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El Cerrito will hold a public
works open house on Wednes-
day, May 19, from 4 to 6 p.m., in
honor of National Public Works
week, May 17-22.

The city’s corporation yard —
the nerve center of public works,
where tools and maintenance ve-
hicles are housed — will be open
to the public. The yard is located
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Residents will have a chance
to look at maintenance equip-
ment, ask questions and get to
know their city employees.

“It's our way of getting to
know the public as well as ad-
dressing concerns they might
have,” said Margarita Nodal, a
public works management as-
sistant. “And for the public to get
to know the workers out there
trying to do the best they can.”

Public works is in charge of
street and sidewalk repair and
maintenance of the city's storm
drains, public parks and 18 pub-
lic buildings. The city’s recycling
center, where residents can drop
off used motor oil or drop off or
pick up free books at a book ex-
change, is also under the public
works umbrella. The recycling

at 7450 Schmidt Lane.

El Cerrito Fire Umﬁmnsmi
employees will be there, as will
representatives from many of the
offices that provide city services.
There will also be Togo’s sand-
wiches, coloring . books and
games for children and a; raffle
for ptizes provided the m:wmm
vaSQ District.
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center is located at 7501 Schmidt
Drive, across the street from the
corporation yard.

People may see one of the
city’s five maintenance workers
fixing a pothole or doing park
maintenance but may not realize
exactly what the department
does, said maintenance and en-
gineer services manager Bruce
King.

Residents sometimes call with
questions about why problems,
such as poor street conditions,
persist, said Laurenteen Morris,
a management assistant in recy-
cling and maintenance.

That lack of awareness some-
times proves to be a “minor frus-
tration,” for resident Al Miller, a
member of the Stege Sanitary
District board of directors. Stege
provides El Cerrito, Kensington
and the Richmond Annex with
sewer service.

People may not realize how

much or how difficult the work
is, even for a relatively small city
like El Cerrito, Miller said, adding
he hoped the department would
get more credit.

“The strongest advantage is it
gives the city a chance to put a
postivie image in front of the
public and get a good message
across about how they do things
why they do things, how impor-
tant what they do is,” Miller said.
“And it gives people a chance to
meet the people who are doing
it.” ;

In addition to meeting public
works employees, residents will
able to meet representatives and
get information about the outside
companies and agencies that also
provide city services, such as
Stege, the East Bay Municipal
Utility District and the county’s
clean-water program.

Instituted in 1960, National
Public Works Week is a public
education campaign by the
American Public Works Associ-
ation.

Last year's inaugural open
house attracted 181 attendees,
said Morris; this year the de:
partment is hoping for 300.

.For more information, call

510-215-4382.




