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APWA DIVERSITY COMMITTEE 

 
MINUTES 

 
The April 12 conference call meeting of the Diversity Committee was called to order by Staff Liaison 

Cindy Long at 12:10 p.m. Central Daylight Time (CDT) on April 12, 2012.  

 

Committee members present: Rebecca Bilderback, Judi Hines, Chas Jordan, Gary Strack, Tracy Warner, 

Board Liaison Cora Jackson-Fossett and Staff Liaison Cindy Long. 

 

Committee members absent: Yvonne Douglas, Wendy Springborn, Shirley Stevenson, Clark Wantoch. 

 

Approval of Minutes 

The Minutes of the March 8, 2012 Diversity Committee Meeting were approved as written.   

 

Review of Reporter and Bridges Articles  

The APWA Reporter and Bridges article assignments were reviewed. Committee members are on target 

to meet deadlines and obligations for both APWA Reporter and Bridges articles.  

 

Young Professional Update 

Chas Jordan, the Diversity Committee’s liaison to the Young Professional’s group, gave an update on YP 

activities.  He gave some background, explaining that a subcommittee of the Diversity Committee was 

created called Bridging the Generations.  Out of this group came the APWA Young Professionals for 

members 35 years and younger. 

 

Chas reported that Young Professionals are very active and out of this this came the Young Professionals 

Network, a group of young people from a variety of chapters that was created to assist other Young 

Professionals interested in starting YP groups at Chapter level.  The YP Network has been meeting by 

conference call but have several activities planned for Congress including:   

 A Young Professionals Roundtable (immediately following the First Timers Meeting), on 

Sunday, August 26, 2012, 8:30 a.m.-10:00 a.m.  

 A Young Professionals Reception on Monday, August 27, 2012, 8:00 p.m. - 9:30 p.m. to be 

held at Tangerine Grill/Poolside at The Anabella Hotel.   

 

Chas explained that the Young Professional’s Network has worked with national to develop a 

logo so the group would stand out at Congress.   

 

 
 

Chas reported that the interest level for Young Professionals is very high and many Chapters are 

focusing their membership goals on this demographic.   
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Chapter Diversity Liaisons Assignments Update 

The April Diversity message Presentation in a Can, “Inclusion Training,” should be e-mailed to Chapter 

Diversity Liaisons.  Cindy will write an introduction for members to distribute to their chapter liaisons 

toward the end of April introducing the “Inclusion Training” presentation.  The schedule for the 

remaining messages: 

 May: Women’s Issues 

 June: Retirees 

 

Diversity Events at Congress 

The Committee reviewed the Diversity events scheduled for Congress.  Chas asked the committee if they 

could assist in finding a “boomer” (age 48-66) that would be willing to sit on the panel for the session, 

“Public Works Productivity through Generational Diversity.” 

 

The committee discussed the format for the First Timers meeting at Congress and decided that questions 

would be developed to find different activities in the Congress Program, assisting first time Congress 

attendees to learn about everything going on at Congress. There would be one set of questions for each 

table so everyone at that table would work together on the project, thus getting to know more people.  

Cindy asked the group to send her any questions and she would compile and present for the next meeting. 

 

National Update 

 

Board Liaison Cora Jackson-Fossett gave an update on National.  She noted that registration for housing 

and Congress has opened on the APWA website.  She reported that membership numbers are up .5% 

with a total of 28,580 members.  She attributed the growth to the First Time Members campaign.  She 

added that members are receiving the new Value-Added enhanced membership package which will take 

place in July.  Click, Listen & Learn’s will now be part of an APWA membership.  She reported that the 

Board met June 13 & 14 for preliminary talks for the FY13 budget which is slated to be approved at the 

June Board of Directors Meeting to be held June 15 & 16 in Richmond, VA.  She reminded the 

Committee that the Golden Gate Bridge 75
th
 Anniversary project will be taking place June 21 in San 

Francisco.  This will be a web-based program for presentation at chapter level. 

 

Next Meeting 

The next meeting of the APWA Diversity Committee will take place on Thursday, May 10, 2012 at 12:00 

noon, Central Time. (10:00 a.m. PST; 11:00 a.m. MST; 12:00 noon CST; 1:00 p.m. EST.) 

 

 

Adjournment 

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 12:35 p.m. CDT. 


