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APWA DIVERSITY COMMITTEE 
 

MINUTES 

 
The Diversity Committee met by conference call on November 14, 2013.  Committee members present: 

Chair Catherine Schoenenberger, members Caroline Barlow, Rebecca Bilderback, Judi Hines, Janet Leli, 

Amy Benecke McLaren, Charles Pinson, , and board liaison Cora Jackson-Fossett and staff liaison Cindy 

Long. Committee members unable to attend the meeting were: Maria Fernandez-Porrata, Mark Riley, 

Terri Troup and Kerry Williams.  

 

Call to Order 
The Committee was called to order by Chair Catherine Schoenenberger at 1:04 p.m (EDT).  

 
Approval of Minutes 

The Minutes of the October 10, 2013 Diversity Committee Meeting were approved as written.   

 

Chapter Diversity Liaison Assignments and Update on 2013-2014 Work Plan/Committee Project 

The Committee discussed the assignments for each APWA Region.  The Work Plan consists of 

encouraging members to fill out their on-line profiles to determine diversity among membership.  Cindy 

Long reported that 11,500 of the current 28,600 members have completed their member profile.  92% or 

10,500 members have completed the ethnicity question. 

 

The Committee discussed having the National Committee Chairs and members updated. Cora and Cindy 

will discuss the best way to go about this.  Age and ethnicity are the most important components in order 

to analyze diversity among members. If the results show that most members are older than it would be 

wise to target young professionals for a future membership category.  

 

It was suggested that members be educated about updating their profiles at the North American Snow 

Conference, the 2014 Congress and Spring Chapter Conferences. If Diversity Committee members 

attend, they should take print outs of the article.  

 

The Louisiana Chapter expressed a concern to Charles Pinson that they already receive too many e-mails 

from National.  Catherine Schoenenberger spoke to the New England Chapter at their Conference about 

the Committee’s efforts.  She reported that 100 people said they do not see the APWA Reporter, which is 

important because Judi Hine’s instructions for updating a member’s profile appears in the November 

issue.  The pdf of the article should be sent to all Chapter Liaisons or Chapter Presidents. 

 

Congress 2013 – Diversity Brunch Speaker 

The Committee decided, because there is no budget for a paid speaker, to see if there is an APWA 

member that will be attending Congress or someone who lives in the Ontario area to be the speaker at the 

Diversity Brunch.  Cora Cora Jackson-Fossett will ask the Canadian member of the Board of Directors 

for suggestions, too. 

 

Next Conference Call Meeting 

The next conference call of the Diversity Committee will be held on Thursday, December 12, 2013 at 

1:00 p.m. Eastern; 12:00 noon Central; 10:00 a.m. Pacific. 

 

Adjournment 

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 1:46 p.m. EDT. 


