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EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE 
CONFERENCE CALL MEETING SUMMARY 

Wednesday, December 15, 2010 
 

Participants: Curt Edwards  Larry Zensinger 
 Jeff May Harry Weed 
 Kürt Blomquist  Cora Jackson-Fossett 
 Laura Berkey-Ames, Staff Teresa Hon, Staff  
 
Absent: Chris Walsh   
 
 
 1. Call to Order – Curt Edwards 

 There were no changes or additions to the agenda 

 The November 10 meeting summary was approved as submitted 

 2. At Large Director Report (Board of Directors and Sustainability) – Cora Jackson-Fossett 

 Membership had just a slight decrease of .01% this past month. November numbers are 28,465 but the first 
time member numbers are up at a total of 1,581 under this year’s campaign. 

 Nominations for appointment are open and all members are encouraged to submit their nomination for 
reappointment as appropriate.  

 The 2011 APWA Awards Program information and nomination materials are available online at 
www.apwa.net/awards.  

 APWA is partnering with the Pacific Northwest Snowfighters Association (PNS) for the April 2011 Snow 
Conference.  Detailed conference information and registration is available at www.apwa.net/snow. 

 The Chapter leaders meeting will be held in Kansas City, February 24-26.  

 The International Affairs Committee will be hosting a Chapter Leaders’ Webcast this week.  For more 
information contact the Chapter Relations Department of APWA. 

 The Government Affairs Strategic Plan Subcommittee draft is under review by the GAC and will be 
submitted to the board for the January Board meeting.  
 

 3. Legislative Update – Laura Berkey-Ames provided the following report 

Appropriations for FY 2011:  Laura provided the committee with a brief update on Department of Homeland 
Security appropriations for FY 2011. On December 8, the House passed a Continuing Resolution which would 
fund the government to FY 2011 at FY 2010 levels by a vote of 212 to 206. However, the Continuing 
Resolution did indicate a few funding changes for the following DHS/FEMA programs: State and Local 
Programs, Flood Insurance and Flood Mapping, Pre-Disaster Mitigation and FEMA Disaster Relief. The bill 
also extends the Stafford Act to September 30, 2011. However, the Senate is currently working on Omnibus 
legislation which would be offered as a substitute amendment to the Continuing Resolution. The draft 
legislation would incorporate all 12 regular spending bills for the fiscal year, which began on October 1. The 
omnibus bill will likely be considered on the floor of the Senate this week.    

Public Safety Alliance and the D Block: APWA has been listed as a supporter of the Public Safety Alliance’s 
mission to ensure that the 700 MHz D Block is not auctioned by the FCC, but rather is allocated (free of 
charge) to public safety. For the first time, APWA will be attending a PSA meeting on December 20 and is 
looking into becoming a full member of this coalition.  

The Public Safety Alliance is a partnership with the nation's leading public safety associations, which includes 
the Association of Public-Safety Communications Officials (APCO) International, the International Association 
of Chiefs of Police, the International Association of Fire Chiefs, the National Sheriffs’ Association, the Major 
Cities Chiefs Association, the Major County Sheriffs’ Association, the Metropolitan Fire Chiefs Association, the 

http://www.apwa.net/awards.
http://www.apwa.net/snow
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National Emergency Management Association and the National Association of EMS Officials. The partnership 
is operated as a program of APCO International.  

 4. Education Report – Harry 

 A new member will be replacing the Facilities & Grounds Committee representative on the Education 
Committee 

 There was discussion of Click, Listen & Learn process.  It was determined that the Education Committee 
member representing technical committees will be participating on the CLL programs which have been 
brought to the schedule from the committee’s recommendations.  We believe this will enhance the process.  

 Planning for other APWA events was also discussed by the committee: 
o 2011 Congress 
o 2011 Snow 
o 2011 Sustainability in Public Works Conference  

 Members also discussed the 2012 program topic selection.  
 

 5. Report on Comprehensive Professional Development Group (previously the Education and Certification 
Strategic Planning Group) – Curt reported that this group has broken into subcommittees to effectively 
complete tasks.  Curt is on the certification subcommittee which is looking at current programs available 
through APWA and from other organizations.  They are working with staff to evaluate the effectiveness of 
current programs and cost analysis.  They are also looking into various APWA Institutes available from 
chapters.  This subcommittee has held weekly phone calls.  The subcommittee will also be evaluating ways to 
increase interest and participation in chapter institutes.  The full Development Group will be holding a 
conference call meeting this Friday then will meet again face-to-face in January.  Curt believes there is value 
in certificates that can be used as stepping stones to certification.   

 
 6. Discussion of Emergency Management Subcommittees  

With subcommittee assignments made the Emergency Management Committee decided that committee chair, 
Curt Edwards, will send out a welcome email to subcommittee members informing them of their assignments. 
Moreover, the email will invite subcommittee members to participate in next month’s full committee conference 
call (scheduled for January 12) where subcommittee members will make introductions, discuss subcommittee 
objectives, upcoming project assignments and conference calls.  

 7. NFIP Reform comments – Laura reminded the committee of FEMA’s initiative to put forward an NFIP reform 
policy, and that APWA has the opportunity to comment on this process. Larry Zensinger is currently working 
on informal comments which will be submitted to FEMA. Laura invited the rest of the committee to submit 
informal comments to ASAP—as they are due December 31. This opportunity has also been presented to the 
Water Resources Committee.  

 
 8. Selection of Congress 2011 sessions – informational (speaker names due January)  

a. Congress 2011 EM Roundtable/Open Forum   
b. Haiti Experience – Lessons Learned – Curt (submitted)  
c. Public Works Teams/EMAC Mission Packages - David Himes (submitted)  
d. Cyber Security Evaluations through DHS - Laura/Chris/Teresa S/Kürt (submitted)  
e. Deputy Administrator Tim Manning or Craig Fugate (update on HSPD-8 & other presidential 

directives/strategies) – Teresa forwarded the committee’s recommendation to the appropriate APWA staff  

 9. Chapter Relations – Curt asked members to review the list developed in 2008 and determine if new topics 
should be added.  The committee will discuss at the next meeting. 

 
10. Subcommittee Reports  

a. Stafford Act Coalition – no report as they have not had recent meetings 
b. Strategic Foresight Initiative – continue to pass along information to the committee but no meetings are 

scheduled at the present time 
c. USAID/ASCE/ACEC meeting – Laura asked Larry to attend this meeting cosponsored by USAID, the 

American Society of Civil Engineers and the American Council of Engineering Companies. One of the key 
questions asked was, ―Why is it that 30 or 60 days after an international disaster everything seems to 
come to a standstill and reconstruction doesn’t seem to get underway?‖  The discussion didn’t get too far 
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into tangible recommendations.  AID reaching out to the engineering community to see what can be done 
to expedite the process of reconstruction.  APWA could be interested in playing a role in providing 
volunteer contributions to the process.  Mike Sanio of ASCE talked about the groups of volunteers that 
conduct evaluations.   APWA could partner with USAID.  APWA should evaluate if the Emergency 
Management Committee or the International Affairs Committee (or both) would be best to monitor and 
contribute. The meeting wasn’t as useful as Larry had hoped but it is the first step in getting involved.  Curt 
has tried to hold conversations regarding possible contribution by APWA through ASCE channels.  
Problem with some countries is that there really is no government structure that you can deal with.  All 
agreed it is most important that there is someone in charge and serving a leadership role in the host 
country.  How USAID can help in getting that process in place is one of the discussion items.  

d. Homeland Security Advisory Committee – nothing new to report 
e. HSPD-8:  National Preparedness Goal, Target Capabilities, Universal Task List, NIMS and NPR Update – 

Teresa Scott (via Teresa Hon) reported that at this time there is nothing new to report; the NRF update is 
pending the release of the new Presidential Policy Directive to replace HSPD 8. 

f. Credentialing: DHS Committee – no report 
g. SAFECOM – Laura attended this meeting on Robert Lambert’s behalf. Meeting materials were sent to 

Robert Lambert as well as Emergency Management Committee members. A few ―take aways‖ from the 
meeting are as follows: 1) The D Block issue was not discussed—which came as a surprise to many of the 
meeting attendees; 2) As of October 30, 2010, the Office of Emergency Communications completed Goal 
1 of the National Emergency Communications Plan where observations for all 60 Urban Area Security 
Initiatives. A report to Congress on Goal 1 is being developed which will include results, national trends 
and findings; 3) The Office of Emergency Communications is also in the process on updating the National 
Emergency Communications Plan. A preliminary draft has been submitted to Cyber Security and 
Communications Assistant Secretary Gregory Schaffer for review. 

h. Homeland Security Consortium – Chris Logan, FEMA Senior Counselor to the Deputy Administrator for 
Protection and National Preparedness, provided the NHSC with an update on the FEMA Protection and 
National Preparedness Directorate. Mr. Logan spoke at length about the National Level Exercise (NLE) 
program and the efforts underway to improve this program. Homeland Security Secretary Janet Napolitano 
requested FEMA develop an NLE program that focuses on more real life scenarios—yielding lessons 
learned that can be applied during actual emergencies. What will enhance the efficacy of the new NLE 
program is that additional emphasis will be placed on obtaining information from after action reports from 
state and local levels. This data will give the Federal Government a better indication on where 
preparedness and planning stand nationwide. The new NLE program would be based on a two year 
exercise cycle whose objectives will be set by the White House and Cabinet secretaries. Currently, the 
NLE program proposal is being reviewed by Secretary Napolitano. Upon her approval, the proposal will be 
reviewed by White House National Security Staff in the coming months.   

Richard Reed, Special Assistant to the President for Homeland Security and Senior Director for 
Resilience Policy, discussed medical countermeasures distribution planning efforts, an issue high on 
President Obama’s priority list. Last year’s H1N1 epidemic triggered the development of new capabilities, 
as the Centers for Disease Control were able to identify the virus, create a vaccination and mass produce 
it for distribution. This national emergency spurred the White House to develop and eventually publish 
medical countermeasure guidelines to states and localities. Because the threat of a bio-terrorist attack is 
ever present, the White House is also developing a method to rapidly and widely distribute medication to 
infected individuals, medical centers and pharmacies, and first responders who may need to take 
preventative measures against possible infection.  

Consortium members and members of FEMA’s National Preparedness Task Force, Charley English, 
Director of the Georgia Emergency Management Office and John Madden, Director of the Alaska Division 
of Homeland Security and Emergency Management briefed fellow consortium participants on the Task 
Force’s report Perspective on Preparedness: Taking Stock Since 9/11. Submitted to Congress in 
September 2010, the report makes recommendations for all levels of government regarding disaster and 
emergency guidance and policies, evaluates the effectiveness of federal grant programs, and assesses 
the most appropriate way to collectively review the nation’s emergency capabilities and capability gaps. 

The NHSC also held an extensive business session where Consortium members unanimously 
approved the NHSC white paper, Protecting Americans in the 21

st
 Century: Imperatives for the Homeland. 

The white paper recognizes to public works in its sections on long-term disaster recovery and surge 
capacity. This is the first time the white paper has mentioned public works alongside other first responders 
such as fire, law enforcement and emergency medical services. The white paper also contains a section 
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on emergency communications, where the consortium advocates for the 700 MHz D Block radio spectrum 
be allocated (free of charge) to public safety. 

i. National Advisory Committee (NAC) Report – Teresa Scott indicated that she has been selected to chair 
the Response & Recovery Subcommittee to the NAC.  They are working on Housing and Exercise 
program revisions. 

j. IRWG sub group on PW – Teresa Hon has obtained access to the HSIN site and will be working to load 
appropriate APWA documents.    

k. Criticality Industry stakeholder workshop – Curt 
l. FEMA National Preparedness Task Force – David Himes indicated that the report has been completed 

and submitted to Congress 
m. Update on FEMA education program for PW in emergencies – Teresa’s DHS contact indicates the course 

will be available by December 30 at www.training.fema.gov.  This will be a conservative date and will give 
Distance Learning time to get it up and running. 

n. The Infrastructure Security Partnership – Kürt was not available for a report 
o. EPA Discussion Group for Recovery/Reimbursement for Water Sector – Kürt was not available for a 

report 

p. George’s Task Force/Think Tank – Harry indicated that the first conference call meeting will take place on 
Friday. He will have a report for the next committee conference call.  

q. NLE 11 Exercise Committee – Curt indicated that a conference call meeting took place this week. They 
are breaking into subcommittees and have developed a scenario.  They are talking to public works and 
private industry regarding damage, response and recovery.  The exercise will be a full three-day 
simulation with participation from public and private interests.  Curt had previously sent to committee 
members a link to a training guide.  There is also a site where you can post emergency information. Curt 
encourages members to sign up if you are interested.   The link to the series registration is 
www.llis.dhs.gov 

 
11. Schedule for monthly InfoNOW Community Postings (e-mail addressed to emergency@infonow.apwa.net)  

 December – Kürt (D block/radio frequency) 
 January – Chris 

February – Larry  
 

 12. Next Meeting – January 12, 2011, 8:00am Pacific/9:00am Mountain/10:00am Central/11:00am Eastern 
 
 
 
 

http://www.training.fema.gov/
http://www.llis.dhs.gov/

