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APWA DIVERSITY COMMITTEE 
 

MINUTES 

 
The Diversity Committee met by conference call on January 9, 2014.  Committee members present: 

Rebecca Bilderback, Judi Hines, Amy Benecke McLaren, Charles Pinson, Maria Fernandez-Porrata, 

Mark Riley, Kerry Williams and staff liaison Cindy Long. Committee members unable to attend the 

meeting were: Caroline Barlow, Janet Leli, Catherine Schoenenberger, Terri Troup and board liaison 

Cora Jackson-Fossett. 

 

Call to Order 
The meeting was called to order by Staff Liaison Cindy Long at 12:05 p.m. (CST).  

 
Approval of Minutes 

The Minutes of the December 12, 2013 Diversity Committee Meeting were approved as written.   

 

Chapter Diversity Liaison Assignments and Update on 2013-2014 Work Plan/Committee Project 

The Committee determined that they would continue to remind members of the importance of updating 

their APWA profile. 

 

APWA Reporter Schedule and Assignments 

Committee member Terri Troup is slated to write the March article with a January 24 deadline.  Kerry 

Williams reported that he has an outline for an article his April article.  The Committee praised Kerry for 

his unique approach for his article that will describe horizontal and vertical moves in an organization. 

 

The Committee approved adding a trailer to all Diversity articles written for the remainder of the year.  

The trailer will say:  Special Reminder:  Please make sure you update your personal membership profile, 

including answering optional questions 13-16 (see November 2013 APWA Reporter, page 10).  Refer to 

APWA’s Diversity Resource Guide, 2
nd

 Edition, and the Diversity Toolbox for ideas to celebrate 

diversity in your Chapter. 

 

Committee Members’ Diversity Activities 

Cindy Long explained that Chair Catherine Schoenenberger requested a new agenda item where 

Diversity Committee members reported on any diversity activities in their Chapter, Region or other 

meetings.  The Committee agreed that this was a good idea.  Maria Fernandez-Porrata reported that her 

Chapter members have been volunteering at the Veteran’s Hospital in Miami, FL.  She noted that the 

hospital has a very diverse population, including a lot of homeless veterans due to the mild climate in 

Miami.  They contributed toiletries, gift cards and Christmas goods and distributed to the veterans.  They 

also collected toys for the Children’s Hospital in Miami.   Maria and the Miami Chapter Diversity 

Committee are also slated to be judges on January 18 for Future Cities. This effort attracts children in 

middle schools for courses in engineering.  Studies have shown that 78% of participants went to graduate 

school after being involved in this program. 

 

Congress 2014 

A speaker has not been found but efforts are underway to find a speaker for the Diversity Brunch. The 

Committee agreed that they would begin their work on Congress meetings beginning with their April 

Conference Call agenda. 
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Next Conference Call Meeting 

The next conference call of the Diversity Committee will be held on Thursday, February 13, 2014 at 1:00 

p.m. Eastern; 12:00 noon Central; 10:00 a.m. Pacific. 

 

Adjournment 

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 12:18 p.m. CST. 


