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EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE 
CONFERENCE CALL MEETING SUMMARY 

Wednesday, June 30, 2010 
 

Participants: Teresa Scott Curt Edwards 
 Larry Zensinger Kürt Blomquist 
 Diane Linderman, APWA Board  Phyllis Muder, Staff 
 Cora Jackson-Fossett, APWA Board (incoming)  
 Teresa Hon, Staff Laura Berkey, Staff 
  
Absent: Chris Walsh David Himes 
 
 
1. Call to Order – Teresa Scott called the meeting to order 

 There were no agenda additions or changes  

 The May 12 meeting summary was approved as submitted 
 

2. At-Large Director Report (Board of Directors and Sustainability) – Diane provided a brief report on the 
recent Board of Directors meeting held in Vancouver 

 Adopted the budget which included funds for Emergency Management Committee to undertake a 
new project  

 The Task Force report regarding education/certification/accreditation structure was accepted by 
the board. One of the recommendations was to create a new and improved education committee 
(under another name) that would drive the education agenda, involving the technical committees, 
credentialing and Center for Sustainability.  The Task Force will develop a mission statement and 
strategic plan so that the new committee has an outline for future work.  

 Balloting is underway for board positions. 
 
3. Legislative Update – Laura provided the following legislative update to the committee: 

 National Flood Insurance Extension Act of 2010 (HR 5569): This bill would extend the NFIP to 
September 30, 2010. Currently the NFIP expired on May 31. On June 23, HR 5569 passed the 
House by a voice vote and has been referred to the Senate. Laura sent advocacy letters to Senate 
Majority Leader Reid and Senate Minority Leader McConnell, encouraging them to move this bill 
forward. This letter as also copied to Rep. Maxine Waters—sponsor of HR 5569—and leadership 
of the following Senate committees: Appropriations; Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs; 
Environment and Public Works. 

 Predisaster Hazard Mitigation Act of 2010 (S 3249): This bill would allocated fund for PDM for 
fiscal years 2011 to 2015, gradually increasing from $180 million to $200 million for each fiscal 
year. S 3249 passed the Senate on June 28 by unanimous consent. The House also passed a 
PDM bill in April which $250 million for each fiscal years 2010 through 2012. However, these 2 
bills differ in regards to funding. It is hoped that this issue will be resolved before the August 
recess. 

 Broadband for First Responders Act of 2010 (HR 5081): This bill would allocate the 700 MHz D 
Block of spectrum to public safety/first responders free of charge. APWA has been actively 
lobbying on the Hill and with fellow stakeholders on this issue. Importantly, APWA sent letters of 
support to House Homeland Security Committee, and House Energy and Commerce Committee 
leadership encouraging them to move this bill forward. The National Emergency Management 
Association signed on to a joint support letter that was sent to the Energy and Commerce 
Committee. The big sticking point with is that public works is not listed as a first responder in the 
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bill’s definition of an ―emergency response provider‖. APWA has pointed this out to congressional 
staff and is working to get a Manager’s Amendment introduced when the bill is marked up that 
would add public works to the definition. Moreover, APWA is working behind the scenes with 
Senator Lieberman as he works on a companion bill. The committee also agreed that because 
interoperable communications for first responders/D Block issue is a visible enough issue to create 
an advocacy position statement on this topic. Laura will draft the statement and send it to the 
committee for their initial review on July 9. The committee will then vote to approve the statement 
during their July 14 conference call.  

 Homeland Security Grant Management Improvement Act (HR 5562): This bill directs FEMA, the 
National Advisory Council and the Chief Financial Officer of DHS to study multi-year grant program 
guidance and grant funds authorized for administration expenses. HR 5562 also stipulates that the 
FEMA Administrator cannot say what Urban Area Security Initiative and Homeland Security Grant 
funds should specifically be used for. This legislation is derived from a DHS study that stated that 
homeland security grants should be streamlined and redundant grant programs be eliminated.  

 
 4. Education Report – Curt Edwards indicated that members had not received the summary from the 

most recent meeting but provided the following information.  

 Diane covered much of the information regarding the task force report and future plans. 

 Also discussed were on-line programs, conference planning, and the Sustainability Conference, 
which Diane says was a great success.   

 Upcoming CLL programs for July:  MUTCD Changes Every Local Agency Needs to Know 
scheduled for July 15 

 Norwich tuition reduction award for MPA (Public Works Concentration) and MCE degrees.  See 
http://www.apwa.net/Education/graduate.asp for full details.  Deadline for application is June 30

th
. 

 
5. Topics for Congress 2011 – Participants discussed subjects which had been previously suggested. 

Two more were added to the list which would address programs underway at the national level.  
Members volunteered to do some preliminary work to determine the viability of the topic and potential 
authors for a report during the July call.   

 

Topic 
Committee member or 

contact 

Denver 
Congress-
9/18-21/11  

Congress 2011 EM Roundtable/Open Forum  X 

Multi agency teams – FEMA Region 8 Pilot Panel 

Dwight Henninger – 
Linderman contact (no 

response re CLL inquiry) X 

Haiti Experience – Lessons Learned  Curt X 

Public Works Teams/EMAC Mission Packages David/Diane X 

Politics in Emergency Response Kürt  X 

FEMA/EMI training programs for PW  Teresa H/Gregg Varner X 

Cyber Security Evaluations through DHS Laura/Chris/Teresa S/Kürt  X 

Deputy Administrator Tim Manning (update on 
HSPD-8 and other presidential 
directives/strategies) 

Laura B 
X 

 
 6. Discussion of Click, Listen and Learn programs scheduled – Staff member Phyllis Muder explained 

where we are with speakers and information required for the upcoming CLL programs. 
a. Getting a Seat at the Table (release date: 8/26/10) – Phil Mann has agreed to serve as one of the 

speakers.  The second individual identified (Police Chief Dwight Henninger) had not responded to 
multiple messages (via e-mail and phone).  Kϋrt Blomquist suggested we contact Brandon Bond, 
Private Sector Liaison Officer for the San Francisco, Ca Northern CA Intelligence Office. Teresa 
Scott indicated that she could identify the police and fire contact persons with whom Phil Mann 
works in Gainesville if necessary.  Phyllis and Teresa will follow-up once Kϋrt has provided contact 
information for Brandon.  

http://www.apwa.net/Education/graduate.asp
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b. Public Works Teams/EMAC Mission Packages (release date: 3/10/2011) 

 Potential speakers: David Himes and Venu Gupta 

 Diane Linderman offered to work with Phyllis and Teresa for the description and learning 
objectives in a separate call. 

 
 7. WARN Discussion – Teresa Scott met with the Florida WARN group which is a conglomeration of 

different associations.  They are very interested in pushing a mutual agreement involving WARN and 
public works out to the Southeast Region. They were not aware of what has been going on with 
Wisconsin and national group as they see themselves as somewhat separate.  They have support 
from EMAC and state-wide managers and Florida Department of Environmental Protection.  Teresa 
will discuss in August with other NAC members. In a conversation held with Craig Fugate he 
indicated that he wants it to come from locals.  In New Hampshire WARN is included as part of the 
public works group as a change in state legislature permitted it.  A resolution was passed to allow 
private and public utilities to be part of their state-wide mutual aid agreement. Some members felt the 
issue is inconsistency from state to state for state-wide issues concerning mutual aid. One issue 
voiced – Does WARN’s Standard Operating Procedures call for operating separately from the EMAC 
process?  An observation is that the issue seems to be with the for-profit water districts because they 
can’t be part of EMAC process without a change in state legislature.  (Note:  The committee agreed 
there is a need to change Mutual Aid position paper to include this information also.) 

 
 8. Subcommittee Reports  

a. Stafford Act Coalition – Larry indicated that hasn’t been a meeting for quite some time.  He did 
provide a review of a meeting he had with US Senator Mary Landrieu.  He attended the kickoff 
meeting for NLE 2000 on behalf of Curt. How much do we really want to be involved and what do 
we (public works community at large) want to get out of this? 

b. Homeland Security Advisory Committee (Judy Mueller) – nothing new to report 
c. HSPD-8:  National Preparedness Goal, Target Capabilities, Universal Task List, NIMS and NPR 

Update – New update is expected to come out in the next 30 days 
d. Credentialing: DHS Committee – Diane mentioned that teams and positions are supposed to be 

released in the federal register any day 
e. SAFECOM (Phil Mann) – Phil attended the spring conference and shared minutes with APWA 

Executive staff. It is important that we make sure the public works community is aware of the 
need to come into compliance with the narrow banding requirements (posted to infoNOW).  
Considered public safety radios. Trying to be sure that all understand it encompasses all first 
responders so that they are being included in the discussion.  

f. Conference Calls:  TSA, Water Security – nothing new to report 
g. Homeland Security Consortium – Laura Berkey and Chris Walsh attended the National 

Homeland Security Consortium (NHSC) meeting in Chicago on June 23 and 24. Laura reported 
the following to the committee: 
NHSC Organizational Members’ Top 5 Priority Issues 

 NHSC members took about 3 hours to share their priority issues 

 Three main themes/issues arose from the presentations: 1) Cyber Security; 2) Interoperable 
Communications/D Block Spectrum for public safety/first responders; 3) Border Security 

NHSC White Paper  

 The consortium spent the bulk of the meeting evaluating their white paper and its relevance 
to the current political climate 

 In lieu of the consortium members’ presentations and the discussions that followed, the 
consortium agreed by unanimous consent to complete the following in the next 6 months (by 
the December 2010 meeting):  
o Create an NHSC website that would host the following items:  

 Post the current white paper ―Protecting Americans in the 21
st
 Century: Imperatives 

for the Homeland‖; however, the NHSC (specifically, Glenn Woodbury of the Naval 
Postgraduate School and moderator for this discussion) is in the process of updating 
the white paper’s 9 core issue areas. A draft should be ready for review prior to the 
December 2010 meeting. 
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 Post NHSC roster and members’ top 5 homeland security/emergency management 
priority issues 

 Post addendum to white paper on emerging issues such as: Public Safety 
Spectrum/D Block; Lack of Funding for Homeland Security/Emergency Management; 
Immigration/Border Security; Cyber Security; Performance Measurement/Metrics 
(how do you measure how well specific initiatives – ex: grant programs – are 
working); Long Term Recovery 

Richard Reed, Special Asst. to the President for Homeland Security & Sr. Director for Resilience 
Policy (Guest speaker via conference call) 

 The new HSPD-8 will be the foundation that will connect all other 26 directives and 11 
national strategies 

 Currently, the new HSPD-8 has passed the Interagency Policy Committee and stakeholders 
have weighed in with the White House; now, the document is sitting in the Deputy’s 
Committee. The new HSPD-8 should reach the President’s desk for his approval in about 3 
weeks; the document is about 30 days from being signed by the President and released. 

 The next Presidential Directive up for review is HSPD-7 which establishes a national policy 
for Federal departments and agencies to identify and prioritize United States critical 
infrastructure and key resources and to protect them from terrorist attacks.  

 Other White House initiatives are as follows: 
o Looking to leverage the Stafford Act w/ FEMA and invigorate the base, specifically trying 

to align homeland security grants to support the notion of national preparedness in the 
Stafford Act 

o Investing more money up front in order to save more money in the long term when 
disaster strikes 

Tim Manning, Deputy Administrator, Protection and National Preparedness, FEMA (Guest 
speaker, presentation in person) 

 Currently, FEMA is focused on building strong FEMA regions by: 
o Moving personnel from FEMA Headquarters to FEMA regional offices 
o Moving more decision making to FEMA regions  
o FEMA region accountability for decisions 

 FEMA is in the process of targeting redundant and/or ineffective grant programs to streamline 
the application and funding process 

 Target Capabilities List: Current list is still in place and can be used 
h. Target Capabilities Working Group – nothing new to report 
i. NAC Report – Teresa Scott will attend the next meeting the first week in August 
j. IRWG sub group on PW – Several subgroups have been identified. Teresa H reported on the last 

conversation she had with Colleen Mall.  It was agreed that they would wait to incorporate PW 
until the taxonomy is complete and the other stakeholders have supplied sample documents so 
that we have a better idea of the information which could be provided by APWA.  

k. The Infrastructure Security Partnership – Teresa H will work with Kürt to identify the specific 
assignments with the TISP.  This may be part of subgroups with IRWG.  

l. Criticality Industry stakeholder workshop – Curt attended this meeting.  They are working to come 
up with a definition of what critical infrastructure is.  

m. Update on new FEMA education program for PW in emergencies – Teresa H reported that the 
first test of the new FEMA IS-552 course, The Role of Public Works in Emergency Management, 
has been completed.  The contractor for the course has provided copies of the feedback received 
from the test subjects.  Subject matter expert Gregg Varner has indicated that FEMA has 
released funds for development of additional modules.   

 
 9. Committee appointments – Teresa Hon shared the emergency management-related appointments 

which have been made by President-elect George Crombie: 
a. APWA/FEMA Partnership Task Force – Larry Lux (IL) 
b. SAFECOM – Robert Lambert (LA) 
c. National Homeland Security Consortium – Larry Lux (IL) – Members indicated the importance of 

maintaining continuity with this group.  APWA is the only member who changes the person 
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representing their organization.  Members are concerned that the change in APWA representative 
will have an adverse effect on our role in the group. 

d. Emergency Management Committee  

 Chair – Curt Edwards 

 Reappointed – Kϋrt Blomquist (NH) 

 New Member – Harry Weed (NY) 

 New Member – Jeff May (IA) 
 
 10. Schedule for monthly InfoNOW Community Postings (e-mail addressed to 

emergency@infonow.apwa.net)  
June – Teresa Scott posted information regarding the bandwidth issue 
July – Laura & Teresa H. re Cyber Security 
August – Kürt  

 
 11. Additional information/announcements: 

 Teresa Scott’s Cyber Security evaluation has been scheduled for September 25-26 

 Laura will be sending the committee copies of a senate leadership letter regarding the NFIP 
extension 

 
 12. Next Conference Call Meeting – July 14 – 8am Pacific/9am Mountain/10am Central/11am Eastern. 

Members were reminded that Ed Dolan and the resilience directorate might be sitting in on the call.  
Because much of their focus has been dealing with the gulf oil spill, Laura will follow-up to see if they 
will still be joining our call.  

 
 


