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EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE 

MEETING SUMMARY 
WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 10, 2007  

 
 

Participants: Teresa Scott Brian Usher 
 Curt Edwards David Himes 
 Chris Walsh 
 
Absent: Larry Zensinger Diane Linderman, APWA Board 
 Mike Geisel, Education Committee Liaison  
 
Staff:  Teresa Hon  Dan Jansen 
 
Guest:  Patricia Kutt  
 
 

1. Welcome and Introductions – Teresa Scott opened the meeting by thanking Chris 
Walsh for accepting the appointment. 

 
2. Agenda Additions or Changes – There were no suggestions for changes or 

additions to the agenda. 
 
3. The September 8, Meeting Summary was approved with minor changes. 
 
4. Director at Large Report – Diane Linderman was not available but provided the 

following report via e-mail 

a. Approved the Blueprint for Certification and Education.  Committee members 
were sent a copy of the Blueprint on October 4, 2007. 

b. Water Resources and Solid Waste committees asked the board to be 
environmentally friendly. 

c. Water Resources was concerned about the timeliness of the storm water 
certification program and the education committee.  More to follow. 

d. Chicago was selected for the 2013 congress 
e. Diane asked that Brian and David provide an update on last week’s 

credentialing meeting.  They indicated that it was a productive meeting and 
assignments were made to participants with more work to do in the future. 

 
5. Education Department Report on the Climate Change Symposium – Patricia Kutt 

described plans for the Climate Change Symposium which will take place a day 
and one-half during the week of April 7 in Tempe, Arizona.  The first day will 



  Emergency Management Committee Meeting Summary – page 2 

 

conclude with a tour of the research labs on climate change at the National 
Center for Excellence at Arizona State University. Dr. Jay S. Golden, Director of 
the National Center of Excellence, SMART Innovations for Urban Climate + 
Energy and Assistant Professor of the School of Sustainability, will be one of the 
speakers.  Also speaking will be Peter Schultz, Director of the U.S. Climate 
Change Science Program Office (CCSPO). 

 
There will be four specialty areas addressed during the symposium – 1) building 
infrastructure, 2) transportation, 3) water and wastewater, and 4) utilities and 
solid waste.  It was felt that emergency management falls within several of the 
areas. 

 
Patricia asked participants if they were aware of any municipality or public works 
department currently developing a plan for mitigation that can be presented as 
part of the program. Teresa Scott volunteered either herself or her Mayor as this 
is a major focus for the City of Gainesville.  She will talk with her Mayor and get 
back to either Patricia or Kathy Dotson (kdotson@apwa.net).  If other participants 
think of a resource or person involved in climate change for their agency they are 
asked to forward contact information to Kathy no later than the end of next week 
10/19.  Promotional materials will be mailed by the end of October. 

 
5. Legislative Update  

a. Yesterday the White House released the National Strategy for Homeland 
Security 

b. The National Response Framework deadline for comments has been 
extended to October 22 

c. Regional Advisory Council representatives 
 Brian Usher and Chris Walsh each corresponded with their respective 

region regarding participation.  They were both told that appointments had 
already been made for this year and were assured that they will be 
considered to fill vacancies during the 08 appointment process.  Brian was 
told this will take place in September.  Chris forwarded her qualifications to 
her council for consideration of subcommittee work in the interim. 

 Dan Jensen sent a fax to the other regions expressing interest in public 
works professionals serving those regions. 

d. The House Resolution recognizing first responders sponsored by 
Congressman Reichert that failed to include public works was shot down by 
other groups who felt it wasn’t inclusive enough.  When APWA 
representatives contacted Congressman Reichert, his office acknowledge 
that public works should have been included and indicated he will no 
reintroduce the resolution but is instead working on a bill on WMD clean-up.  
He vowed to work closely with APWA on the language. 

 
6. Subcommittee Reports: 
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a. Stafford Act Coalition – Dan Jensen reported that a meeting is scheduled for 
today at 1:00pm. 

b. Homeland Security Advisory Committee – Dan will request a report from Judy 
Mueller for next month’s call. 

c. HSPD-8:  National Preparedness Goal, Target Capabilities, Universal Task 
List, NIMS and NPR Update – Teresa Scott reported that nothing further had 
happened and reminded participants that the deadline for NRF Framework 
comments has been extended to October 22. 

d. Credentialing: NFPA Standards Committee – Brian Usher provided a report 
reflected above in 4e and indicated that minor editorial changes were made 
for clarification. 

e. Credentialing: DHS Committee – Report provided in 4e above. 
f. NEMA Homeland Security Consortium – Dan Jensen indicated that the most 

recent meeting took place in Chicago right after Congress. A meeting is 
scheduled for December 1-3 in New Orleans. 

g. SAFECOM – Dan Jensen indicated that SRA Consultants is now managing 
SAFECOM and the group is now very active.  Jeff Wilson was recommended 
as a replacement; however, he is from the private sector so clarification is 
needed as to whether the appointment must come from the public sector.   

h. Conference Calls:  TSA, Water Security – no conference calls have taken 
place recently 

 
7. Status of topics and presenters for 2008 guaranteed Education Sessions – 

Submissions for the three guaranteed sessions were submitted, as well as the 
additional sessions which are either co-sponsored by another committee or being 
placed in general consideration.  Member responsible for the submissions are 
encouraged to continue contacting potential speakers so that when the January 
deadline arrives the information will be available. 

 
a. Cascading infrastructure failure – Curt & Larry 
b. What Am I? What Is It? How Do I Do It? – Credentialing, Resource Typing & 

NRF - Brian 
c. Role public works plays in evacuation: A panel discussion addressing 

hurricanes, special events, etc. – MaryAnn  
d. Employee care during a crisis – Brian & Teresa (joint session with Facilities & 

Grounds Committee/Harry Weed)  
e. Debris removal issues (joint session with PWHS place for consideration in 

general submissions) – Larry  
 
8. Discussion of topics and authors for articles for January issue of the Reporter 

(due November 28, 2008).  Participants were fine with the topics currently 
selected.  Teresa Hon will follow-up with MaryAnn on the evacuation article. 
a. Historic landmarks – Larry 
b. Cascading infrastructure – Curt & Larry 
c. Care of employees – Brian & Teresa 
d. Training & exercise – Teresa 
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e. Evacuation – MaryAnn 
f. Resource Typing & Credentialing update – Diane, Brian and David 
g. Mutual Aid Agreements – Chris  

9. Business Plan work items – In an effort to continually work on meeting the 
objectives set out in the Business Plan the committee will discuss two to three 
items each month. 

 
a. Develop a new publication, Recovery Operations Field Manual, and establish 

a publication task force – Teresa Hon will forward the list of individuals who 
were nominated for the Emergency Management Committee.  During next 
month’s call the committee will look at potential members of a publication task 
force and appoint/volunteer a member of this committee to act as a liaison. 

b. Explore collaboration with other organizations for mutual aid and professional 
response opportunities – Programs such at WARN and the International 
Association of Fire Chiefs were discussed.  Dan had heard that the IAFC was 
looking for other groups to participate.  The committee agreed that it was 
prudent to consider these programs and how APWA could work with groups 
who were trying to fill the gaps left by EMAC.  Dan will ask David for a report 
from the latest IAFC meeting. 

 
10. Schedule for monthly InfoNOW Community Postings (e-mail addressed to 

emergency@infonow.apwa.net) 

 October – Chris Walsh (work underway on handling of dead birds posting)  
 November – Brian Usher 
 December – Chris Walsh (will address the Pandemic Flu in this posting) 

 
12. The next conference call meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, November 14, 

2007 at 8:00am Pacific/9:00am Mountain/10:00am Central/11:00am Eastern 
time.   The meeting adjourned at 11:03am. 

 


