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EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE 

CONGRESS MEETING 
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 8, 2007  

 
 

Participants: Teresa Scott Brian Usher 
 Curt Edwards David Himes 
 
Absent: Larry Zensinger Chris Walsh 
 MaryAnn Marrocolo 
 
Staff: Dan Jansen Teresa Hon 
 Patricia Kutt 
 
Guests: Larry Lux Larry Frevert 
 Bill Verkest 
 Mike Geisel, Education Committee Liaison  
 
 
1. The meeting was called to order at 1:08 pm. Roster was reviewed and approved 

by those present. If there are any changes necessary, let Teresa Hon know.  The 
expectations list was reviewed and all stated they understood it. 

 
2. There were no changes or additions to the agenda  
 
3. August 15, Meeting Summary was approved  
 
4. Director at Large Report – Diane Linderman presented Directors report, meeting 

will be on Wednesday. Teresa Scott reported to the House of Delegates this 
morning.  There was nothing else to report at this time. 

5. Legislative Update – Dan Jensen  

a. Dan supplied a copy of the draft MOU which will be signed on Tuesday. 
b. Copies of Handout discussing HR 1 

 HR1 
 Homeland Security Consortium 
 Information and summary of the NIMS workshop were discussed 
 Stafford Act meeting will be Friday in DC.  Larry Z will be attending for 

APWA. 
c. Dan presented copies of letters regarding: 

 1st Responder status 
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 Representative Kildee re: PW Emergency Status 
 Chemical Security Issue Brief 
 National Priority for Fuel Supplies  

 
6. Committee Report for the Board of Directors was reviewed and no changes 

made. 

7. FEMA Partnership Agreement Signing – Dan reported the signing will be 
Tuesday at 12:00 noon.  Meeting with Administrator Paulison was very 
productive.  Other items of interest with FEMA include: 
a. Partnership formed with the Louisiana Chapter.  FEMA rep's Jim Stark and 

Gil Jamison will attend a meeting of the Chapter to address concerns the 
Chapter has.  

b. Cortez Lawrence had committed to more PW training at EMI. He has left EMI 
and has been replaced by Vilma Milmoe.   

c. Administrator Paulison has stated he hopes our members will volunteer to sit 
on the H.S. Regional Advisory Councils. 

d. Teresa met with Roger Lambert regarding next years Congress. 
 

8. Subcommittee Reports: 
a. Stafford Act will meet Friday as already reported. 
b. HSAC:  No report 
c. HSPD-8: No Report 
d. Credentialing with NFPA: Will be meeting the end of Sept. on Track for June 

'08 approval.  Brian reported he may have to attend NFPA Annual meeting 
next year for this.  Dan stated he did not see a problem with that.  

e. Credentialing with DHS: While not a formal APWA project, group is meeting 
again in October in Tampa to review more descriptions and equipment types.  

f. NEMA met in Seattle in July.  Very good meeting as Dan already reported in 
the earlier meetings. They have realized they have to be more advocate 
based, not just a rah-rah group.  

 
9. Update on Certification program – A written report from Becky Stein, Certification 

Manager was presented. Other options discussed included partnering with 
SWANA to discuss Debris Management Certification.  Curt Edwards indicated 
that he had been conducting ATC 20 Disaster Service Workers training for ASCE 
and California and that this could be a certificate program for APWA. 

 
10. Selection of topics and presenters for 2008 guaranteed Education Sessions – 

Items in bold were selected the for three guaranteed sessions 
 

a. Debris removal issues (suggest PWHS submit as their guaranteed session) – 
Larry  

b. Cascading infrastructure failure – Curt & Larry 
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c. Employee care during a crisis: If you don’t help them, they can’t help you – 
Brian & Teresa (joint session with Facilities & Grounds Committee/Harry 
Weed – one of their guaranteed sessions)  

d. What Am I? What Is It? (National Credentialing and Resource Typing for 
NIMS & Disaster Response) – Brian  

e. Role public works plays in evacuation: A panel discussion addressing 
hurricanes, special events, etc.  – MaryAnn  

 
 (NOTE:  Deadline for Call for Presentations to reserve the slot is September 30.  

Must have on-line document filed listing title of session and person to contact for 
the remainder of the information by January, 2008.) 

 
11. President Larry Frevert joined the committee and thanked them for their 

commitment and willingness to serve.   He reviewed his seven priorities for his 
term as President and also indicated that he would like the APWA to hold an 
annual dialogue with FEMA as a result of the MOU signing.  

 
12. Discussion of topics and authors for articles for January issue of the Reporter 

(due November 28, 2008) – discussion tabled until next conference call 
a. Historic landmarks – Larry 
b. Cascading infrastructure – Curt & Larry 
c. Care of employees – Brian & Teresa 
d. Training & exercise – Teresa 
e. Evacuation – MaryAnn 
f. Resource Typing & Credentialing update – Diane, Brian and David 
g. Mutual Aid Agreements – Chris  

13. Schedule for monthly InfoNOW Community Postings (e-mail addressed to 
emergency@infonow.apwa.net) 

 September – Curt Edwards (done)  October – Chris Walsh 
 November – Brian Usher  
 
14. Discussion of potential speakers for Click, Listen and Learn series – Patricia Kutt 

reviewed the committee's comments to Ashley Scherzer from the spring meeting 
and asked if they had additional input or speakers.  Members thought the 
comments were still on track.  Brian Usher would like to contact another potential 
speaker and will forward contact information is that person is available. 

 
 Education Committee liaison Mike Geisel distributed the education brochure. 
 
15. Review and adoption of 2007-08 Business Plan – The committee approved the 

business plan and will address items systematically throughout the year. 
 
16. Attendees discussed the value of a joint technical committee meeting in 2008, 

held on Saturday morning, prior to the Technical Committee individual meetings.  
The general consensus was that the meeting is critical as there is no time to 
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share and work with each other.   A couple of hours to brainstorm would be 
sufficient if information is shared and reviewed beforehand (draft business plans, 
potential Reporter and Congress topics, ideas of potential cross topics).  It was 
suggested that each committee could place a discussion item on their Spring 
agendas to generate potential topics for discussion.  The committee also 
indicated that there might be a topic designated by the President such as Larry’s 
focus on Climate Change this coming year. 

 
17. Selection of meeting day and hour for monthly conference calls – members 

agreed to hold the calls the second Wednesday of each month at 8am 
Pacific/9am Mountain/10am Central/11am Eastern, provided it works with Larry 
Zensinger and Chris Walsh’s schedules.    

 
 The committee also discussed a potential timeline for the spring face-to-face 

meeting.  Considering President Frevert’s desire to hold an annual dialogue with 
FEMA members directed staff to request of Peter King that their spring meeting 
be held in Washington, DC.  The meeting with FEMA representatives would 
further the work established in the FEMA/APWA MOU.  Dan Jensen mentioned 
the new “fly-in” event that the DC office is considering and suggested the 
committee could meet in conjunction with the event. 

 
18. There being no additional business which required discussion, the meeting 

adjourned. 

 

 

 


