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APWA DIVERSITY COMMITTEE 
 

MINUTES 

 
The Diversity Committee met by conference call on June 12, 2014.  Committee members present: Chair 

Catherine Schoenenberger, Caroline Barlow, Rebecca Bilderback, Amy Benecke McLaren, Charles 

Pinson and Mark Riley and staff liaison Cindy Long. Committee members unable to attend the meeting 

were: Judi Hines, Maria Fernandez-Porrata, Janet Leli, Terri Troup, Kerry Williams, Board Liaison Cora 

Jackson-Fossett,  

 

Call to Order 

The meeting was called to order by Chair Catherine Schoenenberger at 1:03 p.m. (EST).  

 
Approval of Minutes 

The Minutes of the May 1, 2014 were approved as written.   

 

Chapter Diversity Liaison Assignments and Update on 2013-2014 Work Plan/Committee Project 

Catherine reported that the New England Chapter had a meeting during National Public Works Week.  

She set up a computer to assist members in updating their profiles.  Members couldn’t remember their 

profiles to get into the APWA site so they decided to wait until their June Conference.  Next month, a 

report will be submitted to see how many APWA members have completed their profiles. 

 

APWA Reporter Schedule and Assignments 

All APWA Reporter articles are on schedule. 

 

Committee Members’ Diversity Activities 

Mark Riley reported that they will continue to pursue members to fill out their profiles during the Ohio 

Conference in September.  They are also reaching out to high school and college students.  Committee 

member Caroline Barlow noted that there is a group called SudONet that reaches out to students.  This 

was conceived from the APWA Emerging Leaders Academy class project.  The Student Outreach 

Network was formed to develop and support APWA student chapters throughout the U.S. and Canada.  

The StudONet will oversee student outreach campaigns and provide students with technical resources 

and best management practices to grow active chapters.  Caroline will send more information to the 

Committee by e-mail.   

 

Congress 2014 

The Committee discussed the First Timers Meeting at Congress.  Charles reminded the Committee that 

we would need a bowl for the drawing.  New diversity stickers for attendees will need to be ordered. The 

Committee recommended that Cindy provide special name tags for members of the Committee greeting 

first time attendees.   

 

The Workforce Diversity presentation is 90% completed.  The group will have a walk-through on 

Sunday, August 17 at Congress prior to the presentation.  Carolyn Barlow will send the final presentation 

to those involved.  A projector, screen and podium will be needed for the presentation. 

 

Next Conference Call Meeting 

The next conference call of the Diversity Committee will be held on Thursday, July 10, 2014 at 1:00 p.m. 

Eastern; 12:00 noon Central; 10:00 a.m. Pacific. 

 

Adjournment 

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 12:23 p.m. EST. 


