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EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE 
CONFERENCE CALL MEETING SUMMARY 

Wednesday, May 12, 2010 
 

Participants: Chris Walsh Curt Edwards 
 Teresa Scott  Kürt Blomquist 
 David Himes  Diane Linderman, APWA Board 
 Teresa Hon, Staff Laura Berkey, Staff 
 Mabel Tinjaca, Staff 
 
Guests: Kelvin Coleman, Director of State, Local and Tribal Engagement, National Cyber 

Security Division 
  Patrick Beggs, Director of Cyber Security Evaluation Program, National Cyber Security 

Division 
 
Absent: Larry Zensinger   
 
 
1. Call to Order – Chris Walsh 

 Agenda Additions or Changes  
Kürt has provided speakers for the Debris mgt program – let’s drop #6 from agenda 
Table business plan discussion for next meeting 

 The March 17 meeting summary was approved as submitted 
 

2. DHS Cyber Security Overview: Current Initiatives and APWA Involvement  
Patrick Beggs, DHS Director of the Cyber Security Evaluation Program, and Kelvin Coleman, DHS 
Director of State, Local and Tribal Engagement, briefed the committee on DHS’s Cyber Security 
Division, why cyber security is a priority for the Obama Administration and how APWA can get 
involved. Importantly, Patrick briefed the committee on the Cyber Security Evaluation Program 
(CSEP) and said that DHS would be happy to visit their public works agencies and evaluate the 
security of their cyber systems. Committee members plan to volunteer and be ―APWA guinea pigs‖ 
before this opportunity is opened up to the entire APWA membership. It is hoped that these site visits 
will occur this summer. A Washington Report and Reporter article will be published, conveying this 
new initiative and reporting on how the site visits went. The articles will also indicate how—if this 
initiative is successful and useful to Association members—APWA members can apply for a site visit. 
Kelvin will de-brief Laura and answer any remaining questions she has on Monday, May 17.  

 
3. At-Large Director Report (Board of Directors and Sustainability) – As previously announced Diane has 

been named President-Elect.  She indicated that Cora Jackson-Fossett will be replacing her as the 
new Director At-Large for this committee.  The board meets the first week of June so she will have 
more info to share at the next meeting.  The Finance Committee met in Kansas City in April.  Difficult 
decisions had to be made but a proposed budget will be forwarded to the full Board. Congress 
numbers aren’t great thus far; better than Columbus but not as good as hoped.  Exhibit numbers are 
fine but registrations are lower than we had hoped.  Contributions to host committee are coming 
along.   

 
4. Legislative Update – Laura  

Position Statements – Laura reported to the committee that the Mutual Aid and Flood Map 
Modernization position statements passed the Government Affairs Committee and will be posted to 
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the APWA website with their updates. The new positions statements on National Preparedness and 
the Stafford Act also passed the Government Affairs Committee without any amendments and will 
proceed on to the Board of Directors for final approval.  
 
National Committee on Levee Safety Review Team – Andy Haney, Public Works Director for 
Ottawa, Kansas, attended the National Committee on Levee Safety Review Team meeting on April 
21. The DRAFT "Recommendations for a National Levee Safety Program" has not been approved, by 
the Office of Management and Budget.  The NCLS has asked the OMB when some movement may 
occur, and the NCLS was told to exercise all of their existing authority to continue/advance the project 
without OMB "endorsement" at this time.  The Chair of the NCLS reported yesterday that OMB may: 
*             Not clear the report; 
*             Clear the report in total; 
*             Approve the report, in part; or 
*             Determine the report does not have to be cleared. 
 
With the direction to exercise existing authority, the NCLS has submitted to key Congressional 
staffers a "Proposed Legislative Framework for the National Levee Safety Act of 2010".  A copy was 
provided to members of the Review Team, but we were asked not to share the information at this 
time. However, despite this regulation, Laura is getting a copied mailed to her by the facilitator of the 
meeting.  
 
The NCLS has also prepared a DRAFT "Overview of Legislation Needed to Implement the National 
Levee Safety Program." 
Based on statements made by NCLS facilitators, it is anticipated that the DRAFT "Overview" will be 
updated so members of the Review Team can share the information and develop appropriate 
feedback for the NCLS.   
 
Broadband Emergency Communications - On April 20, Rep. Peter King (R-NY, 3), Ranking 
Member of the House Homeland Security Committee, introduced the Broadband for First Responders 
Act (HR 5081). This bill would allocate the 700 MHz D Block of spectrum to public safety for the 
development of a national interoperable public safety broadband network. The bill looks great, except 
that the bill’s definition of ―emergency responders‖ is derived from Section 2 of the Homeland Security 
Act of 2002 which does not include public works.  
 
Laura spoke with Ed Parkinson, Professional Staff (specifically for Rep. King), of the House 
Homeland Security Committee, and mentioned to him that APWA supports the bill except for how 
emergency responders is defined. She reminded him that HSPD-8 recognizes public works as a first 
responder. Accordingly, she encouraged him that Rep. King should offer a Manager’s Amendment 
when the bill is marked up to include public works in the definition of emergency responder. Ed told 
Laura that he is completely open to adding us into the bill and would like to meet with her to work on 
this. Laura will meet with Ed on Wednesday, May 12. An advocacy letter was sent to Rep. King (and 
Bennie Thompson, Chairman of the House Homeland Security Committee). Laura also intends to 
send advocacy letters to the leadership of the House Energy and Commerce Committee, as that is 
the committee that has jurisdiction over the bill.  
 
Pre-Disaster Mitigation – On April 22, Senate Homeland Security Committee Chair, Sen. Joseph 
Lieberman (I-CT) and Ranking Member Susan Collins (R-ME) introduced the Pre-Disaster Hazard 
Mitigation Act of 2010 (S. 3249). This bill would reauthorize the Pre-Disaster Mitigation Program and 
allocate funding from 2011 to 2015 increasing from $180 million to $200 million over the course of 5 
years. APWA sent a letter in support of this legislation to Sens. Lieberman and Collins.  
 
Supplemental Appropriations, Disaster Relief Fund – On May 13, the Disaster Relief and Summer 
Jobs Act of 2010 passed out of the Senate Appropriations Committee. This legislation would allocate 
emergency supplemental funding of $5.1 million to the Disaster Relief Fund (DRF). H.R. 4899 was 
first introduced by Representative David Obey (D-WI, 7) on March 22. Shortly thereafter, the 
legislation passed the House by a vote of 239 to 175 on March 24. The Stafford Act Coalition—of 
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which APWA is a member—sent a letter of support to Senate Appropriations Committee leadership, 
Sens. Daniel Inouye, Chairman (D-HI) and Thad Cochran, Ranking Member (R-MS). The letter urged 
the committee to take action on H.R. 4889, and emphasized that if the DRF is not replenished by 
June, the federal response to disasters will be compromised—putting citizens and the nation at a 
greater risk for loss of life and property. Current indications are that, the bill will be considered by the 
full Senate some time before Congress’ July 4

th
 recess. The DRF funds the Federal response to 

Presidentially declared major disasters and emergencies, enables FEMA to coordinate the Federal 
response and reimburse agencies for their efforts through mission assignments, and otherwise 
enables the Federal government to respond to, recover from and mitigate the results of specific 
disasters and emergencies. Public Assistance and Individual Assistance Grants, and Hazard 
Mitigation Grants are awarded from the DRF.  
 
National Flood Insurance Program – Laura also provided an update on the National Flood 
Insurance Program (NFIP). Currently, there are a couple of bills percolating in Congress. Specifically, 
the Multiple Peril Insurance Act of 2009 (HR 1264) amends the NFIP to include the purchase of multi-
peril coverage and an optional, separate windstorm coverage. This bill passed the House Financial 
Services Committee on April 21 by a vote of 40 – 25. While this bill does not have a very high 
probability of moving forward (as FEMA Administrator Fugate has come out against this legislation, 
amongst other heavy-hitting stakeholders), APWA is in the process of drafting an opposition letter 
that will be sent to Speaker Pelosi and Majority Leader Hoyer. The letter will stipulate that the NFIP 
should remain solely for flood insurance and should not incorporate multi-peril or windstorm 
coverage. However, APWA is not opposed to the creation of a federal windstorm or multi-peril 
insurance program, so long as it does not reside within the NFIP. 

 
 5. Education Report – Curt/Staff 

 The most recent meeting was held on April 19.  The Board Liaison is George Crombie. George 
reported on the Finance Committee meeting that one thing they are considering reducing is the 
number of face to face meetings for all Technical Committees.  Education Committee members 
lobbied for inclusion in the proposed budget as they felt these meetings were important. 

 Alternative technological methods of meetings (e.g., web cams) was discussed 

 The Ed Committee discussed the bundle product lines for Click, Listen and Learn (CLL) programs 

 There was discussion regarding devoting more resources to emergency management. Karen 
Wilson reported on the new FEMA course  

 Additional items for discussion were the upcoming conferences and CLL programs 

 Upcoming educational programs:  
 May 20, 2010 - Utility Coordination for Municipal Capital Improvement Projects (Live) 
 May 25, 2010 - REBROADCAST - Traffic Mediation - Neighborhood and Pedestrian 

Safety Programs - A Click, Listen & Learn Classic 

 National Public Works Week is May 16-22 

 Norwich tuition reduction award for MPA (Public Works Concentration) and MCE degrees.  See 
http://www.apwa.net/Education/graduate.asp for full details.  Deadline for application is June 30

th
. 

 Sustainability Conference has nearly 100 registered (not including exhibitors); hotel special 
APWA rate room block sold out; looking into additional hotel space. See 
http://sites.apwa.net/sustainability/2010/home.aspx for full details. 

 
6. Speakers for Guaranteed Education Sessions for Congress 2010 in Boston (All speakers are set so the 

item was removed from this month’s agenda to allow time for other discussion) 
 

 7. Topics for Congress 2011, Reporter issue and Click, Listen and Learn (or other educational product) – 
Members are encouraged to review the list and notify Teresa Hon of their choice for topic (acting as the 
lead for the topic).   

 
C – Congress 2011 in Denver, Colorado, September 18-21  
R – January edition of the Reporter (due November 16) 
W – web-based education (CLL, download, podcast, etc.) 

http://www.apwa.net/Education/graduate.asp
http://sites.apwa.net/sustainability/2010/home.aspx
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Topic 

Committee 
member or 

contact Congress Reporter 

Web-
based 

education 

Congress EM Roundtable/Open Forum  X   

Public Works Teams/EMAC Mission Packages David X  X 

Climate Change     

Am I Responsible?  (Could include history of 
declarations) 

 
 X  

Illinois database – IPWAN  Larry Lux  X  

Employee Care     

Using Mutual Aid/EMAC (could lead into Public 
Works Teams) 

 
 X  

Animal Rescue/Control   X  

Fiscal impacts/long-term restoration/recovery Kürt      

Multi agency teams – FEMA Region 8 Pilot Panel Dwight 
Henninger – 
Linderman 

contact 

X   

How to get a seat at the table (tie in with above 
item) 

 
  X 

Mitigation     

Haiti Experience – Lessons Learned  Curt X   

Politics in Emergency Response Kürt  X   

Interoperability Kürt   X  

NIMS Updates (following release of new update)   X  

Texas Teams   X  

Flood Mapping/Funding/Insurance     

Designing a tabletop exercise  Chris W  X  

Steps to getting certified (Chris is the first public 
works person to get certified and it was a difficult 
process) 

Chris W 
 X  

Outreach to chapters for the committee to serve as 
a resource for those who are starting a chapter 
Emergency Management Committee  

Teresa 
Bridges 

 
 8. Flesh out program information for CLL, providing required information to staff 

a. Public Works and Emergency Operations:  Getting a Seat at the Table (Release date:  8/26/2010) 
b. Brief description of suggested content (we will work with the speakers for more specific content but 

need a good idea of the committee’s intentions when contacting speakers): Integrating the public 
works team into emergency response operations is an ongoing task. Interagency coordination, 
communication and collaboration are vital to achieve the most effective, efficient response 
possible.  As the steward of critical public infrastructure, public works has a significant place on the 
emergency management team to lessen the potentially devastating and long-lasting impact 
disruptions or destruction of public services can inflict on a community. 

c. What will the audience learn by attending this program? / What is the potential benefit to them for 
signing up?  Attendees should learn: 

 to develop a plan for integrating public works professionals in the planning for emergency 
response and major planned events 

 the role public works plays in local multi-agency teams 

 the role public works plays in state-wide multi-jurisdictional teams 
d. Potential speakers:  

 FEMA Region 8 Pilot Panel representative(s) – possibly Dwight Henninger, Chief of Police, 
Vail, CO 

 Phil Mann, P.E. City of Gainesville 
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e. Suggested target audiences to market to:  

 Public Works Directors – agency heads 
f. Suggested organizations or associations that could potentially help us market the program: 

 ICMA 

 Association of County Engineers 
g. The second topic, ―Public Works Teams/EMAC Mission Packages‖ has a release date of 

3/10/2011. We’ll discuss the details of this topic during the June call. 
 
 9. NFPA letter – Teresa Hon provided a brief overview of the document received by the National Fire 

Protection Association regarding a member request for a new committee to address safety for 
emergency responders in traffic incidents.  Members agreed that there was a need for additional 
information and the opportunity for APWA to work with NFPA was one we should act on.  David 
Himes & Kürt Blomquist know of individuals who could serve on this group.  They will forward contact 
information to Teresa H so that she can notify the NFPA of the committee’s interest in being included 
in the discussion as well as potential participants.  

 
 10. Subcommittee Reports – unless otherwise noted, reports were tabled until the June call 

a. Stafford Act Coalition – At the last two Stafford Act Coalitions Ben Billings, Professional Staff 
Member of the Senate Homeland Security Committee, discussed Senator Landrieu’s intention to 
introduce a bill this summer that would amend the Stafford Act. The Coalition reviewed a draft 
outline of the bill and weighed in its provisions. 

b. Homeland Security Advisory Committee (Judy Mueller) – Laura 
c. HSPD-8:  National Preparedness Goal, Target Capabilities, Universal Task List, NIMS and NPR 

Update – Teresa S  
d. Credentialing: DHS Committee – Diane  
e. SAFECOM (Phil Mann) – Teresa/Laura 
f. Conference Calls:  TSA, Water Security – Nothing new to report 
g. Homeland Security Consortium – In preparation for the National Homeland Security Consortium 

meeting in June, the Consortium is asking that each member organization present its 5 top 
homeland security/emergency management priorities before the group. Laura Berkey and Chris 
Walsh tackle this assignment and send a draft out to the Committee for their approval before 
submitting it on June 4.  

h. Target Capabilities Working Group – Laura 
i. NAC Report – Teresa S 
j. ESS IRWG sub group on PW – Chris, David, Kürt  

Add to the agenda for the June meeting: 
k. FEMA Scoping Workshop – Larry 
l. FEMA Interagency Floodplain Management Task Force – Larry 

 
 11. Review Draft Business Plan for 2010-2011 – Tabled until the June meeting 
 
 12. Schedule for monthly InfoNOW Community Postings (e-mail addressed to 

emergency@infonow.apwa.net)  
May – Larry 
June – Teresa S 
July – Laura & Teresa H. re Cyber Security 
August – Kürt  

 
 13. Next Conference Call Meeting – June 9 – 8am Pacific/9am Mountain/10am Central/11am Eastern 
The White House Resilience Director had previously committed to providing a report on HSPD-8.  It is very 

important that as many members as possible participate.  Teresa Scott will be at a state-wide event 
and may not participate.  Kürt Blomquist will be on reserve duty in July (in case the idea of pushing 
the report forward to the July date was a consideration).  

 
 
 


