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EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE 
CONFERENCE CALL MEETING SUMMARY 

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 17, 2008  
 
 

Participants: Teresa Scott  Larry Zensinger  
 Curt Edwards David Himes   
 Kürt Blomquist Diane Linderman, APWA Board 
 
Absent: Chris Walsh 
 
Staff:  Teresa Hon  Laura Berkey 
 Karen Wilson 
 
 

1. Teresa Scott called the meeting to order at 10:02 am. 
 

2. The only change to the agenda was the correction of the date 
 
3. The August 16, 2008, meeting summary was approved. 
 
4. Legislative Update – Laura Berkey reported that little has been moving in Congress.  

There is a new pre-disaster mitigation bill which would amend the Stafford Act to 
provide assistance to small businesses.  Proposed funding package for hurricane 
and flood relief is being discussed but nothing (dollar amount or recipient) is definite 
at this time.  There is nothing new to report on 6658.  Larry indicated that at the 
Stafford Act Coalition meeting Monday they were invited to offer suggestions. 

5. September 9th FEMA meeting with Associate Deputy Administrator Bob Shea to 
discuss the National Advisory Council – Laura Berkey reported on the meeting Larry 
Frevert, Sue Hann, Jim Fahey, Peter King and her attended.   The meeting was very 
positive and Bob is supportive of PW involvement.  He felt the best place for public 
works representatives to serve and make a difference is on subcommittees (NIMS 
and Stafford Act).  Once we have a presence on the subcommittees it is easier to get 
involved in the national council.  Bob is more than happy to go to bat for APWA to 
get involved in subcommittee with current and upcoming vacancies.  When the list 
and subcommittee charge is shared with DC staff, first opportunity to serve will go to 
Emergency Management Committee members, recognizing that they are currently 
stretched very thin. 

6. Selection of tentative dates for Spring face-to-face meeting in Washington, DC – Bob 
Shea indicated that as long as he has sufficient time to plan, he is happy to meet 
with committee members.  April 9 was selected as a committee meeting date with 
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time for meetings with FEMA staff set for April 10.  Teresa Scott will correspond with 
Bob to be certain the schedule works for his office. 

7. Education report – Karen Wilson and David Himes reported that the Education 
Committee will be meeting January 23 & 24 and have set tentative dates for the 
Education Summit at April 2-3 in Kansas City.  The Masters Degree program with 
Norwich University will roll out in March.  The call for presentations for Congress has 
a September 30 deadline.  The next Click, Listen and Learn course which will 
address Salt Storage will take place Thursday, October 2.  The next emergency 
management related CLL program is scheduled for  

8. At-Large Director Report – Diane Linderman provided the following highlights of the 
Board Meeting in New Orleans. 

 Location of 2014 Congress was approved – Toronto, Canada 
 Market Research Study/Survey was conducted of APWA membership. Executive 

Summary provided with more info to come at a later date. 
 Board authorized a face to face meeting of the Sustainability Task Force. 
 The APWA Board of Directors adopted the advocacy priorities which includes a 

new item – sustainability and environmental stewardship. 
 Members are encouraged to find out more about the new video and tool kit, 

Reinvesting in America’s Transportation System.  It deals with SAFETEA-LU and 
reauthorization. http://www.apwa.net/safetea-lu/ 

 Board will hold a retreat in November.  
 

9. 2008 Congress Feedback – Larry Zensinger and other attendees updated Teresa 
Scott on the discussion during the Open Forum.  There was a lot of interest in Mutual 
Aid as well as interest in how public works can tap into money for homeland security.  
There was interest in comparing and contrasting Canadian emergency response and 
recovery to the US.   Teresa Hon mentioned that during the Board report on 
Wednesday the committee was asked to focus on Canadian issues as well as US. 

10. 2009 Congress topics – Topics were discussed and the three guaranteed sessions 
are in bold.  

a. Infrastructure: sustaining efforts – Chris Walsh 
b. Partnering to be more effective in your community – Mutual Aid/EMAC US 

(Leon Shafer – pw reallocation of EMAC funds) and get someone from 
Canada to talk about their emergency – Larry Zensinger 

c. Training Requirements/Communication Collaboration – Chris Walsh 
d. Training/Credentialing – David Himes 
e. Someone from the Ohio State Emergency Management office on how states 

coordinate event planning  
f. Role of Public Works in COOP (Continuity of Operations) – Brian Usher will 

submit as a stand-alone topic outside of the committee’s three guaranteed 
sessions. 

g. Climate Change Adaptation:  What are potential impacts? Urban heat, 
urban flooding, etc.  Using history is no longer accurate for predictions 
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because of changes in climate.  Incorporate Midwest flooding issues – Kürt 
Blomquist 

h. Midwest Flooding (FEMA Mapping and ways to tie in different pieces, feature 
someone who has been impacted) – tie in to Climate Change Adaptation topic 

 
11. Reporter articles:  Discussion of topics and authors for articles for the January edition 

of the Reporter (due November 28) 
 

a. Emergency management 101 or Emergency Management for Dummies: I’m 
supposed to do what? – Teresa Scott  

b. Homeland Security Consortium – Chris & Laura 
c. Recovery & Continuity combined with COOP Plans –Teresa & Brian 
d. I-90 blizzard fiasco – Chris has submitted this article 
e. Mutual Aid (tentative) – Chris  
f. Climate Change/Adaptability issues: potential impacts – Kürt Blomquist & Larry 

Zensinger 
g. Invasive Species (e.g., Emerald Ash Bore, Gypsy Moth, Pine Beetle, Muscles in 

Water System) – Chris had previously mentioned that Bruce Slagoski could work 
with members of the Facilities & Grounds and/or Water Committee for this topic.  
Recently Bruce has become quite busy and may not have the time to devote to 
developing a complete article.  Teresa Hon will talk with other staff regarding the 
subject. 

h. Washington Inside column will reflect on how emergency and mitigation has 
changed during the Bush administration and possibly changes in Congress with 
new administration – Laura Berkey 

i. Someone from Canada to partner on an article to set the stage for the Congress 
topic.  Teresa Scott will locate a contact to work with Larry Zensinger 

 
12. Committee members had previously done brainstorming to identify potential topics 

from which chapters can choose for chapter events.  The topics were divided and 
bullet points are due October 1 (email to Teresa Hon, please).  Those topics and 
assignments are: 
a. NIMS requirements – Teresa Scott 
b. Public Works and Exercise: When the ball is in our court as Incident Commander 

– Curt Edwards 
c. Incorporating ICS in Our Daily Lives (Chris to share PowerPoint) – David Himes 
d. Emergency Operation Plans: What Annexes do Public Works Need? – David 

Himes 
e. Employee Care During an Emergency – Chris Walsh 
f. TCL Initiative – Teresa Scott 
g. Mutual Aid Plans: An Overview – Kürt Blomquist 
h. Declarations and the Impact: You Think You’re Ready? – Curt Edwards 
i. Public Works’ Role in Emergency Management – Kürt Blomquist 
j. Debris Management/Contracts – Larry Zensinger 
k. Public Works Response to a significant event in a school (material from Beloit 

College evacuation exercise) – Chris Walsh 
l. Climate Change – Larry Zensinger 

 
13. Subcommittee Reports  
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a. Stafford Act Coalition – Larry Zensinger attended a meeting on Monday.  
Coalition is concerned about reauthorization of PDM. The National Flood 
Insurance program is in the process of being reauthorized by September 30.  
This is important because people won’t be able to buy flood insurance when 
closing on property if this isn’t authorized.  Members of Congress want to move a 
group of properties to actuarial rates rather than subsidized (most are public 
buildings).  FEMA issued some policy with respect to how insurance is handled 
in terms of public assistance program and reimbursement for damage to public 
facilities.  Effect is to substantially reduce amount of assistance for a second 
event.  Now saying will not pay deductible for second event. Insurance industry is 
moving from set amount to a percentage of total value of property.  National 
League of Cities and other members in coalition are studying and will probably 
put together a position paper to formally object.  Flood Insurance Reform Act  

b. Homeland Security Advisory Committee (Judy Mueller) – nothing new going on 
c. HSPD-8:  National Preparedness Goal, Target Capabilities, Universal Task List, 

NIMS and NPR Update –Target Capabilities workshop ran from May to August.  
They will be addressing new capabilities next year. 

d. Credentialing: NFPA Standards Committee – Brian Usher no report 
e. Credentialing: FEMA Committee – Diane Linderman reported that the committee 

met for three days last week.  A Water Sector Committee representative was 
invited to be part of the group.  Request for comments on teams will go out.  
Mark McCain resigned as Chair.  Brian Usher nominated as incoming Chair. 

f. NEMA Homeland Security Consortium – Chris Walsh & Laura Berkey will be 
attending the next meeting in December in Monterey, California 

g. SAFECOM (Jeff Wilson) – Laura Berkey reminded the committee that she had 
previously provided a press release on July 31 on national communications plan 

h. Conference Calls:  TSA, Water Security, Laura Berkey – all quiet 
i. WARN – Diane Linderman/Laura Berkey reported that APWA is drafting letter to 

AWWA regarding Mutual Aid.  WARN was approved in 33 states and they are 
talking to the rest. 

 
14. Schedule for monthly InfoNOW Community Postings (e-mail addressed to 

emergency@infonow.apwa.net)  
 

September – Teresa Scott 
October – Curt Edwards (Nov 12-14 Southern California simulation) 

 
15. Next Committee Meeting – October 8, 2008, 8:00am Pacific/9:00am 

Mountain/10:00am Central/11:00am Eastern 
 
 


