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EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE 
CONFERENCE CALL MEETING SUMMARY 

Wednesday, March 17, 2010 
 

Participants: Chris Walsh Curt Edwards 
 Teresa Scott  Kürt Blomquist 
 David Himes  Diane Linderman, APWA Board 
 Larry Zensinger 
 Teresa Hon, Staff Laura Berkey, Staff 
 
 
1. Call to Order – Chris Walsh 

 Agenda Additions or Changes  

 Approval of February 26 Meeting Summary  
 

2. At-Large Director Report (Board of Directors and Sustainability) – Diane 

 Not much new 

 Finance Committee meets in Kansas City April 21 

 Board meets again in early June 

 Center for Sustainability had a conference call last week but Diane was not present 

 Center will meet face-to-face again in June during the Sustainability Conference 
 

3. Legislative Update – Laura provided the following update: 

 National Flood Insurance Program Extended – On March 2, President Obama signed the 
―Temporary Extension Act of 2010‖ (H.R. 4691) in law. The new law extends the National Flood 
Insurance Program (NFIP) until March 28, 2010. It is hoped that this four week extension will 
provide Congress additional time to review the current NFIP—as the program was set to expire on 
September 30, 2009.  

 Chemical Security Debate Resumes in Congress – On March 3, the Senate Homeland Security 
Committee resumed the debate on chemical security holding a full committee hearing which 
focused on two bills: the ―Continuing Chemical Facilities Antiterrorism Act of 2010‖ (S. 2996), 
sponsored by Senator Susan Collins (R-ME), Minority Leader of the Senate Homeland Security 
Committee, and the ―Chemical Facility Anti-Terrorism Act of 2009: (H.R. 2868), sponsored by 
Representative Bennie Thompson (D, MS-20, Chair of the House Homeland Security Committee. 
On November 6, 2009, H.R. 2868 passed the House along party lines by a vote of 230-193. 
Although H.R. 2868 was referred to the Senate Homeland Security Committee shortly thereafter, 
the Committee is currently considering both bills carefully. Due to the controversy surrounding this 
issue, President Obama provided for a one year extension of the current chemical security 
program in his FY 2011 DHS budget proposal. S. 2996 amends the Department of Homeland 
Security (DHS) Appropriations Act of 2007, extending its chemical facility security program until 
October 4, 2015. If the current program were extended, drinking water and wastewater treatment 
facilities would continue to be exempt from DHS regulations. Unlike S. 2996, H.R. 2868 amends 
the Homeland Security Act of 2002, expanding the scope of chemical security and giving DHS 
permanent oversight authority over drinking water and wastewater facilities. Last year, APWA 
expressed its concerns to Congress—emphasizing that such oversight expansion would burden 
the water security sector with a new regulator that is unfamiliar with its needs while simultaneously 
endangering public health and environmental protection.  
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 National Mitigation Workshop – On March 4, APWA participated in a National Mitigation Workshop 
hosted by the National Emergency Management Association (NEMA). This workshop brought 
together stakeholders involved in the creation of NEMA’s white paper Recommendations for an 
Effective National Mitigation Effort that focused on the white paper’s ―next steps‖ to promote 
mitigation awareness. Importantly, the meeting concentrated on forming a National Mitigation 
Alliance, as outlined by the suggested ―next steps‖ in the white paper. Department of Homeland 
Security personnel and emergency management stakeholders—including APWA—formulated a 
draft vision and mission for the Alliance, and discussed the importance of bringing in other Federal 
agencies, congressional staff and organizations from the business, environmental, housing 
community, etc. to participate in the Alliance. If the Alliance is able to receive federal funding, it is 
anticipated that its first in-person will occur this summer. Last July, APWA endorsed and signed on 
to the white paper in conjunction with the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) and 
16 other emergency management stakeholders.  

 Forming a collaborative relationship between APWA and DHS Cyber Security Division – Laura will 
begin exploring a collaborative agreement with DHS Cyber Security Division. Specifically, APWA 
would like to take the Cyber Security Division up on their offer of conducting site visits in the hope 
of DHS evaluating local public works departments’ cyber systems and methods of protection. 
Laura will continue to engage the Cyber Security Division on furthering this initiative. 

 White House Meeting, Next Steps – Laura will begin reaching out to the White House’s National 
Security Team to discuss ―next steps,‖ specifically exploring the possibility of senior White House 
staff sitting in on a monthly Emergency Management Committee conference call and/or visiting 
with the Committee at their in-person meeting at Congress this August. 

 
4. White House meeting report – Chris/Teresa 
 Chris, Teresa Scott and Laura Berkey met with members of President Obama’s national security 

team which included: Brian Kamoie, Senior Director for Preparedness Policy; Darrell Darnell and 
Edward Dolan, who are both Directors for Preparedness Policy.   

 Meeting went much better than Chris anticipated it would.   

 Talked about having an all-hazards approach is better rather than specifics.  

 Consider both short and long term recovery.   

 Teresa got plug in for pw being mentioned in HSPD-8 update.   

 National to set policy priorities and strategies.   

 How preparedness goal should be structured and organized.   

 White House members asked if APWA would be interested in partnering with them in the future.   

 Appreciated feedback that we gave them.   

 Interested in finding ways to have more in-depth conversations.  Ed Dolan offered to meet with 
committee – conference call, Congress or spring meeting next year.   

 Chris and Teresa were careful not to push public works and talked in more general terms – 
brought up PW often but weren’t selling public works.  Felt they appreciated it.   

 Recognized they’re getting consistent feedback on keeping the terms prevent, respond, recover, 
and also adding mitigation as the framework for how they would move forward as opposed to 
changing it to something different.   

 Laura asked if we want them to speak during a conference call or invite to attend Congress 
meeting.  Members suggested June conference call to update on status of HSPD-8 and what is 
moving forward so that we’re in the loop. Invite meeting with committee at Congress and could 
invite board members to attend also.   

 Ask that APWA be a part of the process in the future.  
 

 5. Education Report – Curt/Staff 

 Phone call on Monday.  Bundling of various CLL programs was a good part of the discussion.  
Curt mentioned the regional canned presentations for chapters and branches and they were very 
excited.   

 Now have a member from the Center for Sustainability on the committee.   

 On March 11
th
, the emergency management related Click, Listen and Learn program, ―If Only I'd 

Known -- Developing Disaster Recovery Exercises.‖  Perry Hopkins, Brian Usher and Patty 
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Copeland were the speakers.  There were only 26 registered sites but the recording will be 
available for purchase through the bookstore at a later date.  

 On March 25
th
 - APWA is offering ―LED Technology‖ This program was pre-recorded and edited to 

increase the quality of the final program. It will be available in a downloadable format only, allowing 
the participants to download at any time and not at pre-assigned times. For details, visit: 
http://www.apwa.net/events/eventdetail.asp?ID=5201 

 On March 29-30, 2010, the Construction Inspection: A Review workshop will be held in Lakewood, 
California (Los Angeles area.) To boost registrations for this live workshop, APWA is offering a 
―two-for-one‖ registration deal. For details, visit: 
http://www.apwa.net/events/eventdetail.asp?ID=5218  

 On April 8, 2010, the popular CLL ―Asphalt Pavement Preservation‖ will be rebroadcast. 
http://www.apwa.net/events/eventdetail.asp?ID=5221 

 e-Learning program launch. On March 16, APWA launched its e-Learning web page offering 
affordable training products via download or CD-ROM-DVD – including the Construction 
Inspection Certificate Workshop and a variety of e-Learning bundled packages designed to help 
agencies maximize their employee training budgets. For details visit: www.apwa.net/elearning  

 APWA Conferences: 
o 2010 North American Snow Conference, April 18-21, 2010, Omaha, NE www.apwa.net/snow  
o 2010 Sustainability Conference, June 8-10, 2010, Minneapolis, MN 

www.apwa.net/sustainability  
o 2010 International Congress & Exposition, August 15-18, 2010, Boston, MA: 

www.apwa.net/congress  

 Tuition Reduction Opportunity:  Norwich University will offer four tuition reduction awards, two 
each for their Master of Public Administration (MPA) with Concentration in Public Works program 
and Master of Civil Engineering (MCE) programs, to new students who have already expressed an 
interest in entering the programs.  The top MPA award will be $5000 in reduced tuition; the runner-
up MPA award will be $2500.  The top MCE award will be $5000 in reduced tuition; the runner-up 
MCE award will be $2500.  These awards will be for the September 2010 term. 

 
6. Policy Statements – Chris 

 Public Works and Statewide Mutual Aid – approved changes submitted 

 Flood Map Modernization – approved changes submitted 

 The Role of Public Works During a Pandemic Event – approved changes submitted 

 Public Works Professionals as Emergency Responders – approved with addition of information on 
recent flooding 

 Stafford Act – approved as submitted 

 APWA National Preparedness – Laura will begin work on this statement next week and welcomes 
comments from members 
 

7. Speakers for Guaranteed Education Sessions for Congress 2010 in Boston – we won’t be providing 
printed handouts, there is no deadline for presentations, however, speakers are encouraged to submit 
as soon as they are finalized so that staff can add to the web site prior to Congress 

 Sunday, Aug 15, 8:30-9:45 NIMS Compliance – How Does Your Agency Measure Up? (Teresa S) 
o NIMS Compliance – applications for small agencies – Kürt  
o Are you prepared to answer to FEMA (NIMS Compliance)? – Teresa S 
o Ensuring reimbursement/surviving an audit – Kürt and David 

 Sunday, Aug 15, 3:00-3:50 Incident Management Teams: What Are They? Establishing agency, 
regional and state teams – Chris (ask Mark McCain and Brian Usher to contact Al Fluman since he 
isn’t responding to Chris) 

 Tuesday, Aug 17, 2:00-3:30 Debris management and sustainability (need description, learning 
objectives and speaker names for web site) – Kürt has a conference call on Friday to try and pull 
together.  State emergency management office in Massachusetts or a Boston FEMA office staff 
member might be a good contact. Larry might be able to help if Kürt continues to have difficulty.  

http://www.apwa.net/events/eventdetail.asp?ID=5201
http://www.apwa.net/events/eventdetail.asp?ID=5218
http://www.apwa.net/events/eventdetail.asp?ID=5221
http://www.apwa.net/elearning
http://www.apwa.net/snow
http://www.apwa.net/sustainability
http://www.apwa.net/congress
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 Wednesday, Aug 18, 8:30-10:45 FEMA Public Assistance Programs – Education and Training for 
Disaster Recovery (Laura) – Five FEMA PA infrastructure experts from the Boston office have 
committed to speak 

 Emergency Management Open Forum – Monday, Aug 16, 2:00-2:50pm – strategize re. topics: 
credentialing.  Teresa H solicit topics from infoNOW forum 

 Emergency Management Committee Meeting – Tuesday, Aug 17, 10:00am-noon 
 

 8. Topics for Congress 2011, Reporter issue and Click, Listen and Learn (or other educational 
product) – Review the list and solidify choices for delivery.  Begin making contact with speakers 
and/or authors.  

 
C – Congress 2011 in Denver, Colorado, September 18-21  
R – January edition of the Reporter (due November 16) 
W – web-based education (CLL, download, podcast, etc.) 
 

Topic 

Member 
Responsible 

Congress Reporter 

Web-
based 

education 

Congress EM Roundtable/Open 
Forum 

 X   

Public Works Teams/EMAC Mission 
Packages – later in the year, following 
publication  

 X  X 

Climate Change – gas emissions, 
reduction, adaptation, identification  

Kürt & Larry  X  

Am I Responsible?  (Could include 
history of declarations) 

  X  

Illinois database – IPWAN    X  

Employee Care     

Using Mutual Aid/EMAC (could lead 
into Public Works Teams) 

  X  

Animal Rescue/Control   X  

Fiscal impacts/long-term 
restoration/recovery 

 X X X 

Multi agency teams – FEMA Region 8 
Pilot Panel (Dwight Henninger) 

Diane X   

How to get a seat at the table (tie in 
with above item) 

   X 

Mitigation     

Haiti Experience – Lessons Learned   X   

Politics in Emergency Response  X   

Interoperability   X  

NIMS Updates (following release of 
new update) 

  X  

Texas Teams   X  

Flood Mapping/Funding/Insurance     

Designing a tabletop exercise  Chris  X  

Steps to getting certified (Chris is the 
first public works person to get 
certified and it was a difficult process) 

Chris  X  

Outreach to chapters for the 
committee to serve as a resource for 
those who are starting a chapter 
Emergency Management Committee 

Teresa H Bridges – chapter newsletter 
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 9. Subcommittee Reports  

 Stafford Act Coalition – Larry reported that the next meeting will be on the Hill with committee 
staffers.  They will be reviewing a draft catastrophic bill.  

 Homeland Security Advisory Committee (Judy Mueller) – Nothing new to report 

 HSPD-8:  National Preparedness Goal, Target Capabilities, Universal Task List, NIMS and NPR 
Update – no report  

 Credentialing: DHS Committee – nothing new to report 

 SAFECOM (Phil Mann) – Nothing new to report 

 Conference Calls:  TSA, Water Security – Nothing new to report 

 Homeland Security Consortium – Nothing new to report 

 Target Capabilities Working Group – Nothing new to report  

 NAC Report – Teresa S – Nothing new to report 

 National Preparedness Task Force – David reported that he received a letter from Tim Manning 
appointing him to the National Preparedness Task Force.  The meeting is scheduled for April 13-
15. 

 
 10. Review Draft Business Plan for 2010-2011 – members discussed adding an item regarding the 

mission packages when completed and asked that this item appear on the agenda each month.  
 
 11. Schedule for monthly InfoNOW Community Postings (e-mail addressed to 

emergency@infonow.apwa.net)  
March – Curt (Teresa posted) 
April – Chris/Teresa (White House mtg) 
May – Larry 
June – Teresa S 

 
 12. Next Conference Call Meeting – April 14 – 8am Pacific/9am Mountain/10am Central/11am Eastern 

 


