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Guidance Position Statement 
 

Improving Local Agencies’ Emergency Service Capabilities 
 
 
Statement of Purpose  
The American Public Works Association (APWA) urges all public and private entities 
engaged in operating, designing, and managing public works functions, services or 
infrastructure components to become familiar with potential incidents/hazards and their 
affects upon the community.  To develop plans and operational strategies to respond, recover, 
and mitigate the effects of these incidents/hazards affecting their communities.  
 
APWA encourages entities to develop and maintain an all-hazards comprehensive emergency 
management program and response plans, and to train and exercise in cooperation with other 
disciplines, such as emergency management, fire service, law enforcement, private utility 
providers and other Public Works agencies. 
 
Statement of Position  
APWA is a recognized authority in the public works community.   
 
To further APWA’s long-range goal of being a primary gateway resource for education, 
knowledge exchange, and services, and to improve emergency, preparedness, response, 
recovery, and mitigation capabilities of its membership APWA will: 
 

1. Intensify efforts to disseminate information to members and other interested parties on 
emergency and disaster preparedness, such as locating and providing training and 
exercise opportunities; and 

2. Expand liaison activities with elected officials, government agencies, and professional 
and technical associations.   

3. Promote training to meet current federal guidelines and public works needs. 
 
Background and Rationale  
It is vital to the health, welfare, and safety of citizens and the vibrancy and resiliency of 
communities that every public works entity recognizes its emergency management 
responsibilities and accordingly develops appropriate management and operational strategies 
to fully meet those responsibilities. 
 



Disasters and unplanned incidents of any type and size can significantly affect the nation, 
local communities, and individual citizens.  Disasters and/or incidents may cause death and 
injury, property and job loss, and disruption of public services. Every disaster and/or incident 
provides valuable information and lessons that, if reviewed and implemented, can greatly 
improve a community’s preparedness and response capabilities.   
 
Sponsor 
Emergency Management Committee 

 


