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Emergency Management Technical Committee  
Spring Meeting Summary 

 
Friday, March 30, 2007 

 
 

Present: MaryAnn Marrocolo, Chair David Himes, Member 
  Teresa Scott, Member Brian Usher, Member 
  Curt Edwards, Member Larry Zensinger, Member 
  Diane Linderman, Board Liaison Teresa Hon, Staff Liaison 
  Dan Jensen, Staff Advocacy Liaison 
 
Guests: Connie Hartline, Publications Manager Ashley Scherzer, Adult Education Program Mgr 
 
Absent: Mike Geisel, Education Committee (family illness) 
 
 
A. MaryAnn Marrocolo called the meeting to order and asked for additional agenda items.  Curt 

Edwards asked that First Responder Cards and the California OIS Safety Assessment Program be 
added.  The March 21 meeting summary was approved. 

 
B. Board Liaison Diane Linderman indicated that appointments have not been made.  She also 

mentioned the APWA Board approved a budget amendment to create an education and certification 
blueprint.  Ms. Linderman, with the assistance from staff, provided details regarding the certification 
process. 

C. Dan Jensen provided written overviews of several advocacy-related items, summarizing each as he 
passed the copies around. 

 National Homeland Security Consortium priorities 
 Emergency Management External Appointments 
 Advocacy and Government Affairs Report 
 Homeland Security Budget Summary 
 Letter recommending B. Freudenthal for the FEMA National Advisory Council 
 APWA Public Policy Advocacy Priorities for 06-07 (revised in September at Congress) 
 Bills Impacting Emergency Management before Congress 

Larry Zensinger mentioned the 60-page Congressional Research Service report prepared in 
November 06. Larry will prepare a list of items for Dan to follow-up on in the coming weeks and 
months.  Copies of the report can be found on the web site www.fas.gov. 

MaryAnn Marrocolo reported that she and officials from Philadelphia will be meeting with Secretary 
Paulsen on April 13 to discuss items of interest for their agency.  MaryAnn indicated that she will also 
touch on issues of importance to APWA members.  Dan Jensen mentioned that APWA staff will also 
be meeting with Paulsen (probably late April) as a follow-up to the Louisiana trip.  MaryAnn and Dan 
will work together to coordinate comments. 

D. Policy Papers:  Review and Discuss – MaryAnn Marrocolo 
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 Public Works Planning for Pandemic Flu – Maryann Marrocolo has completed the statement but 
left it on her desk.  She’ll forward electronic copies to all members upon her return to 
Philadelphia. 

 Public Works Professionals as Emergency Responders – Teresa Scott recommended the 
statement be retained as is. 

 Improving Local Agencies' Emergency Service Capabilities – David Himes has several suggestions 
for minor change and will forward via e-mail upon his return to the office. 

E. 2007 Congress Education Sessions – MaryAnn Marrocolo 

 Pandemic Flu – MaryAnn Marrocolo reported that she is working to get Christine Walsh on the 
panel and doesn’t think it will be an issue. 

 EMAC/Mutual Aid – Larry Zensinger has everyone nailed down except a NEMA person.  He 
believes it will work out and will be holding a conference call on Monday to nail down the details. 

 Rebuilding After Katrina – Federal, Urban, Rural – Brian Usher and David Himes will talk with Dan 
Jensen regarding potential speakers for the session. 

F. 2008 Congress Education Sessions – A brainstorming session took place in which several potential 
topics were identified: 

 The Fleet Committee suggested a joint program on interoperability and how it affects fleets.  
Staff will get a better idea of what the Fleet Committee has in mind. 

 The PWHS volunteered to work with technical committees on a joint workshop.  It was 
determined that a session on debris removal issues where historical artifacts are found in the 
debris would be a good topic – Larry  

 Cascading infrastructure failure – Curt & Larry 
 NIMS and NRP update – MaryAnn 
 Transportation and Water security (possibly with the Water Resources and/or Transportation 

Committees) – Curt to assist but can’t take the lead 
 Role Public works plays in evacuation: A panel discussion addressing hurricanes, special events, 

etc.  – MaryAnn 
 Employee care during a crisis – Brian & Teresa 
 Training & Exercise – Teresa 

G. Reporter articles – The committee held a discussion of potential topics and authors for articles for 
the January edition of the Reporter (due November 28).  The list of potential Congress topics lends 
itself to this task as well 

 Historic landmarks – Larry 
 Cascading infrastructure – Curt & Larry 
 Care of employees – Brian & Teresa 
 Training & exercise – Teresa 
 Evacuation – MaryAnn 
 Transportation & Water Security – Curt assist (Staff to ask for assistance from committees) 
 MINS & NPR update – MaryAnn 
 Resource Typing & Credentialing update – Diana 

H. Click, Listen & Learn Programs – APWA Education Department Project Manager for Adult Learning, 
Ashley Scherzer, joined the committee for a discussion of potential Click, Listen and Learn topics for 
the next fiscal year.  Tentative plans are to hold a three-part Emergency Preparedness Series.  
Ashley discussed the plan and asked for feedback on what should be included in each session.  
Suggestions were made for content as well as potential speakers. 
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 Ashley also reviewed the Education Department talking points and indicated that at the next 
conference call meeting Mike Geisel will update the committee on the Education Summit taking place 
this weekend. 

I. Review of 2006-07 Business Plan – MaryAnn Marrocolo led the committee in reviewing the current 
business plan.  Several items were identified as needing attention, completion or removal as they 
were no longer viable. 

 Following the lead of other technical committees, it was agreed that committee members would take 
turns posting information to the infoNOW community for emergency management.  These items 
could be notices on the release of Congressional Research Service reports, updates on timely 
publications (not necessarily produced by APWA), notices of grant availability, notification of 
Congress programs, etc.  An e-mail (in plain text, not HTML) can be sent directly to 
emergency@infonow.apwa.net or the member can log in and post the message through the web 
site. In addition to the message needing to be in plain text, the committee was reminded that it is 
not possible to include attachments.   Staff can post the attachment information to the Resource 
Center and provide a web link for the infoNOW posting. The following schedule will take the 
committee through to the Congress Meeting: 

 April – Larry 
 May – Teresa 
 June – Brian 

 July – MaryAnn 
 August – David 
 September – Curt 

 
 Dan Jensen and MaryAnn will complete the item regarding contact with State EM Directors on public 

works role in emergency management. 

J. Development of draft 2007-08 Business Plan – MaryAnn Marrocolo led the committee in a developing 
a draft 2007-08 business plan.  

K. Development of strategies to adjust attitude of feds re. public works as first responders – This item 
was placed on the agenda following Teresa Scott’s notification that during a recent NIMS meeting 
there was a reluctance to include public works as a first responder.  Revision of the language no 
longer makes this discussion necessary.   

L. Subcommittee Reports: 

 Stafford Act Coalition – Dan Jensen was unable to attend the last meeting at which they were 
focused on implementation issues.  This group is still very active. 

 Homeland Security Advisory Committee (Judy Mueller) – Covered in previous committee 
discussion  

 HSPD-8:  National Preparedness Goal, Target Capabilities, Universal Task List, NIMS and NPR 
Update – Teresa Scott indicated that the second edit of NIMS was released 3/29 and a 
conference call is scheduled for April 6 with implementation June 1.  The language regarding the 
definition of emergency responder was changed to be very generic.   

 Credentialing: NFPA Standards Committee – Brian Usher reported that they met in DC in October.  
Comments were addressed and it is now back in cycle for review and additional comments.  In 
October they meet to look over the review comments.  It is on track to be adopted in 2008.    

 Credentialing: DHS Committee – Diane Linderman reported that they have received comments 
from several areas and it was her opinion that those from public works professionals indicated 
the most thoughtful and insightful understanding of the project. 

 NEMA Homeland Security Consortium – Dan Jensen and MaryAnn Marrocolo will attend the next 
meeting to be held in Seattle later this year. 
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 SAFECOM (Fred Hughes, City of Richmond, VA) – Dan Jensen has been unable to obtain 
additional information.  He was told verbally that the web site contains updated information but 
the site hasn’t been changed.  MaryAnn will locate information on interoperability grant 
opportunities and post to the infoNOW community. 

 Conference Calls:  TSA, Water Security – Dan Jensen reported that there has been nothing 
happening in a long time.  He suggested we replace this item with Chemical Security conference 
call updates. 

 
M. California OES Safety Assessment Program – Curt Edwards walked the committee through the OES 

Safety Assessment Program and provided a disk so that copies could be made for each attendee. 
 
N. Next conference call meeting – May 16, 2007 at 11:00am PDT and MST/1:00pm CDT/2:00pm EDT 
 
 
 


