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APWA Calls on Congressional Leaders to Preserve Funding 
for Clean & Safe Water 
APWA joined seven national associations in calling on Congress to resolve the pending fiscal 
cliff negotiations to prevent cuts to clean water and drinking water programs under the Budget 
Control Act.   
 
APWA joined the Association of Clean Water Administrators (ACWA), Association of State 
Drinking Water Agencies (ASDWA), National Association of Clean Water Companies 
(NACWA), Water Environment Federation (WEF), American Water Works Association 
(AWWA), Association of Metropolitan Water Agencies (AMWA) and Council of Infrastructure 
Financing Authorities (CIFA) in urging Congress to prevent the cuts to clean water and drinking 
water programs.    
 
The White House Office of Management and Budget (OMB) estimates that sequester cuts will 
result in an 8.2 percent cut to non-exempt, nondefense discretionary spending.  If such a drastic 
cut were allowed to occur, the across-the-board cut at the Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA) would result in a $120 million reduction in the Clean Water State Revolving Fund 
(CWSRF) program and a $75 million cut from the Drinking Water State Revolving Fund 
(DWSRF) program.   
 
In October, House Appropriations Committee ranking member Norm Dicks (D-WA) sent a letter 
to all members of Congress to describe the potential consequences sequestration would have on 
the SRF programs.  According to Mr. Dicks, cuts to the SRF programs would affect a minimum 
of 75 on-going projects and threaten up to 5,000 jobs.   
 
Overall it is estimated that EPA’s environmental programs and management accounts would see 
$220 million in spending reductions, and the science and technology programs would see $65 
million in spending reductions if sequester goes into effect.   
 

 
 
 



As Talks on Fiscal Cliff Continue, Farm Bill Leaders Push 
Reauthorization as Means of Deficit Reduction 
Congressional Farm Bill leaders are making the case that a new five year Farm Bill should be 
part of any deal to avert the consequences of sequestration because the proposed reauthorization 
package saves significant money that could be applied to deficit reduction.  The current Farm 
Bill is set to expire, and both Houses of Congress have been working on passing a new five year 
reauthorization package that reduces federal spending in two key areas: subsidies and nutrition 
programs.   
 
The Senate passed its version of a Farm Bill reauthorization this fall with a total price tag of 
$970 billion over five years and includes more than $23 billion in cuts to agriculture and 
nutrition programs.  The House Agriculture Committee passed a reauthorization package out of 
Committee that includes about $35 billion in cuts.  The House bill, however, has been stalled on 
the House floor because several fiscally conservative members would like to see additional cuts 
to the overall cost of the bill.  House and Senate leaders are arguing that the cuts included in the 
Farm Bill could result in significant reductions in the deficit.    
 

APWA Director Sue Hann Reappointed to EPA LGAC 
APWA Director at Large, Transportation, Sue Hann was recently reappointed to serve on the 
Environmental Protection Agency’s (EPA) Local Government Advisory Committee (LGAC), a 
formal advisory committee composed of elected and appointed local officials, state 
representatives, environmental interest groups and labor interests.   
 
The LGAC provides advice and recommendations that assist EPA in developing stronger 
relationships with local governments through building state and local capacity to deliver 
environmental services and programs.  The ultimate goal of the LGAC is to provide citizens of 
the nation with more efficient and effective environmental protection at the community, state and 
federal levels.   
 
Hann currently serves as the City Manager of Palm Bay, Florida and is actively involved in 
APWA at the national and chapter levels.  She chairs the Florida Chapter’s Public Works 
Institute Committee, and since 2008, the chapter has been running a successful institute in 
partnership with Indian River State College, graduating their second class in April 2010.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



NY Governor Appoints APWA Director Harry Weed to 
State Respond Commission 
Harry L. Weed, II, Superintendent of Public Works for the Village of Rockville Centre, New 
York, and APWA Region II Director, has been appointed by New York State Governor Andrew 
Cuomo as a public works representative to the New York State Respond Commission.  
 
The Commission, one of three established by the Governor in response to Hurricane Sandy, is 
tasked with finding ways to ensure that New York State is ready to respond to future weather-
related disasters.  The Commission will examine and make recommendations to improve the 
planning, training and resource commitment that must occur before the next major weather event 
in order for the appropriate deployment of people and resources to take place during and after the 
emergency or disaster occurs. 
 
Weed joins 26 other emergency management professionals on the new Commission, which is co-
chaired by Thad Allen, US Coast Guard Admiral (Retired) and Senior Vice President at Booz 
Allen Hamilton, and Brad Penuel, Director of the Center for Catastrophe Preparedness and 
Response at New York University. 
 
For more information visit:  http://www.governor.ny.gov/press/11282012-commissions-improve-
emergency-response-and-preparedness. 
 

President Declares December Critical Infrastructure 
Protection and Resilience Month 
President Obama issued a proclamation November 30, designating December 2012 as “Critical 
Infrastructure Protection and Resilience Month.”  Led by the Department of Homeland Security 
(DHS), Critical Infrastructure Protection and Resilience Month is intended to reinvigorate 
communities’ awareness of and dedication to safeguarding infrastructure systems.  
 
The proclamation specifically emphasizes the importance of making cyber infrastructure more 
resilient, as cyber terrorism is one of the newest, and perhaps one of the most destructive forms 
of terrorism in the 21st Century.  Obama also called attention to natural disasters which can cause 
widespread destruction, further jeopardizing critical infrastructure systems.  This month serves as 
a reminder that all Americans must work together to protect our nation’s infrastructure by 
strengthening “partnerships between Federal, State, and local governments . . . community 
leaders and the private sector.”  
 
To read the President’s proclamation, visit: http://www.whitehouse.gov/the-press-
office/2012/11/30/presidential-proclamation-critical-infrastructure-protection-and-resilie.   
 
For additional information on DHS and critical infrastructure protection, visit: 
http://www.dhs.gov/cipr-month-2012.   
 

 



Cybersecurity Legislation Fails to Advance in Senate  
Sen. Joseph Lieberman’s (I-CT) Cybersecurity Act of 2012 (S. 3414) lost a cloture vote in the 
Senate last month, 52 – 46.  The Obama Administration had endorsed the bill. Earlier in the year, 
the House made a major push in April and passed four cybersecurity bills (HR 3523, HR 4257, 
HR 2096 and HR 3834).   Their rapid passage was an effort by House leaders to put pressure on 
the Senate to complete negotiations and act on a bill.  
 
The federal government’s role in cybersecurity has been a contentious issue throughout the 112th 
Congress, often dividing lawmakers along party lines. Many Senate Democrats sought to expand 
the role of the Department of Homeland Security’s (DHS) Cyber Security Division by instituting 
mandatory national standards, performance requirements and risk assessments for critical cyber 
infrastructure.  House Republicans generally favored voluntary national standards, and preferred 
information sharing between public and private sectors rather than expanding the role of DHS.   
 
Although cybersecurity legislation failed to pass, the issue remains a priority for the Obama 
Administration and Congressional leaders.  With legislation stalled, the Obama Administration 
has been developing a cybersecurity executive order to provide further direction to DHS on how 
to preempt cyber threats and attacks.   
 
Because there is no cybersecurity law to date, the executive order would not act as a presidential 
policy directive that implements or interprets a federal statute.  The executive order has not been 
issued, and its details remain unavailable to the public. It remains in draft form, yet to be 
reviewed by the President.  
 

Administration Requests $60 Billion for Sandy Recovery  
The Obama Administration has requested from Congress $60.4 billion in emergency funds for 
communities affected by Hurricane Sandy, which struck the east coast in late October.  Congress 
could approve the funding before the end of the year.   
 
After the House and Senate reconvened following the November elections, several committees, 
including the House Transportation & Infrastructure, Senate Environment and Public Works, 
Senate Appropriations, Senate Small Business and Senate Commerce, Science and 
Transportation, conducted oversight hearings to assess post-Sandy recovery efforts and the cost 
to rebuild.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



USDOT Receives Recommendations for New CEs 
Owners and operators of roads, bridges and transit systems suggested 266 new categorical 
exclusions (CE) under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), a survey by the US 
Department of Transportation (USDOT) shows.  
 
State Departments of Transportation, local government agencies, metropolitan planning 
organizations, transit agencies and tribal governments responded to the survey.  Suggested CE 
actions covered a wide range of activities, including:  safety and operations (39 proposed 
actions), maintenance and preservation actions (23), bridges (18), activities within existing right 
of way or urban areas (17), railroads (16), transit (15), rehabilitation and reconstruction (12), 
environmental mitigation (12), bicycle and pedestrian facilities (10), utilities, lighting and 
signage (10), actions consistent with existing plans or land use and those approved by other 
agencies (10), culverts and waterways (6), acquisitions (6), excess right of way (6), activities 
with limited federal involvement/funding (5), activities under a certain size/cost threshold (4), 
alternative energy (3), parking (3), geotechnical work (3), aesthetic treatments (3), ferries (2), 
other (46). 
 
MAP-21, the new federal surface transportation law, required USDOT to survey the use by the 
Department of CEs in transportation projects since 2005, publish a review of the survey that 
includes a description of the types of actions categorically excluded and any requests previously 
received by the Department for new CEs and solicit requests for new CEs.  The law also requires 
USDOT to issue a Notice of Proposed Rulemaking to propose as new CEs those CEs identified 
through the survey to the extent that they meet the criteria for CEs.  
 
Under NEPA, federal agencies are required to prepare for every federal action significantly 
affecting the quality of the environment a detailed statement of the environmental impacts of the 
proposal.  CEs are actions that do not individually or cumulatively have significant 
environmental effects.     
 
To view the CE survey review, visit: http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/MAP21/sec1318report.pdf. 
 

Sustainable Transportation Funding a Priority for Incoming 
House T&I Chairman 
Rep. Bill Shuster (R-PA), who will become Chairman of the House Transportation & 
Infrastructure (T&I) Committee when the 113th Congress convenes in January, indicated his top 
priority during his tenure is to identify a sustainable funding source for surface transportation.  
Although open to all options, he sees vehicle miles traveled or VMT fees as one of the most 
viable long-term funding solutions. 
 
Because of insufficient revenues into the Highway Trust Fund, future funding for transportation 
programs remains uncertain beyond 2014 when the current surface transportation law, MAP-21, 
expires.  Among Shuster’s priorities next year are laying the ground work for the next 
transportation reauthorization and conducting oversight on MAP-21 implementation.  Intercity 
rail and water infrastructure bills are also on the Committee’s priority list.   
 



One of the largest committees in Congress, the T&I Committee has jurisdiction over all modes of 
transportation: aviation, maritime and waterborne transportation, roads, mass transit, and 
railroads.  The Committee also has jurisdiction over other aspects of infrastructure, including 
clean water and waste water management, the transport of resources by pipeline, flood damage 
reduction, the economic development of depressed rural and urban areas, disaster preparedness 
and response, activities of the Army Corps of Engineers and the various missions of the Coast 
Guard. 
 

‘Fiscal Cliff’ Threatens Transportation, Community 
Program Funding 
With an end of the year deadline approaching and an agreement yet to be reached to avert the so-
called fiscal cliff, federally-funded transportation and community programs face potential cuts 
under federal government-wide spending reductions, known as sequestration. The fiscal cliff 
refers to a combination of scheduled tax increases and the mandatory across-the-board spending 
reductions. Negotiations between the Administration and Republican leaders in Congress 
continue, and members of Congress are preparing for talks to continue past Christmas. 
 
Without an agreement, the federal highway program could be cut by more than $670 million.  
Sequestration could also result in approximately $280 million to the Department of Housing and 
Urban Development’s Community Development fund as well as to the Choice Neighborhoods 
program.  The Partnership for Sustainable Communities programs have been popular and quite 
successful, and budgetary cuts would significantly hurt these programs.    
 
Most federal highway program funding is shielded from cuts.  Sequestration exempts the 
Highway Trust Fund from mandatory reductions.  However, general fund transfers to the 
Highway Trust Fund and other funding categories such as emergency relief will be reduced. 
 
Overall, federal transportation programs could face a decrease totaling $1.5 billion, including an 
estimated $175 million for transit and more than $45 million for the TIGER program, a popular 
competitive discretionary program funding road, rail, transit and port projects that promise to 
achieve critical national objectives.  
 
The Budget Control Act of 2011, enacted last year as part of negotiations to increase the debt 
ceiling, established a bipartisan “Super Committee” in Congress to identify $1.5 trillion in 
budgetary savings over 10 years.  Sequestration was a device in the law intended to prompt 
lawmakers to reach a deal.  No agreement was achieved, triggering next year’s cuts.   
 
The first round of cuts totaling $109 billion, divided evenly between defense and non-defense 
discretionary spending, go into effect January 2.  Total reductions under sequestration amount to 
$1.2 trillion over nine years.   
 

 
 



House Republicans Name Committee Chairs for the 113th 
Congress  
When the new Congress convenes in January, the House Transportation & Infrastructure (T&I) 
Committee and the House Homeland Security Committee will have new Chairs.  The current 
leaders of the two committees are stepping down from their posts because of term limits.   
 
House Republicans named Rep. Bill Shuster (R-PA) Chair of the House T&I Committee, 
replacing Rep. John Mica (R-FL).  The T&I Committee has jurisdiction over aviation, maritime 
and waterborne transportation, roads, bridges, mass transit, and railroad, clean water and waste 
water management, the transport of resources by pipeline, flood damage reduction, emergency 
management, activities of the Army Corps of Engineers and the various missions of the Coast 
Guard. 
 
Rep. Michael McCaul (R-TX) was elected chair of the House Homeland Security Committee.  
He succeeds Rep. Peter King (R-NY).   The Committee provides congressional oversight to the 
Department of Homeland Security and has jurisdiction over border and maritime security, 
counterterrorism and intelligence, cyber security, infrastructure protection, and security 
technologies, emergency preparedness and transportation security. 
 
Following is a list of key committees and their Chairs and Ranking Members.  Full committee 
rosters have not yet been announced. 
 
Agriculture 
Chairman: Frank D. Lucas (R-OK) 
Ranking member: Collin C. Peterson (D-MN)  
 
Appropriations 
Chairman: Harold Rogers (R-KY) 
Ranking member: Nita M. Lowey (D-NY) 
 
Budget 
Chairman: Paul D. Ryan (R-WI)  
Ranking member: Chris Van Hollen (D-MD) 
 
Energy and Commerce 
Chairman: Fred Upton (R-MI) 
Ranking member: Henry A. Waxman (D-CA) 
 
Homeland Security 
Chairman: Michael McCaul (R-TX) 
Ranking member: Bennie Thompson (D-MS) 
 
Natural Resources 
Chairman: Doc Hastings (R-WA) 
Ranking member: Edward J. Markey (D-MA) 



 
Transportation and Infrastructure 
Chairman: Bill Shuster (R-PA) 
Ranking member: Nick J. Rahall II (D-WV) 
 
Ways and Means 
Chairman: Dave Camp (R-MI) 
Ranking member: Sander M. Levin (D-MI) 
 


