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EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE 
CONFERENCE CALL MEETING SUMMARY 

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 14, 2009 
 
 

Participants: Teresa Scott Larry Zensinger 
 Curt Edwards Kürt Blomquist  
 Diane Linderman, APWA Board Liaison 
 
Absent: Chris Walsh David Himes 
  
Staff:  Teresa Hon  Laura Berkey 
 Phyllis Muder 
 

 
1. The meeting was called to order by Chair Teresa Scott.  There were no changes or additions 

to the agenda.   
 
2. The December 17, 2008, meeting summary was approved as submitted. 
 
3. Legislative Update – Laura  

a. Congressional Democratic leaders have outlined a rigorous agenda for the coming 
year and are working closely with President-elect Barack Obama’s transition team on 
an economic recovery package, which is the new administration’s first priority.  The 
package is expected to range from $700 billion to $850 billion, with infrastructure 
funding making up $150 billion -$200 billion of that total. The majority of the 
infrastructure investment will go toward water/wastewater and transportation projects. 
President-elect Obama and Vice President-elect Biden have indicated their 
commitment to keep the stimulus free from earmarks and other prioritized add-ons to 
prevent waste, while speeding up the approval process of the legislation.  The 
legislation is expected to be passed by mid February.   

b. APWA is the newest member of the HPBCCC and HPBR. These two forums will allow 
APWA to infiltrate a whole new arena of stakeholders and gain additional access to 
lawmakers and their staff. While most think of a high performance building as being 
energy efficient, for a building to perform efficiently is must also be structurally sound--
therefore having a high level of impermeability to natural disasters (ie: flooding, 
hurricanes, earthquakes) and terrorist attacks/threats.  

c. Flood Map Coalition – January 5 meeting at Office of Management and Budget.  Staff 
conveyed OMB meeting regularly with FEMA and is pleased with the development of 
the risk map strategic plan which is scheduled to be released in 2 weeks to 1 month. 
Budget set to be released in mid-April. Flood Insurance program is set to expire on 
March 6, but it may have to be given an extension due to the focus on the stimulus 

d. APWA has joined forces with NEMA and other stakeholders to put together a white 
paper on mitigation  
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e. EM Committee Spring meeting in DC on April 9 (Committee meeting in APWA office) 
and April 10 (with FEMA staffers at FEMA office). Bob Shea’s executive assistant, Patty 
Kalla, will work with Laura in February (after things calm down from the transition) to 
schedule speakers to address members on issues important to the committee.  She will 
also work on a tour of National Resource Coordinating Center which will take 30 minutes 
to one hour.   

4. At-Large Director Report – Diane Linderman reported that the board meets the end of the 
month in Kansas City.  There is nothing new to report at this time.  Over 140 people have 
indicated an interest in being a part of the Sustainability Center Committee.  At-Large 
Directors have been asked to make recommendations from this list.  

5. Education Report – Phyllis Muder  
a. Web-based Sustainability 3 program take place Thursday, January 15.  71 sites  
b. Private Partnership for Public Needs CLL on the 22nd 
c. Reinvesting in Transportation Session in February – Free to all APWA members but 

numbers are limited. 
d. The Education Committee is meeting next week to finalize the FY10 training calendar. 

6. Education Topic Brainstorming – Members discussed the three potential topics suggested 
and selected Ongoing Disaster Recovery Exercises.  The program can focus on how to set 
up an exercise, who to include, how it works (Wisconsin and California). Members felt it was 
also important to cover how a small community can plan and implement an exercise (Kürt 
help to find a speaker representing small communities).  The program should focus on public 
works led exercises and the management aspect, not the large scale exercises coordinated 
by other entities. Curt Edwards will assist in locating a speaker. Areas also suggested were 
citizen reactions to evacuation orders and serving those with special needs. 

7. Sustainability  
a. March 2009 Event – APWA staff has firmed up several speakers and have some real 

experts in the field.  The website is updated on a regular basis as speakers make full 
commitments (http://www.apwa.net/events/eventdetail.asp?ID=5181).  Laura forwarded 
Kürt’s proposal.  Larry’s contact wasn’t what they were looking for. Committee members 
are encouraged to spread the word on the conference and push interested people to 
attend.  Several committee members indicated that their agencies have implemented 
travel freezes.   

 b. Center for Sustainability – Diane Linderman covered this item in her At-Large Director 
report.  

8. FEMA Focus Group – Teresa Hon reported that staff was finalizing the list of potential 
participants this week.  Peter King is following up with the FEMA representative so that 
dates can be placed on the calendar. 

9. Chapter topic/speaker requests – three chapters have contacted APWA asking for more 
information or assistance in locating speakers.  Teresa Hon has forwarded those requests to 
the committee member responsible for the topic.  Teresa Scott indicated that she had 
located a FEMA contact that can assist with locating regional speakers.  

 
10. Report on Recovery Field Operations Manual – Kürt Blomquist reported that subcommittee 

members are working to flesh out their outlined copy.  A follow-up meeting will be scheduled 
for later this month.  
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11. Subcommittee Reports  

a. Stafford Act Coalition – Larry Zensinger reported that the next meeting will take place 
January 23.  He and Laura plan to attend. The meeting was rescheduled so that key 
staffers can participate. Items continue to be issues with respect to reauthorization of 
flood insurance and reauthorizing of PDM.  APWA Committee may be asked to draft 
letters and make contacts.  

b. Homeland Security Advisory Committee (Judy Mueller) – Laura Berkey indicated that 
Judy has been asked to continue serving but hasn’t received the official letter of 
invitation.   

c. HSPD-8:  National Preparedness Goal, Target Capabilities, Universal Task List, NIMS 
and NPR Update – Teresa Scott reported that HIS, the contractor for DHS, has made a 
request for a group to work on the 5-year plan for NIMS training implementation.  The 
meeting will take place in February. Teresa S. has requested that they have more than 
one public works person so that when there are break-out groups we can have 
representation on other subgroups.  If the additional funds are approved, she will ask the 
committee for recommendations. 

d. Credentialing: NFPA Standards Committee – Diane had no report 
e. Credentialing: DHS Committee – Diane indicated that the next face to face meeting will 

take place the end of February. Right now teams are out for review with comments due 
back by 15th.  Teresa Hon will send a reminder of the deadline to those conducting the 
review. Equipment resources that were typed and sent to review group will soon go to 
FEMA for review for federal register.  Diane will let us know when it is sent.  The DHS 
Committee talked about creating a PowerPoint presentation that can be used by others, 
not on the committee, to aid in dissemination of information.  

f. SAFECOM (Jeff Wilson) – Laura Berkey received no update from Jeff. 
g. Conference Calls:  TSA, Water Security – Laura Berkey had no new information to 

report. 
h. Review Team for National Committee on Levee Safety – Laura reports they are still 

planning to get the proposal to Congress this Friday but has received no 
confirmation of submission.  She is guessing that the transition might be delaying 
things.  

 
12. Congress 2009 Sessions – Speaker update 

a. Partnering to be more effective in your community – Mutual Aid/EMAC US – Larry 
believes we have speakers nailed down 

b. Training/Credentialing – David – no report 
c. Climate Change Adaptation – Kürt is following up with potential contacts 

 
13. Schedule for monthly InfoNOW Community Postings  
   December – Kürt Blomquist (Climate Change & Emergency Planning tips) 
   January – Teresa Scott 
   February – David Himes 
 
14. Members were encouraged to send potential changes for the FEMA and DHS draft to Laura 

if they have not already done so. 
 
15.  Next Committee Meeting – February 11, 2009, at 8:00am Pacific/9:00am Mountain/10:00am 

Central/11:00am Eastern 
 


