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Guidance Position Statement 
 

The Role of Public Works during a Pandemic Event 
 
 
Statement of Purpose: 
The American Public Works Association (APWA) and its members seek to increase 
awareness and recognition of public works as stakeholders during the planning, response, 
recovery and mitigation of a pandemic event.  
 
Statement of Position 
Public works professionals play a key role providing continuity of operations and in 
operating critical infrastructure services, such as water treatment and distribution 
systems, power generation and distribution systems, communications systems and other 
critical infrastructure whose failure can directly impact the ability of our Nation to 
respond to an outbreak. 
 
APWA urges all government officials to consider the following when preparing 
responding recovering and mitigating the devastating impact of a pandemic and allotting 
resources for such outbreaks: 

 
 Involve public works professionals as a stakeholder in evaluating, updating and 

implementing plans at national, statewide, tribal and local planning processes for 
response to an epidemic or pandemic outbreak. 

o Use the resources of APWA to identify qualified and experienced 
individuals and groups to discuss how an epidemic or pandemic will affect 
public works professionals and thus the national security.  

 
 Include public work officials in priority distribution of vaccines and medications, 

such as anti-virals and vaccines. 
 
 Account for the needs of public works professionals when purchasing personal 

protective equipment. 
 
 Support and provide opportunities for training public works employees on 

personal protective equipment that will be utilized during an epidemic or 
pandemic. 



 

 

 
 Encourage the development of Continuity of Operation Plans for the security of 

our nation which will depend on public/private sectors being ready for a 
pandemic. 

 
Background and Rationale 
Disasters of any type and size can significantly affect the world, nation, its citizens, and 
communities.  Pandemic influenza is a worldwide, global, outbreak of a novel influenza 
virus.  This novel virus, when it can be transmitted efficiently from human-to-human, 
could cause serious illness and be devastating to the human population, globally.  Past 
influenza pandemics have led to high levels of illness, death, social disruption and 
economic loss. During such large-scale events as a pandemic public works professionals 
play a key stakeholder role in the planning, response, recovery and mitigation for their 
communities and our nation realizing while the challenge is formidable.  Planning and 
preparedness for implementing pandemic mitigation strategies is complex and will 
require participation by all levels of government first responders and society as a whole, 
including public works professionals. 
 
Sponsor 
Emergency Management Committee 
 
 


