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APWA DIVERSITY COMMITTEE 
 

MINUTES 

 
The Diversity Committee met by conference call meeting on November 13, 2014. Committee members 

present: Chair Catherine Schoenenberger, Caroline Barlow, Lori Daiber, Janet Leli, Amy Benecke 

McLaren, Karen Mondora, Charles Pinson, Mark Riley, Kerry Williams, Abdul Rasak T. Yahaya and 

Board Liaison Cora Jackson-Fossett.  Also present were staff liaison Cindy Long and Publications 

Manager Connie Hartline.  Unable to attend the meeting: Maria Fernandez-Porrata.  

 

Call to Order 

The meeting was called to order by Chair Catherine Schoenenberger at 1:01 p.m. EST.  

 

Approval of Minutes 

The Minutes of the September 11 & October 9, 2014 meetings were approved as written.   

 

2014-2015 Diversity Work Plan/Committee Project 

APWA Publications Manager Connie Hartline reported that it would be a very simple process to create a 

group on the social networking website LinkedIn.  She indicated that all that would be needed would be a 

Diversity Committee logo to get started.  Committee Member Abdul Yahaya, with previous experience 

developing a page, volunteered to create the LinkedIn page.  Caroline Barlow, who has been involved in 

the Washington State Chapter’s LinkedIn page volunteered to assist him.  They will both be 

administrators.  Abdul will report their progress back to the Committee on the next meeting. 

 

The Committee also discussed creating a White Paper based on their Toronto Congress presentation, 

“Recruiting and Retaining a Diverse Work Force.”  Caroline reported that her APWA Reporter article 

contains a lot of information on retention.  Catherine said her article also contained material on these 

subjects.  Mark and Charles will take their contributions to the presentation in Toronto and write 

information for the White Paper.  Abdul offered to include a section on generational changes.  Chair 

Catherine Schoenenberger asked anyone on the Committee that would like to provide input for the paper 

to contact her.   

 

APWA Reporter Schedule and Assignments 

All scheduled Reporter articles are on schedule to be submitted to the editor. 

 

Next Conference Call 

The next conference call of the Diversity Committee will be held on Thursday, December 11, 2014 at 

1:00 p.m. Eastern; 12:00 noon Central; 10:00 a.m. Pacific. 

 

Other Business 

Board Liaison Cora Jackson-Fossett reported that she has been working on the workshop for the 2015 

Phoenix Congress, “A View from the Top.”  She asked the committee to submit any panelist suggestions 

to her by e-mail at cora.fossett@yahoo.com.  She will serve as moderator with three panelists planned.   

 

Adjournment 

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 1:30 p.m. EDT. 
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