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EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE 

CONGRESS MEETING SUMMARY 
Saturday, August 18, 2008  

New Orleans, Louisiana 
 
 

Participants: Teresa Scott Curt Edwards 
 David Himes  Brian Usher 
 Larry Zensinger  Chris Walsh 
 Kürt Blomquist 
 
Staff:  Teresa Hon  Ashley Scherzer 
 Laura Berkey 
 
Guests: Larry Frevert Noel Thompson 
 Larry Lux 
 
 

1. Teresa Scott welcomed participants and asked that they introduce themselves.   The 
Committee Roster and the Expectations of Committee Members documents were reviewed.  
Teresa Scott thanked Brian Usher for his hard work, commitment and mentoring over the 
years.  His willingness to stay involved even though he has been appointed to another 
APWA national committee is much appreciated.  

 
2. Teresa Scott elaborated on the Mutual Aid topic on the agenda and that Larry Lux would 

like to be present for the discussion to share what is happening in Illinois.  This led to a 
quick discussion of how we communicate and educate our partners on our role, status and 
recognition as first responders.  It was agreed that this would be a good topic for the Think 
Tank session on Tuesday morning. 

 
3. Participants approved the July 2, meeting summary and reviewed the Technical Committee 

Quarterly Report prepared for the APWA Board and delegates.  Members were pleased to 
learn that future reports will be shared with all Technical Committees. 

 
4. Legislative Update – Laura Berkey shared a detailed matrix of pending bills.  She also 

provided details on the Wind Hazards Reduction Coalition.  The House, Senate and a 
subcommittee are all working on draft bills which could result in three bills being introduced.   

 
 An update on the target capabilities was provided.  Currently the second draft version is out 

for review and has been met with negative comments.  The committee will work on an 
update and revision.  It is hoped a third draft will be released by 2010.  The current problem 
is that it is too connected to funding.  Brian Usher indicated that he will represent public 
works on a model community book for Target Capabilities List.  The committee will be 
looking for subject matter experts.  
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5. Education Report – Changes to the make-up of the Education Committee were discussed.  
David Himes will serve as the Emergency Management Committee representative and will 
bring the thoughts and knowledge of the full Emergency Management Committee to the 
Education Committee but he has an independent voice.  The Education calendar is 
final.  Staff has solicited RFPs for revision of course materials for four programs.  A 
symposium has been set for March.  April will feature the topic recommended by the 
EM Committee - continuity operations. 

 
6. Review of 2008 Annual Report to the Board of Directors – Members reviewed the report as 

provided to the APWA Board of Directors.  Other than the correction of two typos, the 
committee had no comments. 

 
7. Review and adoption of 2008-09 Business Plan – The draft business plan was adopted.  As 

part of the discussion it was mentioned that perhaps the APWA Board of Directors could 
adopt a more formal comment to chapters encouraging them to develop mirror committees.  
It was mentioned that declarations of disasters should be an impetus to the chapter for the 
formation of an Emergency Management Committee.  It was also suggested that nominees 
who aren’t selected for the national committee be encouraged to go to their chapters and 
encourage development of a local committee.   

 
8. Report on Recovery Field Operations Manual/Pocket Guide – Brian Usher indicated that 

the subcommittee had met via conference call and divided portions of the text up amongst 
themselves.  The group was looking forward to the contributions of Jim Martin so his 
unexpected passing will certainly be felt.  The group still hasn’t decided on a format.  The 
decision will be made once the table of contents has been fleshed out.  Kürt will take on the 
role as the future Publication Director for the committee, with the assistance of Chris Walsh.  
Teresa Scott thanked Brian for his leadership and willingness to continue working with the 
committee on this project. 

 
9. Selection of topics and presenters for 2009 guaranteed Education Sessions – Members 

reviewed the list of potential topics previously generated.  As follows, members will work to 
develop a proposal for consideration by the committee during the September conference 
call.   
a. Infrastructure: sustaining efforts – Chris Walsh 
b. The EM committee was willing to work with the Fleet Services Committee on a joint 

topic "Partnering to be more effective in your community." 
c. Mutual Aid/EMAC (could be incorporated into the Fleet session) – Larry Zensinger/Chris 

Walsh 
d. Training Requirements/Communication Collaboration – Chris Walsh 
e. Training/Credentialing – David Himes/Diane Linderman 
f. Someone from the Ohio State Emergency Management office on how states coordinate 

event planning  
g. Role of Public Works in COOP (Continuity of Operations) – Brian Usher will submit as a 

stand-alone topic outside of the committee’s three guaranteed sessions. 
h. Midwest Flooding  
i. Climate Change Adaptation (What are potential impacts? Urban heat, urban flooding, 

etc.) – Kürt Blomquist /Larry Zensinger 
 Items D and G were favorites of the committee members. 
 (NOTE:  Deadline for Call for Presentations to reserve the slot is September 30.  Must have 

on-line document filed listing title of session and person to contact for the remainder of the 
information by January, 2009.) 
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10. Discussion of topics and authors for articles for January issue of the Reporter (due 

November 15, 2008) 
a. Emergency management 101 or Emergency Management for Dummies: I’m supposed 

to do what? – Teresa Scott  
b. Homeland Security Consortium – Chris & Laura 
c. Recovery & Continuity combined with COOP Plans – Brian and Teresa 
d. I-90 blizzard fiasco – Chris indicated that the article is almost complete 
e. Mutual Aid (tentative) – Chris  
f. Climate Change/Adaptability issues: potential impacts – Kürt Blomquist & Larry 

Zensinger 
g. Invasive Species (e.g., Emerald Ash Bore, Gypsy Moth, Pine Beetle, Muscles in Water 

System) – Chris mentioned that Bruce Slagoski could work with members of the 
Facilities & Grounds and/or Water Committee for this topic.   

 
11. Committee members had previously done brainstorming to identify potential topics from 

which chapters can choose for chapter events.  The topics were divided and bullet points 
are due October 1 (email to Teresa Hon, please).  Those topics and assignments are: 
a. NIMS requirements – Teresa Scott 
b. Public Works and Exercise: When the ball is in our court as Incident Commander – Curt 

Edwards 
c. Incorporating ICS in our daily lives (Chris to share PowerPoint) – David Himes 
d. Emergency Operation Plans: What annexes do Public Works need – David Himes 
e. Employee Care during an emergency – Chris Walsh 
f. TCL Initiative – Teresa Scott 
g. Mutual Aid Plans: An Overview – Kürt Blomquist 
h. Declarations and the Impact: You think you’re ready – Curt Edwards 
i. Public Works’ Role in Emergency Management – Kürt Blomquist 
j. Debris Management/Contracts – Larry Zensinger 
k. Public Works Response to a significant event in a school (material from Beloit College 

evacuation exercise) – Chris Walsh 
l. Climate Change – Larry Zensinger 

 
12. Sustainability Task Force – Teresa Scott reported that the Task Force has held several 

conference calls. A draft report will be submitted to the APWA Board asking for an 
extension to more fully develop focus and how the group will proceed. The Emergency 
Management Committee has consensus on Climate Change. Teresa Scott will share the 
summary with the committee.  The EM Committee members were in agreement that 
regardless of the cause events are occurring and public works must act and plan 
accordingly. 

 
13. Levee and flood protection system maintenance, operations inspection and certification – 

Larry Frevert’s concern was shared with the committee.  It was agreed that while in DC the 
committee would try to set up a meeting with someone from the USACE who can tell us 
what is happening with flood control and potential changes in policy.   Prior to the meeting, 
the committee will formulate questions and concerns.  Staff will let Larry Frevert and Noel 
Thompson know that we’ll continue to work on this.  Teresa Scott will draft a document.   

 
14. Mutual Aid Discussion – Larry Lux joined the committee for this discussion.  He outlined the 

efforts in Illinois and offered to share the bylaws, operating guidelines and two agreements 
with the committee.  Larry asked if it was possible for APWA to initiate the development of a 
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national mutual agreement. It was agreed that the first step is to encourage each state to 
implement sate-wide mutual aid systems for/including public works.  However, some states 
don’t have legal authority to have a mutual aid agreement.  In those states a change in 
legislation to make the agreements possible.  David Himes talked about the nine teams 
identified by the DHS/FEMA Working Group and promised to share the information with the 
committee.   

15. Subcommittee Reports – Tabled for next conference call 
a. Stafford Act Coalition – Larry Zensinger 
b. Homeland Security Advisory Committee (Judy Mueller) – Laura Berkey 
c. HSPD-8:  National Preparedness Goal, Target Capabilities, Universal Task List, NIMS 

and NPR Update – Teresa Scott 
d. Credentialing: NFPA Standards Committee – Brian Usher 
e. Credentialing: DHS Committee – Diane Linderman 
f. NEMA Homeland Security Consortium – Chris Walsh & Laura Berkey 
g. SAFECOM (Jeff Wilson) – Laura Berkey 
h. Conference Calls:  TSA, Water Security – Laura Berkey 

 
16. Update on individual representation on working groups – Tabled for next conference call 

a. Incident Management Working Group – Brian Usher  
b. NIMS Credentialing Standards Working Group – David Himes & Teresa Scott  
 

17. Selection of tentative dates for Spring face-to-face meeting in Washington, DC – The DC 
staff has been directed to begin investigating when the committee could meet with staff 
from FEMA and the Corps.  

 
18. Selection of meeting day and hour for monthly conference calls – The committee’s 

conference calls will continue to be held the second Wednesday at 8am Pacific/9am 
Mountain/10am Central/11am Eastern.  However, the September call will be delayed one 
week (September 17).  

 
19. Schedule for monthly InfoNOW Community Postings – Teresa Scott will post a message in 

September and the remainder of the schedule will be determined during the September 
conference call. 

20. Larry Frevert & Noel Thompson stopped by the committee meeting to extend their 
appreciation for the committee’s service and commitment.  The committee’s discussion of 
the levee issue as well as a commitment to continue looking at the issue was shared with 
them.  Homeland Security issues and meetings were discussed.  APWA has been invited 
once again to the National Fire Chiefs Association meeting.  The National Sheriff’s 
Association has requested APWA involvement on a committee as well as preparation of a 
chapter in a training manual.  John Thompson is the contact.  The lack of an appointment to 
the FEMA National Advisory Council was discussed and the need for letter to Regional 
FEMA groups was reinforced.  An additional national contact for Homeland Security issues 
is Lynn Ketter, Business Executive for Homeland Security.  

21. There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned. 


