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EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE 
CONFERENCE CALL MEETING SUMMARY 

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 18, 2008  
 
 

Participants: Teresa Scott David Himes 
 Curt Edwards Kürt Blomquist  
 Diane Linderman, APWA Board Liaison 
 
Absent: Larry Zensinger  Chris Walsh 
  
Staff:  Teresa Hon  Laura Berkey 
 Phyllis Muder 
 
 

1. Teresa Scott called the conference call meeting to order 
 
2. The October 8, meeting summary was approved as submitted 
 
3. Legislative Update – Laura Berkey provided the following report. 

a. Things are at a standstill except for the stimulus.  The Senate is set to convene 
on Monday and House on Wednesday.  There probably won’t be must work done 
before end of the year. 

b. Democrats 255 to 175 in the House with 5 house seats undecided as ballots are 
still being counted. Senate is sitting at 57 to 40 with Democrats in the majority but 
there are 3 undecided seats.  Committee seats and leadership will probably stay 
the same in most cases. 

c. All three of the APWA nominations to the National Advisory Council 
Subcommittee were accepted.  

d. Emergency Services Sector Coordinating Council is made up of the International 
Association of Fire Chiefs and International Association of Police Chiefs.  The 
Council voted unanimously to invite APWA as a member.  Laura is the 
representative to the Council.  They are currently working on the 2008-09 
Mission Statement for the Emergency Services Sector.  Laura will forward a fact 
sheet on the Council to members. 

e. Teresa Scott forwarded a document she had received from their local emergency 
manager on President Elect Obama's homeland security agenda 

 
4. Education report – David Himes deferred to new staff member Phyllis Muder for the 

report. 

a. We’ve had great success with recent CLL programs:  the Porous Pavement 
program had the most sites registered with 170, the Ethics…or Doing the Right 
Thing program had 53 registered sites. The first in the Sustainability web-based 
training series had 61 registrants. It too was very well received by the 
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participating sites. The next program in the series will be December 11 and is 
called Sustainability 2: Retrofitting Green Design & Standards.  Bridge 
Maintenance and NPDES Good Housekeeping are upcoming programs. 

b. The Masters Degree program is still on target 

c. Phyllis asked members to start thinking of topics for future CLL programs.  The 
Education Committee will hold a brainstorming session for topics so committees 
should forward their thoughts and ideas by January 13.  Teresa will add this 
discussion item to the agenda for the December meeting.  

5. At-Large Director Report – Diane reported on the recent Board Retreat.  It was facilitated 
by an outside individual and very well done.  Noel appointed Diane Linderman, Patty 
Hildebrand, Sue Hann, Elizabeth Treadway and Larry Koehl to work with him on 
Strategic Planning.  The board approved the recommendation from the Sustainability 
Task Force for development of a Center for Sustainability.  The At-Large Directors will be 
the connection to the Technical Committees.  Soon APWA will post the request for 
nominations to serve on the 12-member group. 

6. FEMA Focus Group – Teresa Hon provided background on the request that was sent 
earlier this month.  Larry Zensinger’s suggestion was discussed and staff were directed 
to look at chapters that have emergency management committees and also ask the 
regional directors for recommendations.   

 
7. Sustainability Task Force – This was previously discussed as part of Diane’s Board 

Report.  Teresa Scott will send the final report to the committee.  

8. Review Team for National Committee on Levee Safety – Andy submitted comments to 
the committee. Next meeting is scheduled for December 12 and reviewing all 
comments.   
 

9. Reporter articles:  Discussion of topics and authors for articles for the January edition of 
the Reporter (due November 21) 

 
a. Emergency management 101 or Emergency Management for Dummies: I’m 

supposed to do what? – Teresa Scott  
b. Homeland Security Consortium – Chris & Laura have submitted to Kevin. 
c. Recovery & Continuity combined with COOP Plans – Teresa & Brian 
d. I-90 blizzard fiasco – Article ran in November Winter Maintenance issue 
e. A New Perspective on Public Works Mutual Aid…the Illinois Approach – Larry Lux 

has submitted 
f. Climate Change/Adaptability issues: potential impacts – Kürt & Larry 
g. Invasive Species (e.g., Emerald Ash Bore, Gypsy Moth, Pine Beetle) – submitted 
h. Washington Inside column will reflect on how emergency and mitigation has 

changed during the Bush administration and possibly changes in Congress with new 
administration – Laura  

i. Someone from Canada to partner on an article to set the stage for the Congress 
topic – Larry 

j. Technical Committee News update – Teresa Hon 
k. California exercise which simulated a 7.8 earthquake on San Andreas fault – Curt 

will try to locate someone to provide information for an article 
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10. Topics for chapter events – Teresa Hon will forward to chapter leaders and offer 

assistance from the committee to locate regional speakers 
a. NIMS requirements – Teresa Scott 
b. Public Works and Exercise: When the Ball is in our Court as Incident Commander – 

Curt Edwards  
c. Incorporating ICS in our daily lives (Chris to share PowerPoint) – David Himes 
d. Emergency Operation Plans: What annexes do Public Works need – David Himes 
e. Employee Care during an emergency – Chris Walsh  
f. TCL Initiative – Teresa Scott 
g. Mutual Aid Plans: An Overview – Kürt Blomquist 
h. Declarations and the Impact: You Think You’re Ready? – Curt Edwards (submitted) 
i. Public Works’ Role in Emergency Management – Kürt Blomquist 
j. Debris Management/Contracts – Larry Zensinger 
k. Public Works Role & School Crisis Incidents – Chris Walsh  
l. Climate Change – Larry Zensinger 

 
11. Report on Recovery Field Operations Manual/Pocket Guide – Kürt Blomquist reported 

that the group is finishing up the outline for various chapters and will hold another call 
next week. 

 
12. Subcommittee Reports  

a. Stafford Act Coalition – Next meeting in December will address transition.  There is a 
plan to bring in Congressional members. 

b. Homeland Security Advisory Committee – Judy Mueller told Laura that they return in 
February and need to wait and see if the president will bring about changes in 
membership.HSPD-8:  National Preparedness Goal, Target Capabilities, Universal  

c. Task List, NIMS and NPR Update – Teresa Scott was invited to a NIMS 
implementation planning conference in Summerset, KY.  Dennis Shrader and Al 
Fluman were there as well as others from FEMA.  The group broke up in to sections.  
One group talked about training.  They’re trying to develop exercises that outline PW 
role in different types of training needed to involve public works people. There were 
also sections on compliance, credentialing, modeling and simulation. People were 
there from the National Security Council but it wasn’t really clear what the mission of 
the group was.  It looks like they’ll be serving as a think tank kind of group.  Federal 
and state-related people with a few local government types were in attendance.  
Teresa was the only PW person and asked if they were going to continue that they 
expand PW representatives.  They were open to the suggestion and will contact 
Teresa if there is an opportunity to do that.  Teresa sees that there is a need for a list 
of representatives and how they fit, e.g., DHS has two committees looking at 
credentialing but they don’t necessarily work together nor have the same focus.  Also 
indicate who’s “wing” those committees and groups are reporting (which side of the 
house). Teresa H, Laura and Diane will update a list previously compiled. 

d. Credentialing: NFPA Standards Committee – no report 
e. Credentialing: DHS Committee – Diane Linderman reported that there is a meeting 

tomorrow in DC with all the working groups.  They should soon be releasing the 
teams for review shortly.  Review should be added to the December committee 
agenda. 

f. NEMA Homeland Security Consortium – Chris Walsh & Laura Berkey will be 
attending the next meeting in mid-December and will provide report. 
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g. SAFECOM (Jeff Wilson) – Laura Berkey reported that Jeff is attending the next 
meeting in December and will provide an update to Laura who will then share with 
the committee. 

h. Conference Calls:  TSA, Water Security – Laura Berkey had no report 
 
13. Schedule for monthly InfoNOW Community Postings (e-mail addressed to 

emergency@infonow.apwa.net)  
 

October – Curt Edwards  
November – Kürt Blomquist 
December – Teresa Scott 

 
14.  Spring Meeting Update – Teresa Hon had nothing new to report. 
 
15. Next Committee Meeting – December 10 at 8:00am Pacific/9:00am Mountain/10:00am 

Central/11:00am Eastern.  Note:  Laura and Chris will be in attendance at the 
Homeland Security Consortium Meeting and unable to participate. 

 
 


