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EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE 
CONFERENCE CALL MEETING SUMMARY 

Wednesday, January 12, 2011 
 

Participants: Curt Edwards  Jeff May 
 Kürt Blomquist  Teresa Hon, Staff 
 Laura Berkey-Ames, Staff   
 
Absent: Chris Walsh  Larry Zensinger 
  Harry Weed  Cora Jackson-Fossett 
 
 1. Call to Order – Curt Edwards asked Laura to give her legislative report while we waited for additional members 

to join the call.  
 
 2. Legislative Update – Laura Berkey-Ames provided the following report: 

Appropriations – On December 22, President Obama signed into law the Full Year Continuing Appropriations 
Act of 2011, a continuing resolution that will continue to fund the Federal Government at FY 2010 levels to 
March 4, 2011.  
 
D Block – APWA continues to advocate for the allocation of the 700 MHz D Block broadband spectrum to 
public safety/first responders. Specifically, letters were sent to Sens. Rockefeller, McCain, Lieberman and 
Representative King urging the reintroduction of their pro-public safety D Block bills as the 112th Congress 
convenes. Additionally, in December 2010, APWA joined the Public Safety Alliance (PSA), a coalition 
comprised of the nation's leading public safety associations, which includes the Association of Public-Safety 
Communications Officials International, the International Association of Chiefs of Police, the International 
Association of Fire Chiefs, the National Sheriffs’ Association, the Major Cities Chiefs Association, the Major 
County Sheriffs’ Association, the Metropolitan Fire Chiefs Association, the National Emergency Management 
Association and the National Association of EMS Officials. The coalition is operated as a program of APCO 
International. Currently, the PSA is working to raise awareness in Congress and the White House about what 
public safety entities need to build out a nationwide, interoperable, 4G, wireless broadband communications 
network to protect America. Throughout the 111th Congress and now into the 112th Congress, PSA is 
continuing to lobby for the (free of charge) allocation of the 700 MHz D Block spectrum to public safety—which 
coincides with APWA’s interoperable communications advocacy activities.  
 
Pre-Disaster Mitigation – On January 4, President Obama signed into law the Pre-Disaster Hazard Mitigation 
Act of 2010. This law Amends and reauthorizes Stafford Act to increase the minimum grant amount that each 
State can receive under the program from $500,000 to $575,000; law authorizes $180 million for FY 2011, and 
$200 million for each FY 2012 and FY 2013.  
 
National Flood Insurance Program – On December 28, APWA submitted comments to FEMA in response to 
the agency’s effort to reform the National Flood Insurance Program. Once FEMA has completed evaluating 
stakeholder comments and their proposed NFIP policy alternatives, recommendations will be scored using 
specific evaluation criteria determined by FEMA’s NFIP Reform Working Group. The policy alternative with the 
highest score, or a combination of high-scoring elements from several of the alternatives, will become the 
recommended NFIP reform policy. This recommendation will be further developed into a full reform package 
including proposed legislative, regulatory, and administrative changes. The NFIP Reform Working Group will 
submit this package to FEMA and DHS leadership as its final deliverable. 
 
Mitigation Alliance – APWA will attend the first official meeting of the Mitigation Alliance on Thursday, 
January 19.  
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 3. Report on Comprehensive Professional Development Group – Curt reviewed the work discussed during last 
week’s meeting in Kansas City.  The group had broken into three subcommittees in order to complete the task 
assigned.  They will be finishing up their report this week which will go to the board with recommendations.  
The group is looking at a credentialing program for public works directors.  In its current form, there will be 
three to four levels of public works officials.  If approved by the board, they will be looking for “guinea pigs” to 
get the program started. It is possible that they will approach committee members who are public works 
administrators. Kürt indicated that New Jersey has a university program and wondered if the new program 
would this take the place of the current program?  Curt was unsure of the answer.  

Level 1 – people starting out 
Level 2 – 90 hours of course work or Master’s Degree and would involve training and exams, with success 

resulting in the individual being credentialed.  
Level 3 – next step, more experience, grandfather first 5 years of the program so that highly-qualified non-

degree individuals could be included 
Level 4 – most likely retirees who still want to be involved in PW, mentoring and possibly teaching 

  There is still quite a bit of leg work to be done.  If approved by the Board APWA would need to find an institute 
to administer exams, etc. The goal is to try to add value to public works group.  If approved, APWA would 
market it and try to get HR people to request the credential for hiring. 

 
 4. Because no other members had dialed in and there are a number of issues which must be addressed this 

month, Teresa will contact all members to reschedule the call for the following week.   
 
 


