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EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE 
CONFERENCE CALL MEETING SUMMARY 

WEDNESDAY, MAY 13, 2009 
 
 

Participants: Teresa Scott Curt Edwards 
 Kürt Blomquist  Chris Walsh 
 David Himes   
 
Absent: Larry Zensinger Diane Linderman, APWA Board 
  
Staff:  Teresa Hon  Laura Berkey 
 Phyllis Muder 
 
 
1. Call to Order – Teresa Scott called the meeting to order and thanked members for their 

willingness to alter today’s meeting time and duration.   
 
2. Agenda Additions or Changes – Several items were tabled for discussion to the June 

conference call so that pressing business could be accomplished during this call. 
 
3. The April 9, 2009, meeting summary was approved as submitted 
 
4. Legislative Update – Laura reported the following to the committee: 

a. The “Pre-Disaster Mitigation Act of 2009” (H.R. 1746) passed the House by a vote of 
339-56. Prior to the bill’s passage, APWA President Noel Thompson sent a letter on 
behalf of APWA in support of the legislation. H.R. 1746 has now been referred to the 
Senate Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs Committee for consideration. 
Senate staff has indicated the committee is working on their own Pre-Disaster Mitigation 
bill, but draft legislation has not been made available as of yet. 

b. An overview was provided of the President’s Budget Request for FY 2010. Laura noted 
that while the budget request for FEMA increased, many state and local programs 
received flat funding or a decrease in funding.   

c. On May 7, the Senate confirmed Tim Manning to be the next Deputy Administrator for 
National Preparedness. 

d. Laura also mentioned that Senator Vitter (LA-R) released his hold on the confirmation of 
FEMA Administrator nominee Craig Fugate. It was reported that Vitter was in a standoff 
with FEMA for at least 60 days—as he had petitioned the agency as to why rebuilding 
(post Hurricane Katrina) was not occurring in parts of southern Louisiana. After 
extensive talks with acting FEMA Administrator, Nancy Ward and Fugate, Vitter felt 
comfortable enough to release his hold. The Senate plans to hold a confirmation vote in 
the near future, although the date has yet to be determined. 
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e. Laura also discussed recent and pending developments with the Emergency Services 
Sector Coordinating Council (ESSCC). According to the ESSCC’s Sector Annual Report, 
public works has been officially recognized as a first responder. However, it is proving to 
be an uphill battle for public works to be recognized as a first responder within the 
Emergency Services Sector (ESS)—the sector that the ESSCC oversees. The ESSCC 
submitted a report to Homeland Security Secretary Janet Napolitano emphasizing that 
public works be recognized an “official discipline” within the ESS. This motion proposed 
by the ESSCC is still pending and it has not been determined as to when Secretary 
Napolitano will make her decision. 

5. At-Large Director Report – Diane was not available to provide a report.  

6. Education Report – David Himes mentioned that there was no conference call meeting of 
the Education Committee on which to report.   

Teresa Hon reported that the committee’s guaranteed Click, Listen and Learn program,  
“Ongoing Disaster Recovery Exercises” has been scheduled for March 10, 2010.  In the 
coming months staff will be asking members for suggestions on potential speakers.  When 
the committee initially selected the topic as their preference, it was agreed that the program 
can focus on how to set up an exercise, who to include, how it works (Wisconsin and 
California). Members felt it was also important to cover how a small community can plan and 
implement an exercise (Kürt help to find a speaker representing small communities).  The 
program should focus on public works led exercises and the management aspect, not the 
large scale exercises coordinated by other entities. Curt Edwards will assist in locating a 
speaker. Areas also suggested were citizen reactions to evacuation orders and serving 
those with special needs. 
 
Reviews from evaluations for the April Continuity of Operations program were positive.  
Committee members were in meetings in Washington, DC, and unable to participate so staff 
will provide them with a copy of the program recording.  
 

7. GAC Response to Policy Papers – Laura Berkey 
a. Public Works Professionals as Emergency Responders (Advocacy) – approved by GAC 

and will be forwarded to the APWA Board of Directors 
b. Public Works and Statewide Mutual Aid (Advocacy) – GAC members passed a motion 

requesting that the EM Technical Committee consider if APWA should take a position on 
WARN or other statewide mutual aid agreements.  Committee members will consider 
and let Laura know ASAP. 

c. Flood Map Modernization (Advocacy) – The GAC did not approve the statement which 
was submitted.  They wanted the committee to add a clause to the advocacy statement 
that brought in how flood maps severely impacted the local level agencies.  Laura will 
work on addition to statement and share with the committee for approval.  The timeline 
will be tight since the updated statement (once approved by EM Committee) will need to 
go back to the GAC for approval before submission to the APWA Board of Directors at 
the early June meeting. 

 
8. Priorities for APWA/FEMA projects – each member is to give careful consideration to items 

which we consider priorities for our future work with FEMA.  This item came from the 
discussion with the Public Assistance staff at FEMA. Teresa Hon will forward the notes from 
the discussion to committee members so that they can carefully consider items for the 
priorities list. 
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9. Draft 2009-10 Business Plan – Review of the draft business plan was tabled until the June 
conference call meeting.  

 10. Congress 2009 Session update – members responsible for sessions reported on the status 
of speaker acceptance: 

 a. Public Works Mutual Aid in Disasters: U.S. and Canada Best Practices (Mon, 9/14, 
10:30am-noon)  

  Speakers:  Laurence W. Zensinger, Vice-President, Homeland Security, Dewberry, 
Fairfax, VA (confirmed, provided travel is still in the budget) 

  Michelle Tetreault, Administrative Coordinator-Assessment, City of Calgary, Alberta, 
Canada (confirmed) 

  Leon Shaifer, EMAC Senior Advisor, Brandon, MS (confirmed) 
 b. NIMS Credentialing - What It Means for You (Mon, 9/14, 2:00-2:50pm) 
  Speaker:  David Himes reported that all travel money has been deleted from the City of 

Nashville’s budget as well as membership dues.  Kyle Blackman indicated that either he 
or someone from his group will attend and make the presentation. 

 c. Are You Prepared? Creating Climate Resilient Communities (Tues, 9/15, 10:00-
10:50am) 

  Speaker: Kürt’s travel budget has been cut so he will not be attending Congress.  Laura 
has written a letter of invitation to the Mayor of Fargo.  We are hopeful he will accept. 

 
 11. Discussion of topics for proposed Guaranteed Education Sessions for Congress 2010 in 

Boston, Massachusetts, August 15-18 – This discussion was tabled until the June call.  
Members are to look more closely at the topics to determine if they will be feasible for the 
2010 Congress and report at the next meeting. 
 Pandemic Flu – Chris 
 Incident Management Teams:  What are they?  Establishing agency, regional and state 

teams.  Wisconsin, Colorado and Tennessee could be models – Chris and perhaps Curt 
 NIMS Compliance – applications for small agencies – Kurt (with Larry’s help) 
 Are you prepared to answer to FEMA (NIMS Compliance)? – Teresa Scott (could be 

combined with previous item) 
 Debris management and sustainability (reminding those with localized events that there 

could be a state event and they need to plan for it) – Kurt  
 Ensuring reimbursement/surviving an audit – Kurt and David 
 Consider topics we can work with SWANA on for the Boston Congress that we can 

preview in the Reporter. 
 

 12. Discussion of topics and authors for articles for the January edition of the Reporter (due 
November 28) – tabled until June call 
 First responders for traffic incident – Dave Bergner (nominee to committee) 
 Washington Insight article from Laura  
 Michele Tetreault could do an article on the Canadian perspective – Larry Z 
 Pull bios of other committee applicants to identify potential strengths for an article – 

Teresa H 
 Fargo mayor regarding flood response/evacuation:  Volunteers, community involvement, 

his experience as a former pw official and how it helped him to plan their response 
 Follow-up to Congress sessions  
 Smaller agencies & IMT – Perry Hopkins 
 Smaller agencies & NIMS Compliance 
 Hazard mitigation plan 
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 Consider topics we can work with SWANA on for the Boston Congress that we can 
preview in the Reporter. 

 Cedar Rapids riverfront planning (Diane Linderman has a contact) 
 Committee report from Teresa Hon 

 
 14.  Curriculum-Based Certificate programs – Members are encouraged to consider potential 

needs of the members for local level training.  There is the potential for a certificate program 
for exercise and training.  Members will independently review the documents provided and 
discuss during the next conference call meeting.  

 
 15. Subcommittee Reports  

a. Stafford Act Coalition – Larry Zensinger was not in attendance at the last meeting but 
Laura was there.  APWA teamed up with Stafford Act Coalition and sent a letter for Pre-
disaster mitigation. It passed the House.  The President’s budget includes an increase 
that will be allocated on a risk basis assessment. There is concern because the risk 
basis assessment hasn’t been established yet. 

b. Homeland Security Advisory Committee – Judy Mueller did not have any new 
information to pass on to Laura Berkey. 

c. HSPD-8:  National Preparedness Goal, Target Capabilities, Universal Task List, NIMS 
and NPR Update – Teresa Scott had nothing new to report 

d. Credentialing: NFPA Standards Committee – David Himes reported that there is another 
meeting scheduled in about three weeks.  He did attend the EMAC meeting three weeks 
ago and had good conversations concerning teams.   

e. Credentialing: DHS Committee – no report 
f. SAFECOM – Jeff Wilson will be attending the next meeting in June   
g. Conference Calls:  TSA, Water Security – Laura Berkey nothing new to report 
h. Review Team for National Committee on Levee Safety – Laura indicated that the report 

developed by the Review Team has not yet been released.  House Transportation 
Infrastructure Subcommittee will be holding a hearing on May 19 on the 
recommendations forwarded by the Review Team report.   Andy Haney will be testifying 
at this subcommittee hearing.  The hearing will be available for viewing live on-line.  
Laura will provide copies of the written testimony as well as the link to watch it on-line.  

i. FEMA Focus Group – Teresa Hon reported that a subcontractor has been selected and 
arrangements are now being made.  Members are encouraged to forward suggestions 
to Chris Walsh. 

j. Recovery Field Operations Manual – Kürt reported that we are now behind schedule.  
Two chapters are outstanding.  Staff will compile the information submitted to date and 
distribute for review. 

  
 16. Schedule for monthly InfoNOW Community Postings (e-mail addressed to 

emergency@infonow.apwa.net)  
May – Larry Z 
June – David (EMAC or position description) 
July – Chris (APWA/FEMA Education Task Force or Pandemic Flu) 
August – Teresa S (FEMA is pulling money when you don’t have a debris plan and flood 
plan) 
September – Kurt B (National Response Framework) 

 
 17.  Next Committee Conference Call Meeting – June 10, 2009, 8:00am Pacific/9:00am 

Mountain/10:00am Central/11:00am Eastern 


