   
c. Public Works Teams/EMAC Mission Packages (Mon 2:00-2:50) – David Himes will contact EMAC 

regarding an accepted proposal from EMAC to see if there will be overlap of the programs.   
d. Cyber Security Evaluations through DHS (Tues 3:45-5:00) – Laura/Chris/Teresa S/Kürt  
e. Deputy Administrator Tim Manning or Craig Fugate (update on HSPD-8 & other presidential 

directives/strategies) – Teresa will ask APWA staff to contact Laura if we decide to extend an invitation.  
Since it looks as though an HSPD-8 update won’t be released in the near future, perhaps we should hold 
off on the request.  

10. Subcommittee Reports  
a. Stafford Act Coalition – Larry Z indicated that because Congress has just recently reconvened there 

haven’t been meetings for the last couple of months.   
b. Strategic Foresight Initiative – Larry Z reports that there are no events are planned at this time.  They do, 

however, continue to distribute emails on specific issues. 
c. Post-Disaster Infrastructure Reconstruction Workshop and Steering Meeting (USAID) – Larry was unable 

to attend the follow-up meeting but they will continue to keep him in the loop with issues. He thinks it is a 
good idea to continue to stay involved.  

d. Homeland Security Advisory Committee – Judy Mueller indicated that she has received no 
correspondence under the new administration and believes it is no longer in existence.  She will notify 
APWA staff of any change.  

e. HSPD-8:  National Preparedness Goal, Target Capabilities, Universal Task List, NIMS and NPR Update – 
Teresa H for Teresa Scott – “Last update I had is the PD to replace HSPD-8 has not been released.  The 
NAC is meeting the last week in January; hopefully we will get an update on its status.  The National 
Disaster Housing Task Force has drafted the Practitioner’s Guide to Disaster Housing and the Concept of 
Operations documents that were released for public review through January 10th 2011.”  This request for 
review was also circulated through the infoNOW community.  

f. Credentialing: DHS Committee – Teresa for Diane Linderman – The group met two weeks ago.  
“Hopefully the documents that you have been reviewing will finally make it to the federal register sometime 
soon.”  Diane will let us know when that happens. 

g. SAFECOM – Nothing new to report 
h. Homeland Security Consortium – Nothing new to report 
i. NAC Report – Teresa H for Teresa Scott – nothing new to report at this time as the NAC is meeting the 

last week in January 
j. IRWG sub group on PW – Kürt reported that they have been meeting to finish up the resilience disaster 

guidelines and are pretty close.  They are focusing now on water and wastewater and hope to have guide 
book out soon.  He anticipates another meeting this spring.  

k. Criticality Industry stakeholder workshop – Curt reported that another meeting scheduled by ASCE in 
Reston, VA the end of this month.  

l. FEMA National Preparedness Task Force – Teresa for David Himes – nothing to report 
m. Update on FEMA education program for PW in emergencies – the new IS-552 course, The Role of Public 

Works in Emergency Management, is now available through the FEMA site at 
http://emilms.fema.gov/IS552/index.htm.  An announcement was made through the infoNOW community.  

n. The Infrastructure Security Partnership – Kürt indicated that a meeting is scheduled for the 27th in DC but 
he can’t attend. 

o. EPA Discussion Group for Recovery/Reimbursement for Water Sector – Kürt reported on the telephone 
conference call yesterday.  This group is a mixture of government, quasi-government and private 



  Emergency Management Committee Conference Call Meeting Summary – page 4 

 

wastewater people.  They are struggling with a guide for funding so utilities can understand what they are 
eligible for.  They have a draft and web tool which is similar to EPA and FEMA for when there are 
disasters.  There will probably be three or four more conference calls before the guidebook is ready.  

p. George’s Task Force/Think Tank – Harry indicated that the group is holding their second call this 
afternoon.  The first meeting was introductions and discussions of what everyone feels should be 
important items to look into and discuss.  They will be determining a strategy for meeting objectives and 
what actions APWA should be taking. They are also reviewing progress on objectives.  There were several 
positive comments George’s message in the January Reporter. 

11. Schedule for monthly InfoNOW Community Postings (e-mail addressed to emergency@infonow.apwa.net)  
 January – Chris (done) 

February – Larry  
March – Harry (Think Tank summary) 

 
 12. Next Meeting – changed to February 16th (from the 9th), 2011, 8:00am Pacific/9:00am Mountain/10:00am 

Central/11:00am Eastern 
 

 


